Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1836
By Senator Brown-Wiite

10- 806A- 98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to water nanagenent districts;

3 creating s. 373.0835, F.S.; creating the

4 I ndependent Public Fiscal Ofice to provide

5 fiscal oversight of each water nmanagenent

6 district on behalf of the people of the state;

7 providi ng protection for enployees of the water

8 managenent districts and i ndependent

9 contractors; providing an effective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Section 373.0835, Florida Statutes, is

14 | created to read:

15 373. 0835 | ndependent Public Fiscal Ofice.--

16 (1) There is created the |Independent Public Fisca

17| Ofice as part of the Joint Legislative Auditing Committee. It
18| is the duty of the office to provide fiscal oversight of each
19 | wat er nanagenent district on behalf of the people of the
20| state. The fiscal staff enployed by the office shall work with
21| the enpl oyees of the water managenent districts, analyze the
22 | prograns and expenditures of each district, exam ne al
23| internal audit reports, and make reconmendations to the
24 | governi ng board of each district about prograns and
25 | expenditures that are unnecessary or exceed the district's
26 | authority as del egated by the Legisl ature.
27 (2) The conmittee shall enploy staff to work in the
28 | main administrative office of each water nanagenent district
29 | as foll ows:
30 (a) South Florida Water Managerment District, two
31| full-tinme enpl oyees.
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(b) Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent District, two

full-tine enpl oyees.

(c) Northwest Florida Water Managenent District, one

full-tinme enpl oyee.

(d) Suwannee Ri ver Water Managenent District, one

full-tinme enpl oyee.

(e) St. Johns River Water Managenent District, one

full-tinme enpl oyee.

(3) Water nmnagenent districts and i ndependent

contractors for the districts are prohibited fromtaking

retaliatory action against any enpl oyee who di scl oses

information to an enpl oyee of the | ndependent Public Fisca

O fice about any programor expenditure that is unnecessary or

exceeds the water nanagenent district's authority as del egated

by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the | ndependent Public Fiscal Ofice in the Joint
Legislative Auditing Conmttee to provide fisca

oversi ght of each water managenent district, Directs the
commttiee to enP!oy staff to work in each dist .
Provides protection fromretaliation for dijstr
enpl oyees who provide information to fiscal of

enpl oyees.
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