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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 108
By Senator Hargrett

21-88-98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public records requirenents;
anmendi ng s. 409.175, F.S., exenpting froms.
119.07(1), F.S., and froms. 24(a), Art. | of
the State Constitution certain information
contained in files that pertain to the
licensure of family foster hones, residential
chil d-caring agencies, and chil d-placing
agenci es; providing for repeal and for
| egislative review of the exenption; providing
a rationale for the exenption; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (15) is added to section
409. 175, Florida Statutes, to read:

409.175 Licensure of fanmly foster hones, residential
chil d-caring agencies, and chil d-placing agencies. --

(15) The following information contained in the

licensing file is exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1)
and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution unless
ot herwi se ordered by the court: the hone, business, work,

childcare, or school addresses, floor plan of the hone,

t el ephone nunbers, social security nunbers, birthdates,

identifying information in neighbor references, and

phot ogr aphs of persons who are |licensed under this section to

be famly foster parents and of their spouses, their mnor

children, and other adult househol d nenbers, as well as

identifying information in sinilar sensitive, persona

information that is provided to the departnent by the foster
1
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parents, their spouses, their children, or other househol d

nmenbers. This provision applies to all individuals who were

foster parents and becanme adoptive parents. This subsection

shal | stand repeal ed Cctober 2, 2003, unless revi ewed and

saved fromrepeal by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that exenpting from

public records requirenents personal infornmation concerning

persons who are |licensed under section 409.175, Florida

Statutes, to be fanily foster parents and their spouses,

children, and other adult househol d nenmbers woul d reduce the

risk that other individuals including parents or relatives

could threaten, harass, or cause physical harmor other injury

to foster children or their foster famlies. The Legislature

finds that the availability to the public of personal and

sensitive background information | essens the willingness of

prospective caregivers to reveal sensitive infornmation that is

necessary in assessing the abilities of foster parents and

nmaki ng appropriate placenents for children. The Legi sl ature

further finds that the availability to the public of such

information has a negative effect on the recruitnent and

retention of foster parents.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des an exenption from public records requirenents

for personal information concerning persons who are
|icensed under s. 409.175, F.S., to be fam|y foster
arents and their spouses, chiidren, and other adult
ousehol d nmenbers.
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