Fl orida Senate - 1998 SB 1042
By Senat or Hol zendorf

2- 1093A- 98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; creating the
3 School Readi ness Conmi ssion to serve as an
4 advi sory body to the State Board of Education
5 and other state agencies on matters that relate
6 to school readiness; providing for the
7 conmi ssion to be assigned to the Executive
8 Ofice of the Governor for administrative
9 pur poses; providing for the Governor to appoint
10 the nmenbers of the comm ssion; providing for
11 the nenbers to be approved by the State Board
12 of Education and confirnmed by the Senate;
13 requiring the conmssion to appoint an
14 executive director; providing for paynent of
15 per diem and travel expenses of conmm ssion
16 nmenbers; establishing duties of the conmm ssion
17 requiring the conmission to prepare a system
18 for measuring school readi ness; specifying
19 obj ectives to be nmeasured by such system
20 requiring the commssion to contract with an
21 i ndependent entity to eval uate the neasurenent
22 system requiring the conmi ssion to make
23 recomendations to the Governor and the State
24 Board of Education; providing an effective
25 dat e.
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. School Readi ness Commi ssion.--
30 (1) The School Readi ness Commi ssion is established and
31| assigned to the Executive Ofice of the Governor for
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admi ni strative purposes. The conmi ssion shall carry out the

duties and responsibilities provided in this section and

del egated by the State Board of Education and is not subject

to control, supervision, or direction by the Executive Ofice

of the Governor or the State Board of Educati on. The

conmi ssion shall serve as an advisory body to the State Board

of Education and ot her appropriate state agencies and entities

on all matters relating to school readiness. In addition, the

conm ssion's reports and recommendati ons shall be nade

available to the Governor, the Legislature, the State Board of

Educati on, other appropriate state agencies and entiti es,

di strict school boards, central agencies for child care, and

county public health units.

(2) The commission shall be conposed of 12 nenbers of

the public who represent the various geographic regions of the

state. Each nenber shall be appointed by the Governor, subject

to approval by three nenbers of the State Board of Education

ot her than the Governor and subject to confirnation by the

Senate. Menbers shall be appointed to 4-year terns of office

However, of the initial appointees, three shall be appointed

to l-year terns, three shall be appointed to 2-year terns,

three shall be appointed to 3-year terns, and three shall be

appointed to 4-year terns. The nenbers of the comni ssi on shal

el ect a chairperson annually. Any vacancy on the conmi ssion

shall be filled in the sane manner as the origina

appoi nt nent.

(3) The commission shall neet as often as it deens

necessary to carry out its duties and responsibilities.

(4) The conmission shall appoint an executive director

to serve at its pleasure, who shall performthe duties

assigned to himor her by the commission. The executive
2
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1| director shall be the chief administrative officer of the

2 | commi ssi on and shall be responsible for appointing al

3 | enpl oyees and staff nenbers of the comi ssion, who shall serve
4 | under his or her direction and control

5 (5) Menbers of the conmi ssion shall serve without

6 | conpensation, but are entitled to reinbursement for per diem
7 | and travel expenses incurred in the perfornance of their

8| duties as provided in section 112.061, Florida Statutes.

9 (6) The conmi ssion shall:

10 (a) Serve as a citizen board to coordinate the efforts
11 ) toward school readiness in this state and provide i ndependent
12 | policy anal yses and recommendations to the Governor, the State
13 | Board of Education, and the Legi sl ature.

14 (b) Prepare and subnit to the State Board of Education
15| a system for neasuring school readi ness. The system nust

16 | include a screening instrunent, or instruments, which shal

17 | provide objective data regarding the foll ow ng expectations
18 | for school readiness:

19 1. The child's inmunizations.
20 2. The child's display of physical devel opnent
21 | appropriate for kindergarten
22 3. The child's conpliance with rules, lintations, and
23 | routi nes.
24 4. The child's successful engagenent in kindergarten
25| tasks.
26 5. The child's denpbnstration of appropriate
27 | interactions with adults.
28 6. The child's denpbnstrati on of appropriate
29 | interactions with peers.
30 7. The child's effective coping with chall enges and
31| frustrations.
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8. The child' s denobnstration of appropriate self-help

skills.
9. The child's ability to express his needs

appropriately.

10. The child's denonstrati on of verbal conmunication

skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten

11. The child's denonstrati on of problemsolving

skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten

12. The child's followi ng of verbal directions.

13. The child's denpnstration of curiosity,

persi stence, and expl oratory behavi or

14. The child's denonstration of an interest in books

and other printed naterials.

15. The child's paying attention to stories.

16. The child's participation in art and nusic

activities.
(c) Prepare a plan for inplenenting the systemfor

neasuring school readiness in such a way that all children in

this state have the opportunity to undergo the screening in

the year prior to their entry into kindergarten. The plan nust

include a way to nmake the screening i nstrunent and the

training required to admnister it available to public and

private providers of preschool and child care prograns, and a

way to nmake the screening available to children who do not

participate in such prograns.

(d) Establish a nethod for collecting data fromthe

screeni ng instrunent and establish guidelines for using the

data so that the neasurenent, the data collection, and the use

of the data serve the statewide goal that all children will be

ready for school. The criteria for deternining which data to

coll ect should be the useful ness of the data to state
4
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1| policymakers and program administrators in adninistering

2| prograns and allocating state funds.

3 (e) Contract with an independent entity for an

4 | eval uation of the neasurenent system The eval uati on nust

5] provide the information that |ocal and state agencies, the

6 | Governor, and the Legislature need to provide for the

7| effective administration of prograns that serve preschoo

8| children. The eval uation nmust provide information that wll

9| assist providers of private preschool and child care prograns
10| in assessing the success of preschool and child care prograns
11 | and naki ng deci si ons about inproving program services to

12 | prepare children for school

13 (f) Recommend to the Governor and the State Board of
14 | Education rules, and revisions or repeal of rules, which would
15 ] increase the effectiveness of prograns that prepare children
16 | for school

17 (g) Conduct studies and planning activities related to
18 | the overall inprovenent and effectiveness of school -readi ness
19 | neasur es.
20
21| To ensure that the system for neasuring school readiness is
22 | conpr ehensi ve and appropriate statewide, as the systemis
23 | devel oped and i npl enented, the conmi ssion nust consult with
24 | representatives of district school systems, providers of
25| public and private child care, health care providers, |arge
26 | and small enpl oyers, and experts in child devel opnent.
27 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
28 | | aw.
29
30
31
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Est abl i shes the School Readi ness Commi ssion to act as an
advi sory body on matters that relate to prograns that

4 prepare children for school. Requires that the Governor
appoi nt . 12 nmenbers of the Publlc to serve on the

5 cohm ssjon. Requires that the aEp0|ntees be subject to
approval by the State Board of Education and confirnation

6 by the Senate. Requires the comm ssion to prepare a
system for neasuring school readiness and a plan for

7 i mpl erenting the syStem Requires that the system be
eval uat ed bY an i ndependent entity. Requires’the _

8 comm ssion to reconmend rules or revisions to rules in
order to increase the effectiveness of prograns that

9 prepare children for school
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