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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1496
By Senator CGutnman

34-1280- 98

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to public records; creating s.
440.594, F.S.; providing an exenption from
public records requirenents for records and
reports revealing the identity of enployers and
enpl oyees in conplying with workers
conpensati on coverage requirenents; providing
an expiration date; providing a finding of
public necessity; providing a contingent
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 440.594, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

440.594 Confidentiality of records and reports. --Each
enpl oyer shall keep true and accurate work records containing

such information as the division nmay prescribe for purposes of

properly conplying with the coverage requirenents of this

chapter. The records nmust be open to inspection and be subject

to being copied by the division at any reasonable tine and as

often as may be necessary. The division may require from any

enpl oyer any sworn or unsworn reports about enpl oyed persons

found necessary for the effective admnistration of this

chapter. Information revealing the enployer or an individual's

identity thus obtained fromthe enpl oyer or from any

i ndi vidual under the adnministration of this chapter nust,

except to the extent necessary for the proper investigation to

ensure conpliance with the coverage provisions of this

chapter, be held confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions
of s. 119.07(1). This exenption is subject to the Open
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Gover nnent Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and

expires on Cctober 2, 2003, unless reviewed and reenacted by

the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that enployer records and reports revealing the

identity of enployers and individual enpl oyees under section
440.594, Florida Statutes, be held confidential in order to
protect an enployer from conpetitive di sadvant age.

Furthernore, the Legislature finds that it would be an

i nvasi on of privacy to reveal the identity of enployers and

i ndi vi dual enpl oyees to the public.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the effective
date of SB __ or simlar legislation relating to workers
conpensation and shall not take effect if that |egislation
does not becone | aw.

Rk S R R Rk Ik b S S IR Ik S kI R S I

SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des an exenption from public records disclosure
requi rements_for enployer records and reports kept in
conpliance with the coverage requirenents of the Wrkers
Conpensation Law. Provides a finding of public necessity
and an expiration date.
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