Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1485
By Representatives Turnbull and Val des

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to air carriers; anending s.

3 206.9825, F.S.; providing for a refund or

4 credit for the aviation fuel tax for

5 whol esal ers or termnal suppliers that deliver

6 aviation fuel to an air carrier that offers jet

7 passenger service, or maintains or increases

8 schedul ed service, to the state capital

9 directing the Departnent of Managenent Services

10 to evaluate the state contract for air carrier

11 service for state enpl oyees, undertake a pil ot

12 program and evaluate the pilot program

13 providing an effective date.

14

15 VWHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Florida to

16 | attract and retain quality affordable air carrier service for
17| its citizens, and

18 WHEREAS, dependabl e and affordable air service is an
19 | inmportant factor in stinulating econom c devel opnent and
20 | pronoting efficient and accountabl e governnent service, and
21 WHEREAS, citizens require affordable and efficient
22 | access to state governnent and elected officials in the state
23| capital to pronote an open denocracy, and
24 VWHEREAS, safe and affordable air travel fromthe state
25| capital to all parts of Florida is necessary to ensure the
26 | conti nued operation of state prograns, and
27 VHEREAS, incentives need to be identified to attract
28 | and retain quality air service to the state capital from al
29 | mpjor airports in Florida to neet the needs of governnent and
30 | i ndustry, and
31
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WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes the need to provide
support to air carriers that provide this val uable service,
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (1) of
section 206.9825, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, are
amended to read:

206.9825 Aviation fuel tax.--

(1)

(b)1. Any licensed whol esaler or termnal supplier
that delivers aviation fuel to an air carrier offering
transcontinental jet service and that, after January 1, 1996,
increases the air carrier's Florida workforce by nore than
1000 percent and by 250 or nore full-tine equival ent enpl oyee
positions, may receive a credit or refund as the ultimte
vendor of the aviation fuel for the 6.9 cents excise tax
previously paid, provided that the air carrier has no facility
for fueling highway vehicles fromthe tank in which the
aviation fuel is stored. 1In calculating the new or additiona
Florida full-tinme equival ent enpl oyee positions, any full-tine
equi val ent enpl oyee positions of parent or subsidiary
corporations which existed before January 1, 1996, shall not
be counted toward reaching the Florida enpl oynent increase
thresholds. The refund all owed under this subparagraph
patagraph is in furtherance of the goals and policies of the
State Conprehensive Plan set forth in s. 187.201(17)(a),
(b)1., 2., (18)(a), (b)1., 4., (20)(a), (b)5., (22)(a), (b)1.,
2., 4., 7., 9., and 12. This subparagraph paragrapt will
expire on July 1, 2001
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1 2. Any licensed whol esal er or term nal supplier that
2| delivers aviation fuel to an air carrier that offers jet

3 | passenger service, or nmamintains or increases schedul ed

4 | passenger service, to the state capital nmay receive a credit
5| or refund as the ultimte vendor of the aviation fuel for the
6] 6.9 cents excise tax previously paid, provided that the air

7| carrier has no facility for fueling highway vehicles fromthe
8| tank in which the aviation fuel is stored. This refund or

9] credit shall be applied only to fuel used for flight segnents
10| traveling in or out of the state capital

11 (c) If, before July 1, 2001, the nunber of full-tine
12 | equi val ent enpl oyee positions created or added to the air

13| carrier's Florida workforce falls bel ow 250, the exenption

14 | granted pursuant to subparagraph (b)1l. this—seet+on shall not
15| apply during the period in which the air carrier has fewer

16 | than the 250 additional enpl oyees.

17 Section 2. State air carrier contract.--Pursuant to s
18 | 287.042, Florida Statutes, the Departnent of Managenent

19 | Services shall analyze and evaluate the state contract for air
20 | carrier service for state enpl oyees to deternine how to
21 | inprove the quality, availability, and cost of air service to
22 | state enpl oyees and other citizens. The departnent shal
23 | undertake a pilot program based on this analysis that shal
24 | include, but is not limted to, the suspensi on or expansi on of
25| any such contract and the provision of any incentives
26 | necessary to attract qualified air carriers flying within
27| Florida to the state capital. In inplenmenting this pilot
28 | program the departnent shall take into consideration the
29 | provisions of s. 112.061(7)(a)2., Florida Statutes. The
30 | departnent shall evaluate the inpact of this pilot program on
31| i ncreased schedul ed service, costs, fare structures, and
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1| expanded jet service to and fromthe state capital, and be

2| prepared to report annually to the Speaker of the House of

3 | Representatives and the President of the Senate.

4 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.

5
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8
Provides for a refund or credit for the aviation fuel tax

9 for wholesalers or termnal suppliers that deliver
aviation fuel to an air carrier that offers jet passenger

10 service, or maintains or increases schedul ed service, fto
the state capital

11

12 Directs the Departnment of Managenent Services to eval uate
the state contract for air carrier service for state

13 enpl oyees, undertake a |Iot_Progran1based onits

14 anal ysi s, and eval uate the pil ot program
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