Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 CS/ HB 1557

By the Committee on Transportation and Representatives
Hor an; Murman, Brown and Heynan

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to specialty license plates;

3 anendi ng s. 320.08056, F.S.; providing for a

4 Sea Turtle and an Adopt Greyhounds |icense

5 pl ate; providing for an annual use fee

6 anending s. 320.08058, F.S.; providing for the

7 di stribution and use of the annual use fee;

8 anending s. 370.12, F.S.; creating a narine

9 turtle grants programw thin the Departnent of

10 Envi ronnental Protection; providing an

11 ef fective date.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. Paragraphs (s) and (t) are added to

16 | subsection (4) of section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, 1996
17 | Suppl enent, to read:

18 320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--

19 (4) The following license plate annual use fees shal
20| be collected for the appropriate specialty |icense pl ates:
21 (s) Sea Turtle license plate, $17.50.

22 (t) Adopt G eyhounds license plate, $20

23 Section 2. Subsections (19) and (20) are added to

24 | section 320.08058, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, to read:
25 320. 08058 Specialty license plates.--

26 (19) SEA TURTLE LI CENSE PLATE. - -

27 (a) The departnent shall develop a Sea Turtle license
28 | plate as provided in this section. The word "Flori da" nust
29 | appear at the top of the plate, the words "Hel ping Sea Turtles
30 | Survive" nmust appear at the bottomof the plate, and the inage
31| of a sea turtle nust appear in the center of the plate.
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1 (b)1. The annual use fee proceeds shall be deposited

2| in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund in the

3 | Departnent of Environnental Protection.

4 2. The first $500,000 in annual use fee proceeds shal
5| be used by the Florida Marine Turtle Protection Programto

6 | conduct sea turtle protection, research, and recovery

7 | prograns.

8 3. The renmmining annual use fee proceeds shall be used
9| by the Departnent of Environnmental Protection for sea turtle
10 | conservation activities, except up to 30 percent of the

11 | renmi ni ng annual use fee proceeds shall be annually di sbursed
12 | through the marine turtle grants programas provided in s.

13| 370.12(1) (h).

14 (20) ADOPT GREYHOUNDS LI CENSE PLATES. - -

15 (a) The departnent shall devel op an Adopt G eyhounds
16 | license plate as provided in this section. The word "Fl ori da"
17 | nust appear at the top of the plate, and the words "Adopt

18 | G eyhounds" nust appear at the bottom of the plate

19 (b) The annual use fee proceeds shall be distributed
20| in equal anpbunts to the Anerican G eyhound Council to provide
21| funds for food and shelter for greyhounds who have raced and
22 | retired in this state, to the Friends of Geyhounds to support
23 | adopti on awareness prograns and adverti sing canpaigns, and to
24 | the Florida G eyhound Associ ation to devel op and fund an

25| annual Florida Bred Breeder's Cup.

26 Section 3. Paragraph (h) is added to subsection (1) of
27 | section 370.12, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, to read:
28 370.12 Marine aninmals; regulation.--

29 (1) PROTECTI ON OF MARI NE TURTLES. - -

30 (h) The departnent shall provide grants to coasta

31| |l ocal governnents, education institutions, and Flori da-based
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1| nonprofit organi zations to conduct nmarine turtle research

2 | conservation, and education activities within the state. The
3| departnent shall adopt by rule procedures for subnitting grant
4 | applications and criteria for allocating avail able funds. The
5] criteria nust include the scope of the proposed activity, the
6 | rel evance of the proposed activity to the recovery plans for
7| marine turtles, the demand and public support for the proposed
8| activity, the duration of the proposed activity, the

9| availability of alternative funding, and the esti mated cost of
10| the activity. The secretary of the departnent shall appoint a
11| conmmittee of at l|least five nenbers, including at |east two

12 | nongovernnental representatives, to consider and choose grant
13 | recipients fromproposals subnitted by eligible entities.

14 | Conmittee nenbers shall not receive any conpensation fromthe
15 | depart nent.

16 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
17
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