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1
2 An act relating to health care; creating s.
3 154.501, F.S.; creating the "Primary Care for
4 Children and Families Challenge Grant Act";
5 creating s. 154.502, F.S.; providing
6 | egislative findings and intent; creating s.
7 154.503, F.S.; providing for the creation and
8 adm nistration of the Primary Care for Children
9 and Fanmilies Challenge Grant Program creating
10 s. 154.504, F.S.; providing for eligibility and
11 benefits; creating s. 154.505, F.S.; providing
12 an application process and requirenents;
13 aut hori zing contracts for health care services;
14 creating s. 154.506, F.S.; providing for
15 primary care for children and families
16 chal | enge grant awards; providing for |oca
17 mat chi ng funds; requiring a study and a report;
18 directing the Agency for Health Care
19 Admi nistration to seek federal waivers;
20 repealing s. 766.1115(12), F.S., relating to
21 expiration of the Access to Health Care Act;
22 anending s. 236.0812, F.S.; authorizing
23 certified match for expanded school - based
24 services; anending s. 409.904, F.S.; providing
25 techni cal changes; anending s. 409.905, F. S
26 aut hori zing a preventive focus for Medicaid
27 fam |y planning services; anmending s. 409.9071
28 F.S.; incorporating conforming revisions;
29 anending s. 409.908, F.S.; nodifying the
30 Medi cai d rei nbursenment for certified match
31 servi ces; anending s. 409.912, F.S.
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authorizing Medicaid to enter prepaid contracts
Wi th provider service networks; directing the
Agency for Health Care Admi nistration to
devel op a programto informcertai n persons
about sources of health care; anending s.
409.906, F.S.; authorizing the Agency for
Health Care Administration to pay for certain
services provided by a registered nurse first
assi stant; anending s. 409.9071, F.S.

i ncorporating conform ng revisions; anending s.
409.908, F.S.; authorizing the Agency for
Health Care Administration to pay for certain
services provided by a registered nurse first
assi stant; nodifying the Medicaid rei nbursenent
for certified match services; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 154.501, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

154.501 Short title.--Sections 154.501-154. 506 nay be
cited as the "Primary Care for Children and Fanilies Chall enge

G ant Act."

Section 2. Section 154.502, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
154.502 Legislative findings and intent. --

(1) The Legislature finds that, despite significant

state investnents in health care prograns, nillions of

| owi ncone Floridians, many of themfanilies with children

continue to lack access to bhasic health care. The Legislature

2
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1| finds that |ocal solutions to health care problens can have a
2| dramatic and positive effect on the health status of children
3]land famlies. Local governnents are better equipped to
4] identify the health care needs of the children and fanmilies in
5] their comunities, nobilize the conmunity to donate tinme and
6| services to help their neighbors, and organi ze health care
7| providers to provide health services to needy children and
8| fanmlies.
9 (2) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide
10 | matching funds to Florida counties in the formof primary care
11| for children and fanmlies challenge grants to stinulate the
12 | devel opnent of coordinated primary health care delivery
13 | systens for lowinconme, children and famlies. Further, it is
14| the intent of the Legislature to foster the devel opnent of
15| coordinated prinmary health care delivery systens which
16 | enphasi ze vol unteeri sm cooperation, and broad-based
17 | participation by public and private health care providers.
18| Finally, it is the intent of the Legislature that the Primary
19| Care for Children and Famlies Chall enge Grant Program
20| function as a partnership between state and | ocal governnents
21| and private sector health care providers.
22 Section 3. Section 154.503, Florida Statutes, is
23 | created to read:
24 154.503 Prinmary Care for Children and Famlies
25| Chall enge Grant Program creation; adninistration.--
26 (1) Effective July 1, 1997, there is created the
27 | Primary Care for Children and Families Chall enge Grant Program
28 | to be adnmi nistered by the Departnment of Health.
29 (2) The departnent shall:
30
31
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(a) Publicize the availability of funds and the net hod

by which a county or counties may submit a prinmary care for

children and famlies challenge grant application

(b) Develop a quality assurance process to nonitor the

guality of health services provided under ss. 154.501-154. 506.

(c) Provide technical assistance, as requested, to

primary care for children and famlies chall enge grant

reci pients.
(d) Develop uniformdata reporting requirenents for

primary care for children and famlies chall enge grant

reci pients, for the purpose of evaluating the perfornance of

t he projects.

(e) Coordinate with the primary care program devel oped
pursuant to s. 154.011, the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation
programcreated in s. 624.91, the school health services
programcreated in ss. 402.32 and 402. 321, the Healthy
Communi ties, Healthy People Programcreated in s. 408.604, and

the vol unteer health care provider program devel oped pursuant
to s. 766.1115.
(3) Aprimary care for children and fanilies chall enge

grant shall be in effect for 1 year and may be renewed for

addi ti onal years upon application to and approval by the

departnent, subject to neeting quality standards and out cones,

and subject to the availability of funds.

(4) The departnent is authorized to adopt rul es

necessary to inplenent ss. 154.501-154. 506.

Section 4. Section 154.504, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

154.504 Eligibility and benefits.--

(1) Any county or counties may apply for a primry

care for children and fanilies chall enge grant to provide

4
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primary health care services to children and famlies with

i ncones of up to 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

Participants shall pay no nonthly premiumfor participation,

but shall be required to pay a copaynent at the tine a service

is provided. Copaynents nay be paid from sources other than

the participant, including, but not limted to, the child' s or

parent's enpl oyer, or other private sources.

(2) Nothing in this section shall prevent counties

wi th popul ations | ess than 100, 000, based on the annual

estimat es produced by the Popul ati on Program of the University

of Florida Bureau of Econom ¢ and Busi ness Research, from

submitting a multi-county application for a primary care for

children and famlies challenge grant to jointly adm nister

and operate a coordinated multi-county primary care for

children and famlies programunder ss. 154.501-154. 506.

However, when such counties submit a joint application, the

application shall clearly identify one |l ead county with

respect to program accountability and administration

(3) Each county or group of counties submitting an

application to participate in the Primary Care for Children

and Fanilies Challenge Grant Program shall devel op a schedul e

of benefits and services appropriate for the population to be

served. However, at a mninmum such benefits nust cover

preventive and primary care services and include a

coordi nation nechanismfor linmted inpatient hospital care.
Section 5. Section 154.505, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

154. 505 Proposals; application process; m ninmm

requi renents. - -

(1) Any county or counties which desire to receive
state fundi ng under ss. 154.501-154.506 shall subnit an

5
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application to the departnent. The departnment shall devel op

an application process for the Primary Care for Children and

Fam | i es Chall enge Grant Program

(2) Applications shall be conpetitively reviewed by an

i ndependent panel appointed by the secretary of the

departnment. This panel shall deternine the relative weight

for scoring and evaluating each of the following el enents to

be used in the eval uati on process:

(a) The target population to be served.
(b) The health benefits to be provided.
(c) The proposed service network, including specific

health care providers and health care facilities that wll

participate in the service network on a paid or voluntary

basi s.
(d) The nethods that will be used to neasure

cost -ef fecti veness.

(e) How patient and provider satisfaction will be

neasur ed.
(f) The proposed internal quality assurance process.

(g) Projected health status outcones.

(h) The way in which data to neasure the

cost-effectiveness, outcones, and overall performance of the

programw || be collected, including a description of the

proposed i nformati on system

(i) Al local resources, including cash, in-Kkind,
voluntary, or other resources, that will be dedicated to the
pr oposal

(3) Preference shall be given to proposals which

(a) Exceed the mininmumlocal contribution requirenents
specified in s. 154.506.

6
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(b) Denonstrate broad-based | ocal support for the

project, including, but not limted to, agreenents to

participate in the service network, letters of endorsenent, or

ot her forns of support.

(c) Denonstrate a high degree of participation by

health care providers on a free or volunteer basis, or through

financial contributions. This nmay include participation by

publicly or privately funded health care providers, such as,

hospitals, county health departnents, community health

centers, or rural health clinics, in the service network.

(d) Are subnmitted by counties with a high proportion

of children and fanilies living in poverty and wth poor

heal th status indicators.

(e) Denonstrate coordinated service delivery with

existing publicly financed health care prograns, including

t hose prograns specified in s. 154.503(2)(e).
(4) Nothing in ss. 154.501-154.506 shall prevent a
county or group of counties fromcontracting for the provision

of health care services. A service network may incl ude, but

need not be limted to, special health care districts, county

heal th departnents, federally qualified health centers,

community health centers, and rural health clinics.
Section 6. Section 154.506, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

154.506 Prinmary care for children and famlies

chal | enge grant awards. - -

(1) Prinmary care for children and fanilies chall enge

grants shall be awarded on a matching basis. The county or

counties shall provide $1 in local matching funds for each $2

grant paynent nade by the state. Except as provided in

subsection (2), up to 50 percent of the county match may be

7
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in-kind in the formof free hospital and physician services.

However, a county shall not supplant the val ue of donated

services in fiscal year 1996 as docunented in the vol unteer

heal th care provider program annual report. The departnment

shal | devel op a net hodol ogy for deternining the value of an

in-kind match. Any third party rei nbursenent and all fees

coll ected shall not be considered | ocal match or in-kind

contributions. Fifty percent of the local match shall be in

the form of cash.

(2) A snall county with a popul ation of no nore than

50,000 may provide the required | ocal matching funds entirely

through an in-kind contribution as |ong as the new system of

care produces an increase in patients served or services

del i vered, or both.

(3) Gant awards shall be based on a county's

popul ati on size, or each individual county's size in a group

of counties, and other factors, in an anount as deterni ned by

the departnment. However, for fiscal year 1997-98, no fewer

than four grants shall be awarded.

(4) Children and fanmlies eligible for other state and

federally financed health care prograns shall exhaust al

health care benefits funded through those prograns prior to

receiving health services through the primary care for

children and famlies challenge grant. A program funded under

this act may bill for third party rei nbursenent for services

provi ded.
(5) Inplenentation of the Primary Care for Children

and Fanilies Challenge Grant Program shall be subject to the

al l ocation of a specific appropriation in the Genera

Appr opri ati ons Act.

8
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Section 7. (1) It is the intent of the Legislature

that there be an evaluation of the various health care

prograns serving children and fanmili es.
(2) The Agency for Health Care Adnministration, in
conjunction with the Departnent of Health, shall evaluate the

cost benefits, program effectiveness, and quality outcones

associ ated with a service delivery nodel versus an insurance

coverage nodel. The eval uation shall account for program

differences with regard to eligibility coverages, benefits,

popul ation differences, and other factors that may affect

pr ogram oper ati ons. This eval uation shall include, but not
be limted to, Medicaid, the Primary Care for Children and
Fam |lies Chall enge Grant Program the Children's Medica

Services alternative service network, and the Florida Healthy

Ki ds Corporation program The agency shall subnit a report of

its findings to the Legislature and the Governor by January 1,
1999.

Section 8. The Agency for Health Care Adninistration

working jointly with the Departnent of Health and the Florida

Heal thy Kids Corporation, is directed to seek federal waivers

to secure Title XIX matching funds for the Florida Healthy

Kids programand the Primary Care for Children and Fanmilies

Chal l enge Grant. The federal waiver application shall seek

Medi caid matching funds for all general revenue, fanmly

contributions, and local contributions. The nunber of persons

supported with federal matching funds under the Florida

Heal thy Kids Corporation shall not exceed the nunber annually

specified in the General Appropriations Act.
Section 9. Effective June 30, 1997, subsection (12) of
section 766. 1115, Florida Statutes, as created by section 1 of

chapter 92-278, Laws of Florida, is hereby repeal ed.

9
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1 Section 10. Subsection (1) of section 236.0812,
2| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
3 236.0812 Medicaid certified school funding
4 | maxi ni zation. - -
5 (1) Each school district, subject to the provisions of
6 | ss.s-409.9071 and 409.908(21), appropriate federa
7 | authorization,and this section, is authorized to certify
8 | funds provided for school -based physical and behavioral health
9 | and transport at i on;—ececupationa—antd—speech—therapy services
10| for the purpose of earning federal Medicaid financial
11 | participation. Wile not linited to these services, each
12 | participating school district nust place an enphasis on direct
13 | nedically rel ated nursing services.
14 Section 11. Section 409.904, Florida Statutes, 1996
15 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:
16 409.904 Optional paynents for eligible persons.--The
17 | agency departrent may make paynents for nedical assistance and
18 | rel ated services on behalf of the followi ng persons who are
19 | det er mi ned the—departrent—deternnes to be eligible subject to
20| the incone, assets, and categorical eligibility tests set
21| forth in federal and state law. Paynment on behal f of these
22 | Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the availability of
23 | noneys and any limtations established by the Genera
24 | Appropriations Act or chapter 216.
25 (1) A person who is age 65 or older or is detern ned
26 | by—the—departrwent to be di sabl ed, whose incone is at or bel ow
27 | 100 percent of federal poverty level, and whose assets do not
28 | exceed established linitations estabHshedby—the—departrent.
29 (2) A famly, a pregnant worman, a child under age 18
30| a person age 65 or over, or a blind or disabled person who
31| would be eligible under any group listed in s. 409.903(1),

10
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(2), or (3), except that the incone or assets of such fanmly

or person exceed established linitations estabH-shetd—by—the

departwent. For a family or person in this group, nedica
expenses are deductible fromincone in accordance with federa

requirenments in order to nmake a deternination of eligibility.
A famly or person in this group, which group is known as the
"medically needy," is eligible to receive the sane services as
other Medicaid recipients, with the exception of services in
skilled nursing facilities and internediate care facilities
for the devel opnental |y di sabl ed.

(3) A person who is in need of the services of a
licensed nursing facility, a licensed internediate care
facility for the devel opnental |y disabled, or a state nental
hospital, whose incone does not exceed 300 percent of the SSI
i ncone standard, and who neets the assets standards
est abl i shed under federal and state |aw

(4) A lowincone person who neets all other
requirements for Medicaid eligibility except citizenship and
who is in need of energency nedical services. The eligibility
of such a recipient is linmted to the period of the energency,
in accordance with federal regul ations.

(5) Subject to specific federal authorization, a

postpartum wonan living in a fanily that has an incone that is

at or bel ow 185 percent of the nobst current federal poverty

level is eligible for famly planning services as specified in

s. 409.905(3) for a period of up to 24 nonths following a

pregnancy for which Medicaid paid for pregnancy-rel ated

servi ces.
Section 12. Subsection (3) of section 409.905, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

11
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409. 905 Mandatory Medicaid services. --The agency may
nmake paynents for the follow ng services, which are required
of the state by Title XI X of the Social Security Act,
furni shed by Medicaid providers to recipients who are
determined to be eligible on the dates on which the services
were provided. Any service under this section shall be
provi ded only when nedically necessary and in accordance with
state and federal law. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to prevent or limt the agency from adjusting fees,
rei mbursenent rates, |lengths of stay, nunber of visits, nunber
of services, or any other adjustnents necessary to conply with
the availability of noneys and any linitations or directions
provided for in the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

(3) FAMLY PLANNI NG SERVI CES. - - The agency shal |l pay
for services necessary to enable a recipient voluntarily to
plan family size or to space children. These services include
i nformati on; ;-education; counseling regarding the

availability, benefits, and risks of each nmethod of pregnancy

prevention; ;-drugs and supplies;;and necessary nedi cal care
and followp. Each recipient participating in the fanmly
pl anni ng portion of the Medicaid program nust be provided
freedomto choose any alternative nethod of fam |y planning,
as required by federal |aw

Section 13. Subsection (1) of section 409.9071,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to read:

409.9071 Medicaid provider agreenents for schoo
districts certifying state match. --

(1) Subject to any limtations provided for in the
Ceneral Appropriations Act, the agency, in conpliance with
appropriate federal authorization, shall devel op policies and

procedures to allow for certification of state and | oca

12
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educati on funds whi ch have been provided for services as

authorized in s. 236.0812 physiecat—occupationat—and—speech
therapy——servieces. Any state or local funds certified pursuant

to this section shall be for children with specified
disabilities who are eligible for beth Medicaid and the

exceptional—student—educat-on—program—and who have an

i ndi vidualized educati onal plan that denbnstrates that such

services are nedically necessary and a physician authorization
order if where required by federal Medicaid |aws.

Section 14. Subsection (21) of section 409. 908,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to read:

409. 908 Rei nbursenent of Medicaid providers. --Subject
to specific appropriations, the agency shall reinburse
Medi caid providers, in accordance with state and federal |aw,
according to nmethodol ogies set forth in the rules of the
agency and in policy manual s and handbooks i ncorporated by
reference therein. These nethodol ogies may i nclude fee
schedul es, rei nbursenent nethods based on cost reporting,
negoti ated fees, conpetitive bidding pursuant to s. 287.057,
and ot her nechani sns the agency considers efficient and
ef fective for purchasing services or goods on behal f of
reci pients. Paynent for Medicaid conpensabl e services nmade on
behal f of Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the
availability of noneys and any linitations or directions
provided for in the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.
Further, nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
or limt the agency from adjusting fees, reinbursenent rates,
| engt hs of stay, nunber of visits, or nunber of services, or
maki ng any ot her adjustnents necessary to conply with the
availability of noneys and any linitations or directions
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provided for in the General Appropriations Act, provided the
adjustnment is consistent with legislative intent.

(21) The agency may rei nmburse school districts which
certify the state match pursuant to s. 409.9071 for the
federal portion of erther—theMdieard+fee—o+ the schoo
district's allowable costs to deliver the services, subject to
federal approval whiechever—+s—+tess. The school district shal
determ ne the allowable costs for delivering therapy services
as authorized in s. 236.0812 for which the state Medicaid
match will be certified, based on the policies and procedures

publ i shed by the agency. Rei nbursenent of school - based therapy
providers is contingent on such providers being enrolled as
Medi caid therapy providers and neeting the qualifications
contained in 42 CF. R s. 440.110, unless otherw se wai ved by
the federal Health Care Financing Admi nistration. Speech

t herapy providers who are certified through the Departnment of
Education pursuant to rule 6A-4.0176, Florida Adm nistrative
Code, may bill for services that are provided on schoo

prem ses.

Section 15. Subsection (3) of section 409.912, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

409.912 Cost-effective purchasing of health care.--The
agency shall purchase goods and services for Mdicaid
recipients in the nost cost-effective manner consistent with
the delivery of quality nedical care. The agency shal
maxi ni ze the use of prepaid per capita and prepai d aggregate
fi xed-sum basi s servi ces when appropriate and ot her
alternative service delivery and rei nmbursenent nethodol ogi es,

i ncludi ng conpetitive bidding pursuant to s. 287.057, designed
to facilitate the cost-effective purchase of a case-nmanaged
conti nuum of care. The agency shall also require providers to

14
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m ninize the exposure of recipients to the need for acute
i npatient, custodial, and other institutional care and the
i nappropriate or unnecessary use of high-cost services.

(3) The agency may contract wth:

(a) An entity that provides no prepaid health care
servi ces other than Medicaid services under contract with the
agency and which is owned and operated by a county, county
public health unit, or county-owned and operated hospital to
provide health care services on a prepaid or fixed-sum basis
to recipients, which entity nmay provide such prepaid services
either directly or through arrangenents with other providers.
Such prepaid health care services entities nust be |icensed
under parts | and Il by July 1, 1997, and until then are
exenpt fromthe provisions of part | of chapter 641. An entity
recogni zed under this paragraph which denonstrates to the
satisfaction of the Departnent of Insurance that it is backed
by the full faith and credit of the county in which it is
| ocated nay be exenpted froms. 641.225.

(b) An entity that is providing conprehensive
i npatient and outpatient nental health care services to
certain Medicaid recipients in Hillsborough, Highlands,

Har dee, Manatee, and Pol k Counties, through a capitated,
prepai d arrangenent pursuant to the federal waiver provided
for by s. 409.905(5). Such an entity nust becone |icensed
under chapter 624 or chapter 641 by Decenber 31, 1998, and is
exenpt fromthe provisions of part | of chapter 641 unti

then. However, if the entity assunes risk, the Departnent of

I nsurance shall devel op appropriate regulatory requirenents by
rul e under the insurance code before the entity becones
oper ati onal

15
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(c) A federally qualified health center or an entity
owned by one or nore federally qualified health centers or an
entity owned by other nigrant and community health centers
recei ving non-Medicaid financial support fromthe Federa
Governnent to provide health care services on a prepaid or
fixed-sum basis to recipients. Such prepaid health care
services entity nust be |licensed under parts | and Il of
chapter 641 by July 1, 1997. However, such an entity is
exenpt froms. 641.225 if the entity neets the requirenents
specified in subsections (14) and (15).

(d) No nore than four provider service networks for

denonstration projects to test Medicaid direct contracting.

However, no such denonstration project shall be established

with a Federally Qualified Health Center nor shall any

provi der service network under contract with the agency

pursuant to this paragraph include a Federally Qualified

Health Center in its provider network. One denobnstration

project nust be located in Orange County. The denpnstration

projects may be reinbursed on a fee-for-service or prepaid

basis. A provider service network which is reinbursed by the

agency on a prepaid basis shall be exenpt fromparts | and ||

of chapter 641, but nust neet appropriate financial reserve,

gual ity assurance and patient rights requirenents as

establi shed by the agency. The agency shall award contracts

on a conpetitive bid basis and shall sel ect bidders based upon

price and quality of care. Medicaid recipients assigned to a

denonstration project shall be chosen equally fromthose who

woul d ot herwi se have been assigned to prepaid plans and

Medi Pass. The agency is authorized to seek federal Mdicaid

wai vers as necessary to inplenent the provisions of this

section. A denpnstration project awarded pursuant to this
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par agraph shall be for two years fromthe date of

i npl emrent ati on.
Section 16. The Agency for Health Care Administration
shal | develop a program in conjunction with the Departnent of

Education, the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services, the

Departnent of Health, local school districts, and other

st akehol ders to identify | owinconme, uninsured children and,

to the extent possible and subject to appropriation, refer

themto the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services for a

Medicaid eligibility deternmination and provide parents with

i nformati on about alternative sources of health care.
Section 17. Present subsections (20) and (21) of

section 409.906, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenment, are

renunbered as subsections (21) and (22), respectively, and a

new subsection (20) is added to that section to read:

409.906 Optional Medicaid services.--Subject to
speci fic appropriations, the agency may make paynents for
services which are optional to the state under Title Xl X of
the Social Security Act and are furnished by Medicaid
providers to recipients who are determned to be eligible on
the dates on which the services were provided. Any optiona
service that is provided shall be provided only when nedically
necessary and in accordance with state and federal |aw.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent or linmt
the agency from adjusting fees, reinbursenent rates, |engths
of stay, nunber of visits, or nunber of services, or naking
any ot her adjustnents necessary to conply with the
availability of noneys and any linitations or directions
provided for in the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.
Optional services nmay include:

17
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(20) REQ STERED NURSE FI RST ASSI STANT SERVI CES. - - The
agency may pay for all services provided to a recipient by a

regi stered nurse first assistant as described in s. 464.027.

Rei nbur senent for such services may not be |less than 80

percent of the reinbursenment that would be paid to a physician

providi ng the sane services.
Section 18. Subsection (1) of section 409.9071,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to read:

409.9071 Medicaid provider agreenents for schoo
districts certifying state match. --

(1) Subject to any limtations provided for in the
Ceneral Appropriations Act, the agency, in conpliance with
appropriate federal authorization, shall devel op policies and
procedures to allow for certification of state and | oca
educati on funds which have been provided for services as

authorized in s. 236.0812 physiecat—occupationat—and—speech
therapy——servieces. Any state or local funds certified pursuant

to this section shall be for children with specified
disabilities who are eligible for beth Medicaid and the

exceptional—student—educaton—program—and who have an

i ndi vidualized educati onal plan that denbnstrates that such

services are nedically necessary and a physician authorization
order if where required by federal Medicaid | aws.

Section 19. Present paragraphs (q), (r), and (s) of
subsection (3) of section 409.908, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, are redesignated as paragraphs (r), (s), and (t),
respectively, and a new paragraph (q) is added to that
subsection, and subsection (21) of that section is anended, to
read:

409. 908 Rei nbursenent of Medicaid providers. --Subject
to specific appropriations, the agency shall reinburse

18
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1| Medicaid providers, in accordance with state and federal |aw,
2 | according to net hodol ogies set forth in the rules of the
3 | agency and in policy nanuals and handbooks i ncorporated by
4 | reference therein. These nethodol ogies may i nclude fee
5| schedul es, reinbursenent nethods based on cost reporting,

6 | negoti ated fees, conpetitive bidding pursuant to s. 287.057,

7 | and other mechani sns the agency considers efficient and

8 | effective for purchasing services or goods on behal f of

9| recipients. Paynent for Medicaid conpensable services nade on
10 | behal f of Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the

11| availability of npbneys and any linitations or directions

12 | provided for in the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.
13| Further, nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
14 ) or limt the agency from adjusting fees, reinbursenent rates,
15| I engt hs of stay, nunber of visits, or nunber of services, or
16 | maki ng any ot her adjustnents necessary to conply with the

17 | availability of npbneys and any linitations or directions

18 | provided for in the General Appropriations Act, provided the
19 | adjustnent is consistent with legislative intent.

20 (3) Subject to any limtations or directions provided
21| for in the General Appropriations Act, the foll owing Medicaid
22 | services and goods nmay be rei nbursed on a fee-for-service

23 | basis. For each all owable service or goods furnished in

24 | accordance with Medicaid rules, policy nmanuals, handbooks, and
25| state and federal |aw, the paynent shall be the anount billed
26 | by the provider, the provider's usual and customary charge, or
27 | the maxi rum al | owabl e fee established by the agency, whichever
28 | anpbunt is less, with the exception of those services or goods
29 | for which the agency nakes paynent using a nethodol ogy based
30| on capitation rates, average costs, or negotiated fees.

31 (q) Registered nurse first assistant services.
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1 (21) The agency mmy rei nmburse school districts which
2| certify the state match pursuant to s. 409.9071 for the
3| federal portion of erther—theMdicaid—+Fee—or the schoo
4| district's allowable costs to deliver the services, subject to
5| federal approval whiehever—s—+ess. The school district shal
6 | determ ne the allowabl e costs for delivering therapy services
7| as authorized in s. 236.0812 for which the state Medicaid
8| match will be certified, based on the policies and procedures
9 | published by the agency. Rei nbursenent of school -based therapy
10 | providers is contingent on such providers being enrolled as
11 | Medicaid therapy providers and neeting the qualifications
12 | contained in 42 CF.R s. 440.110, unl ess otherw se wai ved by
13| the federal Health Care Financing Administration. Speech
14 | therapy providers who are certified through the Departnent of
15 | Education pursuant to rule 6A-4.0176, Florida Admnistrative
16 | Code, may bill for services that are provided on schoo
17 | prem ses.
18 Section 20. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
19 | I aw
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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