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Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public records; providing an
exenption frompublic records requirenents for
i nformation provided by applicants to the
Florida Kids Health program providing an
exenption for certain information obtained
t hrough qual ity assurance activities and
patient satisfaction surveys; providing for
future review and repeal; providing findings of
public necessity; providing a contingent
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Notwithstanding any other law to the

contrary, any information contained in an application for

determination of eligibility for the Florida Kids Health

program whi ch identifies applicants, including nedica

information and famly financial information, and any

i nformati on obtained through quality assurance activities and

patient satisfaction surveys which identifies program

partici pants, obtained by the Florida Kids Health program

under sections 409.810-409.820, Florida Statutes, is

confidential and is exenpt fromsection 119.07(1), Florida

Statutes, and section 24(a), Article | of the State

Constitution. Except as otherw se provided by |aw, program

staff or staff or agents affiliated with the program may not

rel ease, without the witten consent of the applicant or the

parent or guardian of the applicant, to any state or federa

agency, to any private business or person, or to any other

entity, any confidential information received under sections
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409. 810-409.820, Florida Statutes. This section is subject to
t he Open Governnent Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance

with section 119.15, Florida Statutes, and shall stand

repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2003, unless reviewed and saved from

repeal through reenactnent by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that exenpting

identifying infornmation contained in applications for

eligibility determ nation under the Florida Kids Health

program including nedical information and famly financi al

i nformation, and any information obtained through quality

assurance activities and patient satisfaction surveys which

identifies programparticipants, is a public necessity. The

harm caused to program applicants by rel ease of such persona

and sensitive informati on outwei ghs any public benefit derived

fromrel easing such information. Further, maintaining the

confidentiality of such information is necessary to enable the

Departnent of Children and Family Services, the Departnent of
Heal th, and the Agency for Health Care Administration to
effectively and efficiently admnister the Florida Kids Health

program |f such information is not kept confidential, the

admi ni stration of the programcould be significantly inpaired

because the applicants would be less inclined to apply to the

programif personal nedical and financial information were

nmade available to the public.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the date
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1228, relating to the
Florida Kids Health program or simlar |egislation becones a
Il aw, and shall not take effect if such |egislation does not
becone a | aw
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