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By the Conmi ttee on Fanmily Law & Children and
Represent ati ve Sander son

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to adoption; anending s.

3 39.001, F.S.; providing legislative intent;

4 anending s. 39.01, F.S.; providing a

5 definition; amending s. 39.45, F.S.

6 prohibiting the delay of an adopti on because a
7 sibling is not also placed in the sane hone;

8 anending s. 39.451, F.S.; providing for

9 adoptive placenent by a |icensed child-placing
10 agency or an internediary; anending s. 39.453,
11 F.S.; revising | anguage with respect to

12 judicial review, anending s. 39.456, F.S.

13 conform ng provisions; anending s. 39.464,

14 F.S.; including reference to an internediary
15 wWith respect to ternination of parental rights;
16 anending s. 39.469, F.S.; providing that

17 i censed chil d-placing agenci es and

18 i nternedi ari es have exclusive authority for

19 adoptive placenent of children committed to the
20 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Servi ces;
21 anending s. 39.47, F.S.; providing procedures;
22 anendi ng ss. 39.471, 39.473, F.S.; conform ng
23 provisions; anending s. 409.166, F.S.
24 redefining the term"special needs child";
25 anendi ng s. 409. 167, F.S.; revising | anguage
26 with respect to the statew de adoption
27 exchange; anending s. 63.072, F.S.; relating to
28 persons whose consent to an adoption nay be
29 wai ved; anmending s. 63.092, F.S.; revising
30 | anguage with respect to the prelimnary hone
31 study; providing for certain docunentation
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anending s. 63.097, F.S.; providing for
rei mbursenent of certain fees; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (1) of
section 39.001, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, are anended
to read:

39.001 Purposes and intent; personnel standards and
screening. - -

(1) The purposes of this chapter are:

(b) To provide for the care, safety, and protection of
children in an environnent that fosters healthy soci al
enotional, intellectual, and physical devel opnent; to ensure
secure and safe custody; and to pronote the health and
wel | -being of all children within uagder the state and under
the jurisdiction of the state's courts state-s—care.

(d)1. To preserve and strengthen the child's famly

ti es whenever possible, renoving the child from parental
custody only when his or her welfare or the safety and
protection of the public cannot be adequately safeguarded
wi t hout such renoval ; and, when the child is renoved fromhis
or her owmn famly, to secure for the child custody, care, and
di scipline as nearly as possible equivalent to that which
shoul d have been given by the parents; and to assure, in al
cases in which a child nust be permanently renoved from
parental custody, that the child be placed in an approved
fam |y hone, adoptive hone, independent |iving program or
ot her placenent that provides the nost stable and permanent
living arrangenent for the child, as determined by the court.
2
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2. To assure that all children who are the subject of

an order termnating parental rights are expeditiously placed

i nto pernmanent hones and adopt ed.

3. To assure that no child remains in the departnent's

custody | onger than absol utely necessary.

4. To reduce long-termenotional and psychol ogi ca

damage to children by nandati ng that a permanent adoptive

pl acenment plan be imediately effectuated for each dependent

child upon ternmnation of his or her parents' rights.

5. To assure that a term nation of parental rights

will be effectuated no later than 18 nonths following a child

bei ng decl ared dependent.

6. To mandate the departnent's cooperation with

private child-placing agencies and internediaries in the

adoptive placenent of all children whose parents' rights have

been term nat ed.

7. To assure that all prospective adoptive parents are

consi dered for placenent of such children

8. To maxim ze the |likelihood of success in adoptive

pl acenents.
9. To mandat e dependency court approval of al

proposed adoptive placenents of children under the protective

supervi sion of the departnent and to grant authority to the

court to enter any order necessary to protect and pronote the

best interests of the child.

10. To expand the departnent's current contracts with

private child-placing agencies to include all adoptive

pl acements for children whose parents' rights have been

terni nated and whose foster parents and relatives are

unwi Il ling or unable to adopt.

3
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Section 2. Present subsections (35) through (76) of
section 39.01, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enment, are
redesi gnated as subsections (36) through (77), respectively,
and a new subsection (35) is added to said section to read:

39.01 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter

(35) "Internediary" neans a |licensed attorney who is a

nenber of The Florida Bar and authorized by chapter 63 to

place a child for adoption
Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 39.45, Florida
Statutes, is anended and renunbered as subsection (3) and a

new subsection (2) is added to said section to read:
39.45 Legislative intent.--
(2) It is the intent of the Legislature to:

(a) Assure that no child remains in foster care | onger

t han absol utely necessary.

(b) Reduce |long-termenotional and psychol ogi ca

damage to children by nandati ng that a permanent adoptive

pl acement plan be expeditiously effectuated for each dependent

child upon ternmnation of his or her parents' rights.

(c) Assure that all children who are the subject of an

order terminating parental rights are expeditiously placed

i nto pernmanent hones and adopt ed.

(d) To expand the departnent's current contracts with

private child-placing agencies to include all adoptive

pl acenments for children whose parents' rights have been

terni nated and whose foster parents and rel atives are

unwi Il ling or unable to adopt.

(e) Maximze the likelihood of success in adoptive

pl acenments.
(3)(2r It is the intent of the Legislature that each
child be assured the care, guidance, and control in a
4
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1| permanent hone which will serve the best interests of the
2| child s noral, enpotional, nental, and physical welfare and
3| that such honme preferably be the child s own hone or, if that
4] is not possible, an adoptive hone. It is the further intent of
5| the Legislature that, if neither of those options is
6 | achi evabl e, other options for the child as set out in this
7 | section be pursued. Wien a child nust be taken into foster
8| care, it is the intent of the Legislature that the parent or
9 | guardi an from whose custody the child has been taken assi st
10| the departnent to the fullest extent possible to |ocate
11 | relatives suitable to serve as caretakers for the child. It is
12 | the intent of the Legislature that permanent placenent with
13 | the biological or adoptive fanily be achi eved as soon as
14 | possible for every child in foster care and that no child
15| remain in foster care longer than 1 year. It is the further
16 | intent of the Legislature that a child be reunited with the
17 | child's natural fam |y whenever possible and, when not
18 | possible, that the child be pernanently placed for adoption
19 | or, when neither option is achievable, that the child be
20 | prepared for alternative pernmanency goals or placenents to
21| include, but not be limted to, long-termfoster care,
22 | i ndependent living, custody to a relative on a pernmanent basis
23| with or without |egal guardianship, or custody to a foster
24 | parent on a permanent basis with or wi thout |ega
25| guardianship. It is the intent of the Legislature, therefore,
26 | to help ensure a pernmanent hone for a child in foster care by
27 | requiring a case plan or, if the child's natural parents wll
28 | not or cannot participate in a case plan, a pernanent
29 | pl acenent plan and a periodic review and report to the court
30| on the child' s status. Wen two or nore children in foster
31| care are siblings, every reasonable attenpt shall be nade to
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1| place themin the sane foster hone; in the event of pernanent
2| pl acenent of the siblings, to place themin the sane adoptive
3| hone; and, if the siblings are separated, to keep themin

4| contact with each other. The inability to place siblings in

5| the sane adoptive hone, however, nust not delay or preclude

6| the i medi ate placenent of one child in an ot herw se

7 | appropriate and available hone if the court deternines such

8| placenent to be in the individual child' s best interest.

9 Section 4. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 39.451
10| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

11 39.451 Case planning for children in foster care.--
12 (1) In presenting the case plan to the court, the

13 | purpose of a case plan is to ensure pernmanency for children
14 | through recording the actions to be taken by the parties

15 ) involved in order to quickly assure the safe return of the

16 | child to the parents or, if this is not possible, the

17 | termination of parental rights and the placenent of the child
18 | with the departnent by er a |licensed child-placing agency or
19| an internediary for the purpose of finding a pernanent

20 | adoptive honme. Pernanent adoptive placenent should be +s the
21| primary permanency goal when parental rights are terninated a
22 | ehitd—is—permanentty—pracetd—wth—the—departrment—er—a—t+icensed
23 | ehitd-—pracing—agencey. Continuity of the ties and attachnents
24 | between the child and relatives and the child and the child's
25| foster parents shall be preserved by the foll ow ng:

26 (a) Relatives, whether or not they are foster parents,
27 | may choose to provide a pernmanent hone for the child wi thout
28 | the legal step of adoption

29 (b) Nonrelative foster parents of the child shall have
30| 3 nonths fromthe tine the term nation of parental rights

31| petition is granted.
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1 (c) When the child's relatives have stated that they
2 | cannot provide a permanent hone for the child and foster

3| parents have stated that they are unwilling or unable to

4 | adopt, then an internmediary or |icensed adopti on agency shal
5| pursue an adoptive placenent for these children. Later

6 | consideration of foster parents or relatives shall not be

7 | precl uded. H—t—+snet—possibletoFHntdapermanent—adopti-ve
8 | herre—the—caseplan—nust—recordthe—actions—taken—+for

9 | preparing—the—<chi-tdfor—altternati-vepermanency—goats—or

10 | ptacenrents—suech—as—tong—termfoster—care—or—independent

11 | Hviag—

12 (2) The case plan nust be linted to as short a period
13 | as possible for the acconplishments of its provisions. To

14 | bal ance the need for the child to achi eve permanency in a

15| tinely manner and the right of the parents to have an

16 | opportunity to conplete the objectives of the case plan when
17 | reunification is the primary goal an alternative pernanency
18 | goal nust al so be sel ected. Unl ess extended under s.

19| 39.453(8), the plan expires no |later than 18 nonths after the
20| date the child was initially renmoved fromthe hone.

21 Section 5. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and

22 | paragraph (c) of subsection (6) of section 39.453, Florida
23| Statutes, are anended to read:

24 39.453 Judicial review --

25 (1)

26 (c) After termination of parental rights, the court
27 | shall retain jurisdiction over any child for whom custody is
28 | given to a social service agency until the child is adopted.
29| The jurisdiction of the court after term nation of parental
30| rights and custody is given to the agency is for the purpose
31| of reviewing the status of the child and the progress being
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1| made toward pernmanent adoptive placenent by the departnent, an
2 | agency, or an internediary. As part of the continuing
3]ljurisdiction, the court shall determ ne the appropriateness of
4 | the adoptive placenent of the chil d. Aspart—ef—this

5 oRti-Rt-ng—ti-sd-eti-on—fer—goed—catise—shownb §

6 | ag—t+temtor—the—chittd—the—ecourt—rayreviewthe

7 | appropriateness—of—the—adoptiveplracerent—of—the—echitd-

8 (6)

9 (c) In acase in which the child has been permanently
10| placed with the social service agency, the agency shal

11| furnish to the court a witten report concerning the progress
12 | being nade to place the child for adoption by the departnent,
13| an agency, or an internediary. If, as stated in s. 39.451(1),
14 | the child cannot be placed for adoption, a report on the

15| progress nmade by the child in alternative pernmanency goals or
16 | pl acenents, including, but not linited to, long-termfoster

17 | care, independent living, custody to a relative or adult

18 | nonrel ati ve approved by the court on a permanent basis with or
19 | without | egal guardi anship, or custody to a foster parent on a
20 | permanent basis with or without |egal guardi anship, nust be
21| subnmitted to the court. The report nust be subnmitted to the
22 | court at least 48 hours before each schedul ed judicial review
23 Section 6. Section 39.456, Florida Statutes, is

24 | anended to read:

25 39.456 Exenptions.--This part does not apply to:

26 (1) M nors who have been placed in adoptive honmes by
27 | the department or by a licensed child-placing agency or an

28 | i nternediary;

29 (2) Mnors who are refugees or entrants to whom

30| federal regulations apply and who are in the care of a soci al
31| service agency; or

8
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1 (3) Mnors who are the subjects of ternination of

2| parental rights cases pursuant to s. 39.464.

3 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
4] 39.464, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

5 39.464 Gounds for termnation of parental rights.--
6 (1) The departnent, the guardian ad |litem a |licensed
7 | child-placing agency, or any person who has know edge of the
8| facts alleged or who is inforned of said facts and believes

9| that they are true, may petition for the ternination of

10 | parental rights under any of the follow ng circunstances:

11 (a) When the parent or parents have voluntarily

12 | executed a witten surrender of the child and consented to the
13| entry of an order giving custody of the child to the

14 | departnent or to a licensed child-placing agency or

15| internediary for subsequent adoption and the departnent, ofr
16 | Iicensed child-placing agency or internediary is willing to
17 | accept custody of the child.

18 1. The surrender docunent must be executed before two
19 | witnesses and a notary public or other person authorized to
20 | take acknow edgments.
21 2. The surrender and consent may be wi t hdrawn after
22 | aceeptance—by—the—departrent—or—Hcensed—chttd-pracing—agency
23| only after a finding by the court that the surrender and
24 | consent were obtained by fraud or duress.
25 Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 39.469, Florida
26 | Statutes, is anended to read:
27 39.469 Powers of disposition; order of disposition.--
28 (2) If the court finds that the grounds for
29 | termination of parental rights have been established by clear
30 | and convincing evidence, the court shall, by order, place the
31| child in the custody of the departnment for the purpose of an

9
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1| adoptive placenent by the departnent, a |licensed chil d-placing
2 | agency, or an internedi ary adoption—or—ptace—the—echit+din—the
3 | eustody—of—atiecensed—echita—pracingagency—For—the—purpose—of
4 | adept+on. Through the adopti on exchange, as authorized in s.

51 409.167, the departnent shall nmke available to all licensed

6 | child-placing agencies and internedi ari es the nane of any

7] child who is legally avail abl e for adoption and whose

8 | nonrelative foster parents are unwilling or unable to adopt

9] the child. The licensed chil d-pl aci ng agenci es and

10 | internedi ari es have shared responsibility with the departnent
11| for the adoptive placenment of these children

12 Section 9. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 39.47

13| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

14 39.47 Post disposition relief.--

15 (1) In the case of a child under the protective

16 | supervision of the departnent,a licensed chil d-placing agency
17 ) or an internediary with authority to pl ace the—departrnent

18 | whieh—+s—given—ecustoedy—of a child for subseguent adoption in
19 | accordanee—wth—this—chapter may place a the child in a fanmily
20 | hone for prospeetive—subseguent adopti on provided that:

21 (a) Al the procedures and prerequisites for an

22 | adoptive placenent under chapter 63 are conpl et ed;

23 (b) Al docunents evidencing conpliance with chapter

24| 63 are filed with the court;

25 (c) The dependency court shall deternine the

26 | appropri ateness of the prospective adoptive hone and deternine
27 | that the prospective adoptive parents have received ful

28 | di scl osure concerning the history of the child and are willing
29| and able to provide for all current and future recomendati ons
30| of the nmental health providers working with the child; and

31
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(d) The adoption is in the manifest best interest of

the child as deternined by the court after having considered

and evaluated all relevant factors; including, but not limted

to:
1. The ability and disposition of the prospective

adoptive parent or parents to provide the child with food,

clothing, nedical care or other renedial care recogni zed and

permtted under state | aw.

2. The capacity of the parent or parents to care for
the child to the extent that the child' s health and well - being
wi || be enhanced upon placenent in the prospective adoptive

hone.

3. The present nental and physical health needs of the

child and such future needs of the child as can be determ ned

and the capacity of the prospective adoptive parents to neet

t hose needs.

4., The child's ability to forma significant

relationship with a parental substitute and the likelihood

that the child will enter into a nore stable and per manent

famly relationship as a result of pernmanent adoptive

pl acenmrent with the prospective adoptive parent or parents.
5. The length of tine that the child has lived in a
stabl e, satisfactory environnent with the prospective adoptive

parent, if applicable, and the desirability of maintaining

continuity.
6. The depth of the relationship existing between the

child and the prospective adoptive parent or parents, if

possi bl e.
7. The reasonable preferences and wi shes of the child,

if the court deens the child to be of sufficient intelligence,

under st andi ng, and experience to express a preference.
11
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8. The recommendations of the child' s guardi an ad

litemor legal representative.

9. That every reasonable effort has been made, to have

si bl i ngs adopted together if appropriate, and that such

efforts having failed, the likelihood exists that the

prospective adoptive parent or parents will allow and pronote

continuing contact of the child with the child's siblings, if

such contact is deened to be in the child s best interest and

(e) Followup information services will be provided by

t he departnent upon the request of any fanmly who has adopted

a foster child.

(2) In any subsequent adoption proceeding, the parents
and | egal guardian shall not be entitled to any notice
t hereof, nor shall they be entitled to knowl edge at any tine
after the order terminating parental rights is entered of the
wher eabouts of the child or of the identity or |ocation of any
person having the custody of or having adopted the child,
except as provided by order of the court pursuant to this
chapter or chapter 63; and in any habeas corpus or other
proceedi ng involving the child brought by any parent or |ega
guardi an of the child, no agent of the licensed child-placing
agency, internediary,or departnent shall be conpelled to

di vul ge that infornmation, but may be conpelled to produce the
child before a court of conpetent jurisdictionif the child is
still subject to the guardi anship of the |icensed
chi |l d- pl aci ng agency, internediary, or departnent.

12
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Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
39.471, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:
39.471 Caths, records, and confidential information.--

(6) No court record of proceedings under this part
shal|l be admissible in evidence in any other civil or crimna
proceedi ng, except that:

(a) Oders terminating the rights of a parent and
commtting the child to a |icensed child-placing agency or the
departnent for adoptive placenent by a licensed chil d-pl acing
agency or internediary fer—adoption shall be admissible in
evi dence in subsequent adoption proceedings relating to the
chi | d.

Section 11. Subsection (3) of section 39.473, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

39.473 Appeal . --

(3) The taking of an appeal does not operate as a
supersedeas in any case unless the court so orders. However, a
term nation of parental rights order with placenent of the
child with a licensed child-placing agency or an internediary

the—depart+ent for subsequent adoption is suspended while the
appeal is pending, but the child shall continue in custody

under the order until the appeal is decided.

Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
409. 166, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

409. 166 Speci al needs children; subsidized adoption
program - -

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term

(a) "Special needs child" nmeans a child whose
per manent custody has been awarded to the departnment, er to a
licensed chil d-placing agency, or an internediary and

13
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1 +—Who—has—estabt-shed—signi-Hecant—emptionat—ties—wth
2 | hirs—or—her—foster—parents—or

3 2-is not likely to be adopted because he or she is:
4 1. a— Eight years of age or ol der

5 2.b— Mentally retarded

6 3.e€— Physically or enotionally handi capped;

7 4.d— O black or racially mxed parentage; or

8 5.e~ A menber of a sibling group of any age, provided
9] two or nore nmenbers of a sibling group remain together for
10 | purposes of adopti on.

11 Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 409.167, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 409. 167 St atew de adoption exchange; establishnent;
14 | responsibilities; registration requirenents; rules.--

15 (2)ta)r Each district of the departnent shall notify
16 | t he adoption exchange in witing of refer each child inits
17 | care who has been legally freed for adoption te—the—adoption
18 | exchange no | ater than 30 days after the date of the fina

19 | orders termnating the rights of the child' s parents
20
21
22 | ef—the—~chit+d.
23 (a) |If the district has identified a placenent which
24 | will occur within 3 nonths of the final order to terninate
25| parental rights, the notification sent to the adoption
26 | exchange shall so indicate. The adopti on exchange shall be
27 | notified within 10 worki ng days of such adoption pl acenent.
28 (b) The child's nane is to be held in an inactive
29 | status on the adoption exchange if one of the foll ow ng
30 | circunstances exists:
31

14
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1. The child is placed for adoption with the child's

foster parents, relatives, or another identified fanily and

such placenent will occur within 3 nonths of the order

ternminating parental rights. |If the child has not been placed

for adoption within 3 nonths after the termination order is

i ssued, the district shall provide an update to the adoption

exchange requesting that the child' s registration be taken off

i nacti ve stat us.

2. There is a significant change in the child's

physical, nental, or enotional status so that a nove to an

adoptive home would adversely affect the child's safety or

pl ace the adoption at increased risk for disruption. Such

status nust be docunented in the child' s case record, and a

copy attached to the adopti on exchange regi stration form The

district nust informthe adopti on exchange when the child

returns to active status.

3. Adoption is no longer the plan for the child and

t he goal change has been approved by the court. The adoption

exchange will close its case on children in this status.

4., Prior to placing a child in inactive status, the

departnent nust docunent the reasons for the action and nust

obtain the approval of the dependency court.

15
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(c) The departnent shall establish procedures for

nmonitoring the status of children who are not placed on the

adoption exchange within 30 days after the date of ternination
of parental rights as well as children with an inactive status

on the exchange within 90 days of becoming inactive, and at

90-day intervals thereafter until final judgnent of adoption
acceptance—by—the—departrent—for—permanent—plracenent.

Section 14. Subsection (4) of section 63.072, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

63. 072 Persons whose consent to an adoption nay be
wai ved. - - The court nay excuse the consent of the foll ow ng
i ndi viduals to an adoption

(4) The departnent, a | egal guardian, or |aw ul

custodi an of the person to be adopted, other than a parent,
who has failed to respond in witing to a request for consent
for a period of 60 days or who, after examination of his or
her witten reasons for withhol ding consent, is found by the
court to be withholding his or her consent unreasonably; or

Section 15. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
63.092, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

63.092 Report to the court of intended placenent by an
internediary; prelimnary study.--

(2) PRELI M NARY HOME STUDY. --Before placing the m nor
in the intended adoptive hone, a prelinminary honme study nust
be perfornmed by a licensed child-placing agency, a licensed
prof essional, or agency described in s. 61.20(2), unless the
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petitioner is a stepparent, a spouse of the birth parent, or a
relative. The prelimnary study shall be conpleted within 30
days after the receipt by the court of the internediary's
report, but in no event may the child be placed in the
prospective adoptive hone prior to the conpletion of the
prelimnary study unless ordered by the court. If the
petitioner is a stepparent, a spouse of the birth parent, or a
relative, the prelimnary honme study nay be required by the
court for good cause shown. The departnent is required to
performthe prelimnary honme study only if there is no
Iicensed chil d-placing agency, |icensed professional, or
agency described in s. 61.20(2), in the county where the
prospective adoptive parents reside. The prelimnary hone
study nmust be nade to deternmine the suitability of the
i nt ended adoptive parents and may be conpleted prior to
identification of a prospective adoptive child. A favorable
prelimnary hone study is valid for 1 year after the date of
its conpletion. A child nmust not be placed in an intended
adoptive hone before a favorable prelimnary hone study is
conpl eted unl ess the adoptive hone is also a |icensed foster
honme under s. 409.175. The prelininary hone study nust
i ncl ude, at a m ni mum

(e) Docunentation of counseling and education of the
i nt ended adoptive parents on adoptive parenting and, in the
case of a child under the supervision of the Departnent of

Children and Family Services, docunentation of counseling and

education including MAP (Mbdel Approach to Parenting) or

equi val ent training approved by the departnent;

If the prelimnary hone study is favorable, a mnor nay be
pl aced in the hone pending entry of the judgnent of adoption
17
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A mnor may not be placed in the hone if the prelininary hone
study is unfavorable. |If the prelimnary hone study is
unfavorable, the internediary or petitioner may, within 20
days after receipt of a copy of the witten recommendati on
petition the court to deternine the suitability of the
i nt ended adoptive hone. A determination as to suitability
under this subsection does not act as a presunption of
suitability at the final hearing. |In deternining the
suitability of the intended adoptive hone, the court nust
consider the totality of the circunstances in the hone.

Section 16. Subsection (2) of section 63.097, Florida
Statutes, is renunbered as subsection (3), and a new
subsection (2) is added to said section to read:

63. 097 Fees.--

(2) RElI MBURSEMENT. - -When the child being placed for
adoption by an internediary is a foster child place, pursuant

tos. 39.451(1), the person seeking to adopt the child shal

be responsi bl e for paynent of fees in accordance with

requi renents of paragraph (1). |If the foster child is a

speci al needs child, pursuant to s. 409.166, the fanily may

seek rei nbursenent fromthe departnent of up to $1,000 in

nonrecurring adopti on expenses, which may include attorney's

f ees.

Section 17. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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