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By the_Committee on Transportation and Representatives
Fl anagan, Thrasher, Bainter, I vin, Burroughs, Dockery, Lynn,
Turnbul | and Bit ner

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to linmts on liability for

3 not or vehicles; creating s. 768.092, F.S.

4 limting liability for certain danages ari sing

5 fromnotor vehicle accidents; requiring renters

6 with foreign driver licenses to purchase

7 certain liability insurance fromthe notor

8 vehi cl e rental business; anmending s. 627.7263,

9 F.S.; nodifying |language required in rental and

10 | ease agreenents regardi ng i nsurance coverage

11 providing for a required notice; providing for

12 severability; providing an effective date.

13

14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15

16 Section 1. Section 768.092, Florida Statutes, is
17 | created to read:

18 768.092 Limts on liability for notor vehicles.--
19 (1) As used in this section, the term
20 (a) "Mdtor vehicle" neans all vehicles defined in s.
21 | 320. 01.
22 (b) "Mdtor vehicle owner" neans any person
23 | corporation, or other entity which owns or |eases a notor
24 | vehicle and | ends, |eases, or rents such notor vehicle to
25| anot her.
26 (c) "Collateral sources" shall have the sane neaning
27| as that termis defined in s. 768.76(2)(a)2., 3., and 4.
28 (d) "Secondary" neans coning after and not in addition
29| to any valid and collectible liability insurance, persona
30| injury protection insurance, or other insurance coverages
31| otherw se avail abl e.
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(2) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of law, a

not or vehi cl e owner:

(a) Shall not be liable for noneconom ¢ damages

arising froman accident involving said notor vehicle to any

person for the actions of a person renting or operating the

not or vehicle without a showi ng of negligence or intentiona

m sconduct on the part of the nmotor vehicle owner or, if such

owner is a business, its enpl oyees.

(b) Shall be liable for econom ¢ damages arising from

an accident involving said notor vehicle to any person for the

actions of a person renting or operating the notor vehicle

only up to $100, 000 per person and up to $300, 000 per accident

for bodily injury and up to $50, 000 for property damage

wi t hout a showi ng of negligence or intentional m sconduct on

the part of the notor vehicle owner or, if such owner is a

busi ness, its enpl oyees.

All damages payabl e under this section by a notor vehicle

owner shall be secondary, and shall be reduced by the total of

all anpunts which have been paid for the benefit of the

claimant, or which are otherwi se available to the cl ai nant,

fromall collateral sources. Nothing in this subsection shal

affect the rights and responsibilities of a notor vehicle
| essee under s. 627.7263.

(3) Nothing in this section shall affect the liability
of long termlessors under s. 324.021(9)(b).

(4) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in

s. 626.321, a notor vehicle rental business shall require that

renters with drivers' licenses issued by foreignh countries

shal | purchase nmotor vehicle liability insurance coverage from

the notor vehicle rental business in the anount of $200, 000
2
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1| per person, up to $500,000 per accident for bodily injury, and
2 [$50, 000 for property damage. Any such coverage shall be

3| deducted fromthe linmits of liability established for notor
4| vehicle owners for any clains under this section

5 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 627.7263, Florida
6| Statutes, is anended to read:

7 627. 7263 Rental and leasing driver's insurance to be
8| primary; exception.--

9 (Substantial rewordi ng of subsection (2). See

10 s. 627.7263(2), F.S., for present text.)

11 (2) |If the |l essee's coverage is to be primary, the

12 | rental or |ease agreenent nust contain the foll owi ng | anguage,
13 ] in at |east 10-point type:

14 "The valid and collectible liability

15 i nsurance and personal injury protection

16 i nsurance of any authorized rental driver or

17 |l easing driver is prinmary for the linits of

18 liability and personal injury protection

19 coverage required by ss. 324.021(7) and

20 627.736, Florida Statutes.

21 In no event will the (nane) notor vehicle

22 rental business be obligated to defend or

23 i ndemmify you if you cause an acci dent.

24 Further, if you or any driver of the

25 rental vehicle cause an acci dent which danages

26 property or injures others resulting in danmages

27 in an anount in excess of your own insurance

28 coverage limts, you may be held liable to the

29 (narme) notor vehicle rental business for any

30 suns it is caused to expend for damages, costs,

31
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and attorney's fees as a result of your having

caused an accident."

Section 3. If any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the

invalid provision of this act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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