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By Representative Merchant

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; anending s.

3 232.245, F.S.; revising provisions relating to

4 a district's conprehensive program for pupi

5 progression; requiring renedial instruction and

6 retenti on of students who have not nmet

7 district-required and state-required | evel s of

8 proficiency; providing reporting requirenents;

9 aut hori zi ng exenption fromretention

10 requi renments; anmending s. 232.2454, F.S.

11 revising provisions relating to student

12 perfornmance standards, instrunents, and

13 assessnent procedures; providing an effective

14 dat e.

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17

18 Section 1. Section 232.245, Florida Statutes, is
19 | anended to read:

20 232.245 Pupil progression; renedial instruction
21 | reporting requirenents. --

22 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that each
23 | student's progression fromone grade to anot her be deternined,
24| in part, upon proficiency in reading, witing, and

25 | mat hematics; that school district policies facilitate such
26 | proficiency; and that each student and his or her parent or
27 | l egal guardian be inforned of that student's acadenic

28 | progress.

29 (2) 1)y Each district school board shall establish a
30 | conpr ehensive program for pupil progression which nust

31 | incl ude:
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1 (a) Standards for eval uati ng shat—bebased—dpon—an

2 | evatuation—of each pupil's performance, including how well he
3| or she masters the perfornmance standards approved by the state
4 | board according to s. 229.565; —

5 (b) Specific |levels of performance in reading,

6| witing, and nat hematics for each grade | evel, including the
7| levels of performance on statew de assessnments at sel ected

8| grade levels in elenentary school, mddle school, and high

9 | school as defined by the Conmi ssioner of Education, bel ow

10 | which a student nust receive renediati on and nay be retained; —
11 (c) 2y—TFhedistriet—programfor—pupt-t—proegression

12 | shaHH—be—based—upon Local goals and objectives that whieh are
13 | conpatible with the state's plan for education, the state's
14 | education goals according to s. 229.591, and student

15 | performance standards for grades prekindergarten through 12;—
16 (d) Pertinent factors to be considered by the teacher
17 | before recommendi ng that a pupil progress fromone grade to
18 | anot her; and shatH—bepreseribed—bythedistriet—school—board
19 | irn—ts—rules—
20 (e) 3 Procedures Each—distriet—conprehensive—program
21 | for—pupirt—progresston—shatH—+efHHeet—an—-effort to identify
22 | students at each grade level in grades 9 through 12 who have
23 | attained a cunul ati ve grade point average of 2.0 45 or bel ow
24 | and—Fhe—programshatH—further—netude provisions for
25| assisting such students to achieve the +5 cunul ati ve grade
26 | poi nt average required for graduation pursuant to s. 232.246.
27 (3) Each student nust participate in the statew de
28 | assessnent tests required by s. 229.57. Each student who does
29 | not neet specific |levels of performance as deternined by the
30| district school board in reading, witing, and mathenmatics for
31| each grade level, or who does not neet specific |evels of
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perfornance, determ ned by the Conmi ssioner of Education, on

st atewi de assessnents at selected grade |levels, nust be

provided with additional diagnostic assessnents to deternine

the nature of the student's difficulty and areas of acadenic

need. The school in which the student is enrolled nust

develop, in consultation with the student's parent or |ega

guardi an, and inpl ement an academ ¢ i nprovenent plan designed

to assist the student in neeting state and district

expectations for proficiency. Each plan nust include the

provision of intensive renedial instruction in the areas of

weakness through one or nore of the following activities, as

consi dered appropriate by the school adninistration

(a) Summer school coursework;

(b) Extended day services;

(c) Parent tutorial prograns;

(d) Contracted acadeni c services;

(e) Exceptional education services; or

(f) Suspension of curriculumother than readi ng,

writing, and nat hematics. Renedial instruction provided during

hi gh school may not be in lieu of English and nat hemati cs

credits required for graduation

Upon subsequent evaluation, if the docunented deficiency has

not been corrected in accordance with the academ c i nprovenent

pl an, the student may be retained. Each student who does not

neet the m ni num perfornance expectations defined by the

Commi ssi oner of Education for the statew de assessnent tests

in reading, witing, and nathematics nmust retake the state

assessnent test in the subject area of deficiency and nust

continue renedial instruction until the expectations are net
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or the student graduates from high school or is not subject to

conpul sory school attendance

(4) Any student who exhibits substantial deficiency in

readi ng skills, based on locally deternined assessnents

conducted before the end of grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3, or

based on teacher recommendati on, nust be given intensive

reading instruction inmediately following the identification

of the readi ng deficiency. The student's readi ng proficiency

nust be reassessed by locally determ ned assessment or based

on teacher recommendati on at the begi nning of the grade

following the intensive reading instruction, and the student

nmust continue to be given intensive reading instruction unti

the reading deficiency is renedied. If the student's reading

deficiency, as deternined by the |l ocally detern ned

assessnent, is not renedied by the end of grade 2 or grade 3,

or if the student scores bel ow the specific |level of

perfornance, determ ned by the Conmi ssioner of Education, on

the statew de assessnent test in reading and witing given in

el enmentary school, the student nust be retained. The

Conmi ssi oner of Education nay exenpt a student from nmandatory

retention for good cause.

(5) Each district nust annually report to the parent

or | egal guardian of each student the progress of the student

towards achieving state and district expectations for

proficiency in reading, witing, and mathematics. The district

nmust report to the parent or |egal guardian the student's

results on each statew de assessnent test. The eval uati on of

each student's progress nust be based upon the student's

cl assroom wor k, observations, tests, district and state

assessnents, and other relevant infornmation. Progress
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reporting nust be provided to the parent or legal guardian in

witing in a format adopted by the district school board.

(6) The Commi ssioner of Education shall adopt rul es

necessary for the admnistration of this section

(7) The Departnent of Education shall provide

t echni cal assistance as needed to aid school districts in

admi ni stering this section.
Section 2. Section 232.2454, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

232.2454 District student performance standards,
i nstrunments, and assessnent procedures. --

(1) FheState Board—ofEducation—shatH—adopt—rutes—to
atthori+ze School districts are required to obtain or devel op
and i npl enent assessnents of student achi evenent as necessary

to accurately neasure student progress and to report this

progress to parents or |egal guardians according to s. 232.245

assesstrents—to—the—stateboard. Each school district shal
i mpl erent the assessnent program pursuant to the procedures it
adopt s.

(2) Each district school board shall adopt student
perfornmance standards for each acadenic programin grades 9
through 12 for which credit toward high school graduation is
awarded. The board shall also establish policies as to
student mastery of performance standards before credit for a
program nay be awarded. Teacher observations, classroom
assi gnnents, and exani nati ons may be consi dered appropriate

net hods of assessing student nastery.
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12 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
13
14 EE IR I b S b b I S I b I S b b S I I b S b S
15 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY
16 ) .. . . .
Revi ses provisions relating to a school district's
17 conpr ehensi ve program for Pupl| progression. Requires
remedi al instruction for students o do not neet certain
18 | evel s of proficiency. Requires retention of certain
student s o exhi bit” substantial readi ng deficiency.
19 Requi res student progress reports. ReviSes provisions
relating to student performance standards, |nstrunents,
20 and asséssnent procedures.
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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