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By Representative C enpns

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to child care; establishing a

3 child care tuition assistance program

4 providing for allocation of state and federa

5 funds and distribution to fanilies of eligible

6 children; requiring the Departnent of Education

7 and the Departnent of Children and Family

8 Services to establish eligibility requirenents

9 for children and quality standards for child

10 care centers; requiring a sinplified point of

11 entry to child care services; providing for

12 rul es; providing an effective date.

13

14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. (1) There is established a child care

17 | tuition assistance programto be adnministered jointly by the
18 | Departnent of Education and the Departnent of Children and
19| Fanily Services. Under this programstate and federal funds
20| available for child care shall be allocated to |ocal entities,
21| including district school boards and conmunity child care
22 | coordinating agencies, for distribution to fanilies of
23| children eligible to participate in the program Allocations
24 | shall be based on a uniformvalue for tuition assistance, to
25| be determ ned by the Departnent of Education and the
26 | Departnent of Children and Fanily Services, and the expected
27 | nunber of children to be served
28 (2) The Departnent of Education and the Departnment of
29| Children and Fanily Services shall establish eligibility
30| requirenents for receipt of full tuition assistance or partial
31| tuition assistance based on fam ly incone.
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(3) Afanmly may use the tuition assistance to pay for

child care at any child care center designated by the

Departnent of Education or the Departnment of Children and

Fam |y Services. To be designhated as a center available for

participation in the tuition assistance program a child care

center nust neet the quality standards devel oped jointly by

the departnents. These standards nust include, but not be

limted to, devel opnentally appropriate progranm ng,

appropriately trained staff, fair and equitabl e caregiver

salaries, nmultiple parent involvenent opportunities, and

access to conprehensive services for both children and

fam |i es.
(4) Each county nust provide a sinplified point of

entry to the child care services provided under the tuition

assi stance program and devel op a streamined system for

enrolling children in appropriate child care prograns and

i ssuing tuition assistance. A uniform database nust be in

place in each county to maintain an unduplicated |ist of

eligible children waiting for child care

(5) The Departnent of Education and the Departnment of

Children and Family Services shall adopt rul es necessary to

i npl erent the provisions of this program
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.

R I S R R Rk Ik b S R IRk S bk O R Rk I

HOUSE SUMVARY

Est abl i shes a child care tuition assistance programto be
adm ni st ered {0|ntl by the Departnent of Educafion and

t he Departnent of ildren and Fam |y Services, Requires
a uniformvalue for tuition assistance, qualifications
for student eligibility, quality standards for child care
centers, and a Sinplified point of entry system
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