Florida Senate - 1998 SB 172
By Senator Horne

6- 116A- 98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Departnent of H ghway
3 Safety and Mbtor Vehicles; repealing s.
4 324.201(5), F.S., which requires recovery
5 agents to notify |aw enforcenent of the tag
6 sei zure; amending s. 324.202, F.S.; expanding a
7 pilot project that authorizes a recovery agent
8 or recovery agency to seize the license plate
9 of a notor vehicle follow ng suspension of the
10 vehicle's registration or suspension of the
11 driver's license of the owner or operator of
12 the vehicle for failing to maintain persona
13 injury protection; requiring that the
14 departnment provide procedures for paying fees
15 and transnmitting a seized |license plate to the
16 | ocal | aw enforcenent agency; requiring the
17 departnent to report to the Legislature on the
18 results of the pilot project; providing an
19 ef fective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 324.201, Florida
24 | Statutes, is repeal ed
25 Section 2. Section 324.202, Florida Statutes, is
26 | anended to read:
27 324.202 Seizure of notor vehicle license plates by
28 | recovery agents. --
29 (1) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
30| Vehicles shall inplenent a statew de pilot project inBroward
31 | County—Pbatde—County—and—HH-sboerough—Cotunty to determ ne the
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ef fectiveness of using recovery agents for the seizure of
license plates. On January 1, 2000, &ctober—1—1996+t he
departnent shall provide a report to the President of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the chair
of the Senate Commerce Committee, the chair of the House

I nsurance Conmmittee, and the Majority and Mnority Leaders of
the Senate and the House of Representatives, on the results of
the pilot project. A licensed recovery agent or agents—and
recovery agency, agencies as described in s. 493.6101(20) and
(21), may seize the license plate ptates of a notor vehicle if
the vehicle's registration or the driver's license of the
owner or operator of the vehicle has vehietes—whose
regi-strations—have been suspended pursuant to s. 316.646 or s.
627. 733, irr—sueh—count+es upon conpliance with this section
and rul es of the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehi cl es.

(2) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es shal |

(a) Provide a procedure for the paynent of fees to
recovery agents or recovery agencies who seize license plates
pursuant to this section. This procedure shall include the
devel opnent and distribution of forns and nont hly renewal
notices, including the nane and nost current address avail abl e
to the departnent of persons not in conpliance with s. 316. 646

or s. 627. 733r—which—shatt—be—used—by—theserzing—recovery
. I . e I
to—the—tocal—taw-enforcenent—agency—purstant—to—s—324—260+%.

(b) Provide a nethod for the paynent of the fee in s.
627.733(7) to the recovery agent or recovery agency seizing
the license plate pursuant to this section. The requirenents
with respect to paynent nust provide that when the owner or
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1| operator whose driver's |license has been suspended under s.

2| 316.646 or s. 627.733 pays the reinstatenent fee to the

3 | Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles, the

4 | departnent shall pay the recovery agent.

5 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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9 SENATE SUMVARY

10 Del etes the requirenent that a recovery aPent notify |aw
enf orcenent agencies of the seizure of a license plate.

11 Requires the partnent of nghmaY Safety and Mptor
Vehicl es to expand statewi de a pilot project under which

12 a licensed recovery agent naY seize the license plate of
a notor vehicle if’the vehicle's registration or the

13 driver's license of its owner or opérator has been
suspended for failure to provide personal injury

14 protection.
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