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By the Conmittee on Health Care Standards & Regul atory
Ref orm and Representatives Flanagan and Maygar den

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to nedical practice; providing

3 | egislative intent; creating the Task Force on

4 Tel enedi ci ne; providing for appoi ntnent of

5 nmenbers; providing for administrative support

6 by the Departnent of Health; providing duties;

7 requiring a report; providing for ternination

8 providing an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Task Force on Tel enedicine. --

13 (1) Because tel ecommuni cations technol ogy has made it
14 | possible to provide a wide range of health care services

15| across state |lines between physicians and patients, it is the
16 | intent of the Legislature to protect the health and safety of
17 ) all patients in this state receiving services by nmeans of such
18 | technol ogy and to ensure the accountability of the nedica

19 | profession with respect to unsafe and i nconpet ent

20 | practitioners using such technol ogy to provide health care
21| services to patients in this state.

22 (2)(a) There is created the Task Force on

23 | Tel enedi ci ne, consisting of nine persons appointed by the

24 | Secretary of Health as foll ows:

25 1. A representative of physicians |icensed under

26 | chapter 458, Florida Statutes.

27 2. A representative of osteopathic physicians |icensed
28 | under chapter 459, Florida Statutes.

29 3. Avrepresentative of the hospital industry.

30 4. A representative of the nanaged health care

31| industry.
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5. Arepresentative of a self-insured entity that is

engaged i n tel enedici ne.

6. A representative of a nedical school or an expert

in tel enedici ne.

7. A representative of the nursing hone industry.

8. A representative of pharmacists |icensed under
chapter 465, Florida Statutes.
9. Avrepresentative of a nultistate group practice

engaged in the practice of tel enedicine.

(b) The nenbers of the task force shall be appointed
by June 1, 1998. The Departnent of Health shall provide funds
for travel expenses and staff support, research, and data

retrieval and anal ysis services, as requested by the task

force to fulfill its duties.

(3) In consultation with the Ofice of the Secretary

of the United States Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces,

the task force shall address the foll ow ng:

(a) ldentification of various electronic

communi cati ons or tel econmuni cations technol ogies currently

used within the state and by other states to provide nedica

i nf or mati on.

(b) ldentification of |aws, regulations, and

rei mbursenent practices that serve as barriers to

i npl erentation of electronic conmunications related to nedica

care.

(c) Recommendation of the appropriate |evel of

regul ation of health care professionals necessary to protect

the health and safety of patients in this state, including

anal ysis of existing provisions governing in-state

professionals such as licensing, financial responsibility, and

nedi cal nal practice insurance requirenents.
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1 (d) Potential preenption of state regulation by the

2| Conmerce O ause of the United States Constitution

3 (e) Potential discrinination against an area of

4 | nedical specialty or against health care professionals of

5] other states or countries inposed by such regul ati on

6 (f) Potential antitrust concerns.

7 (g) The effect of reciprocity actions by other states
8| on health care professionals in this state who provide

9| consultative services through telenedicine to entities and
10| patients outside this state.

11 (4) The task force shall subnit a report of its

12 | findi ngs and recommendati ons by January 1, 1999, to the

13 | Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
14 | House of Representatives, and is term nated upon subm ssion of
15| the report.

16 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
17 | I aw
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