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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1869
By Representative Franke

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to children's health; anending
ss. 383.0112, 383.0113, 383.0114, and 383. 216,
F.S., relating to responsibl e fatherhood;
post poni ng date of a statew de synposi um
revi sing appoi ntnent of nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on on Responsi bl e Fat herhood; providing
terns; providing for assignment to the
Departnent of Health; providing for activities
related to responsibilities of fathers and
noncust odi al parents under the WAGES Program
aut hori zi ng funding; providing for inclusion of
certain prograns in the plan of each prenatal
and infant health care coalition; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section
383.0112, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to
read:

383.0112 The Conmi ssion on Responsi bl e Fat her hood;
pur pose; principles and responsibilities.--The purpose of the
Conmmi ssi on on Responsi ble Fatherhood is to raise awareness of
the problens created when a child grows up w thout the
presence of a responsible father, to identify obstacles that
i npede or prevent the involvenent of responsible fathers in
the lives of their children, and to identify strategies that
are successful in encouragi ng responsi bl e fatherhood.
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1 (2) RESPONSIBILITIES.--1n order to carry out the

2 | purpose of this section and s. 383.0113, subject to the

3| availability of funds, the comm ssion shall:

4 (g) Sponsor a statew de synposiumon the issue of

5| responsi bl e fatherhood no |ater than Decenber 1997 1996.

6 Section 2. Section 383.0113, Florida Statutes, 1996
7 | Suppl enent, is anmended to read:

8 383. 0113 Conmm ssion on Responsi bl e Fat her hood;

9| creation; nmenbership; powers and duties.--There is created the
10 | Conmi ssion on Responsi bl e Fatherhood in the Departnent of

11 | Heal t h and—Rehabititati-ve—Servieces.

12 (1) The commission shall consist of net—wore—than 25
13 | nenbers, as provided in this subsection and subsection (2)
14 | foHHows:

15 (a) Eleven Sevenr nenbers to be appointed by the

16 | Governor. The appointnents shall represent the various

17 | organi zati ons and individuals who have expertise in service
18 | delivery in the area of responsibl e fatherhood.

19 thy—The—executive—director—of—the+Horida—Center—for
20 | ehitdren—and—Youth—oer—the—di+rector—s—destgree—

21 te)—Fhe—executi-ve—director—of—the+Horida—Coattion
22 | Against—Dberestie—Violence—or—the—director—s—desighnee

23 (b) t&y A judge, to be appointed by the Chief Justice
24 | of the Suprene Court to serve a 2-year term

25 te)—Arepresentative—of-—Heatthy—Start—tobe—chosenby
26 | the—FHorida—Assectatioen—of—Healthy—Start—Coak-tions—

27 (c) ) Two nenbers of the House of Representatives, to
28 | be appointed by the Speaker to serve a 2-year term

29 (d) g Two nenbers of the Senate, to be appointed by
30| the President to serve a 2-year term

31
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13 | Corrreree—

14 tm—ATrepresentativefromtheFrorida—tamty—Couneit—
15 (e)fte)y Three additional menbers to be appointed by the
16 | other nenbers of the conm ssion based on specific needs to
17 | serve a l-year term

18 (2) The followi ng representatives of state agencies
19 | shall serve on the conmi ssi on Fechnical—assistance—wt—be
20 | provided—tothe—commsston—by—the—foHowng:
21 (a) The Secretary of Children and Fam |y Heatth—and
22 | Rehabititat+ve Services, or the secretary's designee.
23 (b) The Commi ssioner of Education, or the
24 | conmi ssioner's desi gnee.
25 (c) The Secretary of Labor and Enpl oynment Security, or
26 | the secretary's designee.
27 (d) The executive director of the Departnent of
28 | Revenue, or the director's designee. The designhee shall have
29 | experience with child support enforcenent prograns.
30 (e) The Secretary of Health, or the secretary's
31| designee. The desi gnee nmust have experience with
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communi ty-based prenatal and infant health care coalitions as
establ i shed under s. 383. 216. Arepresentative—of—TheParent
Network—of —Forida—

(f) The Secretary of Corrections, or the secretary's
desi ghee. A+epresentative—of—thetoridaNetwork—of—Youth—and
Farmity—Services—

r I I : het-reiidtal i
el . . I dedt he—bud ,
those—agencies—

(3) Al nenbers of the comm ssion, other than the
Governor's appoi ntnents and the comm ssion's appoi nt nents,
nmust be appointed by July 1 of each year wthin—30—days—after
this—seetion,—s—3830H12—and—s—383- 0114 beconret+aw. The
appoi ntnents of the Governor shall be made 30 days after the

ot her appointnents, to allow for the conposition of the
commi ssion to be broadly reflective of the public. Any nenber
may be reappoi nted. The chairperson and vice chairperson of

the comi ssion shall be appointed by the Governor and shal
serve for 2 years. The conmission is encouraged to appoint

subcommi ttees, including regional subconmittees, that include
citizens who are know edgeabl e in a subject area but who are
not nenbers of the conmmi ssion and who nmay not vote on the
final report and recomendati ons of the comm ssion, but may
submt reports and recommendations for review by the
conmmi ssion and may be invited to testify to the comi ssion by
a nenber of the commi ssion

(4) Menbers appointed by the Governor shall be
appoi nted for 4-year terns. However, initial terns of |ess

than 4 years nmay be utilized to ensure that no nore than 9

nmenbers' terns expire during the sane cal endar year.
4
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1 (5) Terns of appointees who are serving on the

2| comrission on the effective date of this act shall expire June
3| 30, 1997.

4 (6) (4 I . hat ol T .

5 e I : I . ’ I ,

6 | and—the—comr-sston—s—appointrents—are—+rmade—Menbers of the

7 | conmi ssion shall serve wi thout conpensation but shall be

8| all owed per diemand travel expenses, as provided in s.

9] 112. 061. Per diem and travel expenses of nenbers of the

10 | conmi ssion enployed by the State of Florida are to be provided
11| fromthe budgets of those enploying agencies. Menbers of the
12 | conmission who serve as nmenbers of the Legislature are to be
13 | reinbursed fromthe | egislative budget.

14 (7) €5y The conmission shall neet as the resources of

15 | the commi ssion all ow

16 (8){6) Subject to the availability of funds, the

17 | depart nent ef—Heatth—andRehabititative—Services is directed
18 | to contract with one or nore corporations, agenci es,

19 | individuals, or governnental entities to acconplish the goals
20| of s. 383.0112 and this section. The departnent ef—Heatth—and
21 | Rehabititative—Serviees nust ensure that the corporations,

22 | agenci es, individuals, or governnental entities, either

23 | separately or together, are able to provide staff support

24 | services and rmust have the research ability to carry out the
25 | purposes and responsibilities of the conmi ssion

26 (9) 7 The conmi ssion shall have the authority to

27 | apply for grants and accept private contributions.

28 (10) (8) The conmission is assigned to the departnent

29 | of—Health—andRehabit+itative—Services for adninistrative and
30| fiscal accountability purposes, but it shall otherw se

31
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function independently of the control, supervision, and
direction of the departnent.

(11) (9 The Covernor nmy renove any menber of the
conmi ssion for cause.

(12) 36y The commi ssion shall devel op a budget
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 216. The budget is not
subj ect to change by the departnent staff after it has been
approved by the conmission, but it shall be transnitted to the
CGovernor along with the budget of the departnent.

Section 3. Section 383.0114, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

383.0114 Conmmunity-based prograns to encourage

responsi bl e fatherhood. - -

(1) The community-based prenatal and infant health
care coalitions established pursuant to s. 383.216 are
permtted to establish and support conmmunity-based prograns
t hat encourage responsi bl e fatherhood. Prograns may be
i mpl erented in many areas of a conmunity including, but not
limted to, schools, hospitals, the workplace, and the courts.

(2) In devel opi ng and coordi nati ng the program and

financial plan for the | ocal WAGES Prograns as specified in s.
414.028(4), the |l ocal WAGES coalition shall consider issues
related to the responsibility of fathers to provide support to

their children. Such consideration shall include, but not

necessarily be linmted to, activities related to:

(a) |Inproved processes to establish paternity

devel oped in cooperation with the Departnment of Revenue, the

child support enforcenent program the healthy start

coalitions, and the Departnent of Health.

(b) Work activities for noncustodial parents as
described in s. 414.065(8). In addition to court-ordered
6
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activities, the plan may include work activities that

facilitate enpl oynent of noncustodial parents for whoma court

order has not been issued.

(3) WACGES Programresources nay be used for activities

desi gned to encourage noncustodi al parents to provide support

to their children to the extent pernmitted by federal |aw and

to the extent determ ned appropriate by the | ocal WAGES

coalitions, consistent with program and financial guidelines
establ i shed by the WAGES Program State Board of Directors.
Fundi ng approaches which | everage other federal, state, or

| ocal funds, such as, but not limted to, workforce

devel opnent funds, teen parent funding, and Healthy Start

funds, are to be encouraged.
Section 4. Section 383.216, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

383.216 Comrunity-based prenatal and infant health
care. - -

(1) The Departnent of Health and—RehabtHtative
Serviees shall cooperate with localities which wish to
establish prenatal and infant health care coalitions, and
shal | acknow edge and incorporate, if appropriate, existing
community children's services organi zati ons, pursuant to this
section within the resources allocated. The purpose of this
programis to establish a partnership anbng the private
sector, the public sector, state governnent, |ocal governnent,
community alliances, and maternal and child health care
providers, for the provision of coordinated comunity-based
prenatal and infant health care. The prenatal and infant
health care coalitions nust work in a coordi nated,
nonduplicative manner with [ ocal health planning councils
establ i shed pursuant to s. 408.033.
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(2) Each prenatal and infant health care coalition
shal | develop, in coordination with the departnment ef—Heatth
afnt—Rehabi-H-tative—Serviees, a plan which shall include at a
m ni num provi sion to:

(a) Performcomunity assessnents, using the Planned
Approach to Community Health (PATCH) process, to identify the
| ocal need for conprehensive preventive and primary prenata
and infant health care. These assessnments shall be used to:

1. Determine the priority target groups for receipt of
care.

2. Determ ne outcone perfornmance objectives jointly
with the departnent.

3. ldentify potential |ocal providers of services.

4. Deternine the type of services required to serve
the identified priority target groups.

5. ldentify the unmet need for services for the
identified priority target groups.

(b) Design a prenatal and infant health care services
delivery plan which is consistent with |ocal community
obj ectives and this section.

(c) Solicit and select |ocal service providers based
onreliability and availability, and define the role of each
in the services delivery plan

(d) Deternmine the allocation of avail abl e federal
state, and local resources to prenatal and infant health care
provi ders.

(e) Review, nonitor, and advise the departnment
concerning the performance of the services delivery system
and nmake any necessary annual adjustnents in the design of the
delivery system the provider conposition, the targeting of
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1| services, and other factors necessary for achieving projected
2 | out comnes.

3 (f) Build broad-based community support.

4 (3) Each prenatal and infant health care coalition

5] shall identify and encourage comunity-based prograns that

6 | pronpte successful strategies for involving responsible

7| fathers in the lives of their children

8 (4) 3y Supervision of the prenatal and infant health
9| care coalitions is the responsibility of the departnent. The
10 | departnent shall

11 (a) Assist in the formation and devel opnent of the
12 | coalitions.

13 (b) Define the core services package so that it is
14 | consistent with the prenatal and infant health care services
15| delivery plan

16 (c) Provide data and technical assistance.

17 (d) Assure inplenentation of a quality nmanagenent

18 | systemwithin the provider coalition

19 (e) Define statewide, uniformeligibility and fee
20 | schedul es.
21 (f) Evaluate provider perfornance based on outcone
22 | neasures established by the prenatal and infant health care
23| coalition and the departnent.
24 (5)t4)r In those communities which do not elect to
25| establish a prenatal and infant health care coalition, the
26 | depart nent ef—Heatth—andRehabititative—Serviees is
27 | responsible for all of the functions delegated to the
28 | coalitions in this section
29 (6) £5); The nenbership of each prenatal and infant
30| health care coalition shall represent health care providers,
31| the recipient conmunity, and the community at |arge; shal
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represent the racial, ethnic, and gender conposition of the
communi ty; and shall include at |east the foll ow ng:

(a) Consuners of famly planning, primary care, or
prenatal care services, at |least two of whomare | owincone or
Medi caid eligible.

(b) Health care providers, including:

1. County pubt¢ health departnents uhits.

2. Mgrant and conmunity health centers.

3. Hospitals.

4. Local nedical societies.

5. Local health planning organizations.

(c) Local health advocacy interest groups and
communi ty organi zati ons.

(d) County and nunici pal governmnents.

(e) Social service organizations.

(f) Local education conmunities.

(7)t6) Prenatal and infant health care coalitions may
be established for single counties or for services delivery
catchnent areas. A prenatal and infant health care coalition
shall be initiated at the local |evel on a voluntary basis.
Once a coalition has been organi zed locally and incl udes the
menber ship specified in subsection(6)¢5), the coalition nust
submt a list of its nenbers to the Secretary of Health and
RehabiHtative—Serviees to carry out the responsibilities
outlined in this section

(8)#- Effective January 1, 1992, the department ef
Heatth—and—Rehabittative—Serviees shall provide up to
$150, 000 to each prenatal and infant health care coalition
that petitions for recognition, neets the nenbership criteria,
denonstrates the commitnent of all the designated nenbers to
participate in the coalition, and provides a |ocal cash or

10
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i n-kind contribution match of 25 percent of the costs of the
coalition. An in-kind contribution match may be in the form of
staff tinme, office facilities, or supplies or other nmaterials
necessary for the functioning of the coalition

(9) £8) Local prenatal and infant health care
coalitions may hire staff or contract for independent staffing
and support to enable themto carry out the objectives of this
section. Staff shall have know edge and expertise in
community health and rel ated resources and pl anni ng, grant
writing, public information and conmmuni cation techni ques,
organi zati onal devel opnent, and data conpilation and anal ysi s.

(10) (9) Local prenatal and infant health care
coalitions shall incorporate as not-for-profit corporations
for the purpose of seeking and receiving grants from federal
state, and | ocal governnent and other contributors.

(11) £36) The departnment ef—Heatth—andRehabittative
Serviees shall adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this
section, including rules defining acceptable "in-kind"
contributions.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Reschedul es from Decenber 1996 to Decenber 1997 the date
of a statew de synposium on responsi bl e fatherhood
sponsor ed by the’ Comm ssion on. Responsi bl e Fat her hood.
Revi ses nenbership of the commission. Provides for

appoi ntnent to staggered terns, and provides for
expiration of current nenbers' terns. Provides for

assi gnnent of the conm ssion to the Departnment of Health.
Provides for activities under the WAGES Program rel at ed
to the responsibilities of fathers and noncist odi al
parents, and authorlzes_fundln?. Directs the prenatal and
infant health care coalitions to identify and. encourage
communij ty- based prograns that pronote responsible

f at her hood. 11
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