Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1893

. By Representatives Fasano, Stabins, Argenziano and
Littlefield

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to designation of state

3 bui |l di ngs; designating a state veterans

4 nursing hone in Land O Lakes, Pasco County, as

5 the "Bal donero Lopez State Veterans' Nursing

6 Hone"; providing an effective date

7

8 WHEREAS, the Florida Departnent of Veterans' Affairs is
9]in the process of constructing a second state veterans

10 | nursing hone in Land O Lakes, Pasco County, Florida, and

11 WHEREAS, a conmittee chaired by Representative M ke

12 | Fasano and conmm ttee nenbers Senator Jack Latval a,

13 | Hi Il sborough County Comm ssioner Chris Hart, Pasco County

14 | Conmi ssioner Ed Collins, Hernando County Conmi ssioner Ray

15| Lossing, Pasco County Veterans' Service Oficer Fred Harrop
16 | and Florida Departnent of Veterans' Affairs General Counse

17 | Ron Frankel considered nom nations fromthe public for nam ng
18 | the new state veterans' nursing hone, and

19 WHEREAS, the nane of First Lieutenant Bal domero Lopez,
20 | a Congressional Medal of Honor recipient, was placed in
21 | nomination and unani nously sel ected by the conmittee as the
22 | recommended nane of the new state veterans' nursing hone, and
23 WHEREAS, First Lieutenant Bal donero Lopez, U. S. Marine
24 | Corps, grew up in Tanpa, Florida, and graduated from
25| Hil |l sborough Hi gh School, and
26 WHEREAS, after graduation, Bal donero Lopez entered the
27 1 U.S. Navy and was sel ected for an appointnent at the U S.
28 | Naval Acadeny in Annapolis, Mryland, where he graduated in
29 | the upper third of his class, and was comissioned in the U S.
30 | Marine Corps, and
31
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WHEREAS, First Lieutenant Bal donmero Lopez was awar ded
t he Congressional Medal of Honor for his heroic deeds on
Sept enber 15, 1950, the day on which he gave his |life for his
country, and

WHEREAS, in action against eneny aggressor forces
during the Inchon Invasion in Korea on Septenber 15, 1950,
First Lieutenant Lopez was | eading his platoon agai nst eneny
beach defenses, and

WHEREAS, exposing hinmself to hostile fire, he noved
forward al ongsi de a bunker and prepared to throw a hand
grenade into the next pillbox, whose fire was pinning down his
sector of the beach, and

WHEREAS, taken under fire by an eneny autonatic weapon
and hit in the right shoulder and chest as he lifted his arm
to throw the grenade, he fell backward and dropped t he deadly
m ssile, and

WHEREAS, after a nonent, he turned and dragged his body
forward in an effort to retrieve the grenade and throw it, and

WHEREAS, in critical condition frompain and | oss of
bl ood, and unable to grasp the hand grenade firmy enough to
hurl it, he chose to sacrifice hinself, rather than endanger
the lives of his nen, and with a sweeping notion of his
wounded right arm cradl ed the grenade under hi m and absor bed
the full inmpact of the expl osion, and

WHEREAS, for his exceptional courage, fortitude, and
devotion to duty, he was awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. The State Veterans' Nursing Hone in Land O

Lakes, Pasco County, Florida, is hereby designated as the

"Bal donero Lopez State Veterans' Nursing Hone" in honor of

First Lieutenant Bal donmero Lopez.

Section 2. The Florida Departnent of Veterans' Affairs

is directed to erect appropriate narkers designating the State

Veterans' Nursing Hone in Land O Lakes as the "Bal donero

Lopez State Veterans' Nursing Hone."

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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HOUSE SUMVARY
Desi gnates the State Veterans' Nursing Hone in Land O
LakeS, Florida, as the "Bal donero Lopéz State Veterans'
Nur si ng Hone." Aut hori zes the Departnent of Veterans'
AffairS to erect suitable narkers.
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