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SENATE AMENDMVENT
Bill No. SB 136
Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Forman noved the foll owi ng amendnent :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 1, line 10,

i nsert:

Section 1. Present subsection (2) of section 413.011,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (3) and
anended, and a new subsection (2) is added to that section, to
read:

413.011 D vision of Blind Services, interna
organi zational structure; Advisory Council for the Blind.--

(2) As used in this section, the term
(a) "Act" neans the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29
US C s. 706(8)(b), unless the context indicates otherw se.

(b) "Blindness" or "blind" neans the state of

blindness as a disability, as defined by the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. s. 706(8)(Dh).
(c) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Labor and

Enpl oynent Security.
(3) 2> There is hereby created in the departnent ef

1
8:10 AM  03/05/98 s0136¢-32j 01




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. SB 136
Anmendnment No.

tabor—and—Erptoyrent—Seeuri+ty the Advi sory Council for the

Blind to assist the division in the planni ng and devel opnent

of statewide rehabilitation prograns and services, to

reconmmend i nprovenents to such prograns and services, and to

performthe functions listed in this section. The counci

shall be conposed of:

1. At |least one representative of the |Independent

Living Council, who nany be the chairperson or the

chai rperson' s desi gnee;

2. At |east one representative of a parent training

and information center established pursuant to s. 631(c)(9) of
the Individuals with Disabilities Act, 20 U.S.C._s
1431(c)(9):

3. At least one representative of the client

assi st ance program establi shed under the act;

4. At | east one vocational rehabilitation counsel or

who has know edge of and experience in vocationa

rehabilitation services for the blind, who shall be an ex

of ficio, nonvoting nenber of the council if he or she is an

enpl oyee of the departnent;

5. At |east one representative of community

rehabilitati on program service providers:;

6. Four representatives of business, industry, and

| abor;

7. At | east one representative of a disability

advocacy group representing individuals who are blind;

8. At |east one parent, fanmly nenber., quardi an

advocate, or authorized representative of an individual who is

blind, has nultiple disabilities, and either has difficulties

representing hinself or herself or is unable, due to

disabilities, to represent hinmself or herself;
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9. Current or forner applicants for or recipients of

vocational rehabilitation services; and

10. The director of the division, who shall be an ex

of ficio nenber.

(b) Menbers of the council shall be appointed by the

Governor, who shall select nenbers after soliciting

recommendati ons fromrepresentatives of organi zations that

represent a broad range of individuals who have disabilities

and from organi zations that are interested in such

i ndi vi dual s.

(c) A mjority of council nenbers nust be blind and

nust not be enpl oyed by the Division of Blind Services.

(d) The council shall select a chairperson from anong

its nenbers.

(e) Each menber of the council shall be appointed to

serve for a termof not nore than 3 years, except that:

1. A nmenber who is appointed to fill a vacancy that

occurs before the expiration of the termfor which the

nenber's predecessor was appointed shall be appointed for the

renai nder of the predecessor's term and

2. The ternms of service of the nenbers who are

initially appointed shall be of such duration, as specified by

the Governor, as will provide for the terns to be staggered.

(f) A nenber nmy not serve nore than two consecutive

full terns.
(gd) A vacancy in the nenbership of the council nust be

filled in the same manner as the original appointnent. A

vacancy does not affect the power of the remaining nenbers to

execute the duties of the council.

(h) In addition to other functions specified in this

section, the council shall:
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1. Revi ew, anal yze, and advi se the division regarding

the performance of the division's responsibilities under Title

| of the act, especially the responsibilities relating to:

a. FEligibility, including order of selection

b. The extent, scope, and effectiveness of services

provi ded; and

C. Functi ons perforned by state agencies whi ch affect

or potentially affect the ability of individuals who are blind

to achieve rehabilitation goals and objectives under Title |

2. Advise the departnent and the division, and, at the

di scretion of the departnent or division, assist in the

preparation of applications, the state plan, the strategic

pl an, and anendnents to the plans, reports, needs assessnents,

and eval uations required by Title |

3. To the extent feasible, conduct a review and

anal ysis of the effectiveness of, and consuner sati sfaction

W t h:
a. The functions perforned by state agencies and other

public and private entities that are responsible for

perform ng functions for individuals who are blind.

b. Vocational rehabilitation services that are:

(1) Provided or paid for fromfunds nade avail abl e

under the act or through other public or private sources.

(11) Provided by state agencies and ot her public and

private entities responsible for providing vocationa

rehabilitation services to individuals who are blind.

4, Prepare an annual report on the status of

vocational rehabilitation services for the blind in this

state, submt the report to the Governor and the Conni Ssi oner

of the Rehabilitative Services Adninistration, which is

establi shed under s. 702 of the act, and nake the report
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avai lable to the public.

5. Coordinate with other councils within this state,

including the I ndependent Living Council, the advisory pane
established under s. 613(a)(12) of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, 20 U S.C. 1413(a)(12), the State
Pl anni ng Council described in s. 124 of the Devel opnenta
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act, 42 U.S.C._s.
6024, and the state nental -health planning council established
under s. 1916(e) of the Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C
300x-4(e).

6. Advise the departnent and division and provide for

coordi nati on and the establishnent of working relationships

anong the departnent, the division, the |Independent Living

Council., and centers for independent living in the state.

7. Perf orm such ot her functions consistent with the

pur poses of the act which the council deternines to be

appropriate and which are conparable to functions perforned by

t he council.

(i) The council shall prepare., in conjunction with the

division, a plan for providing such resources, including such

staff and other personnel, as are necessary to carry out the

functions of the council. The resource plan nust, to the

maxi num extent possible, rely on the use of resources in

exi stence during the period of inplenentation of the pl an

2. If there is a disagreenent between the council and

the division with respect to the resources necessary to carry

out the functions of the council as set forth in this section

t he Governor shall resolve the di sagreenent.

3. The council shall, consistent with | aw, supervise

and eval uate such staff and other personnel as are necessary

for carrving out its functions.
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4. \Wile assisting the council in carrying out its

duties, staff and other personnel nmay not be assigned. by the

di vi sion or by any other state agency or office, to perform

duties that would create a conflict of interest.

(j) A council nenber may not cast a vote on any nmtter

if a favorable vote of the council on that matter woul d

provi de financial advantage to that nmenber or if it appears

that, under state | aw, the nenber has a conflict of interest

in that matter.

(k) The council shall convene at | east four neetings

each vear. These neetings nust occur in such places as the

council considers necessary for the conduct of counci

busi ness. The council may conduct such foruns or hearings as

the council considers appropriate. The neetings, hearings, and

forums nust be publicly announced and nust be open and

accessible to the public unless there is a valid reason under

s. 119.15 for an executive session. The council shall nmke a

record of each neeting. which nust include a record of its

di scussions and recommendations., and all such records nust be

nmade available to the public.

(1) The council may reinburse nenbers for reasonabl e

and necessary expenses of attending council neetings and

perform ng council duties, including costs of child care and

per sonal assi stance services, as provided in and subject to s.

112.061. The council nmay pay reasonabl e conpensation to a

nenber of the council, if the nmenber is not enployed or nust

forfeit wages fromother enploynent., for each day the nmenber

is engaged in perfornmng the duties of the council. Fhe

TR i he i he Bivisi
Lo e ke divisi b g
. I oo ot . .
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(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 1, line 2, delete that line

and insert:
An act relating to services for the blind;
anending s. 413.011, F.S.; providing
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definitions; providing the conposition of the
council; providing for appointnents to the
council; providing for terns of counci
nmenbers; providing functions of the council;
providing for a plan of resources; providing
for staff; providing for forunms and heari ngs;
providing for open neetings, with exceptions as
speci fied; providing for the reinbursenment of
menbers' expenses; providing for the
conpensation of nenbers, in specified

ci rcunst ances;
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