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ENROLLED
1998 Legislature SB 200, 2nd Engrossed

An act relating to fines and court costs;
creating s. 938.35, F.S.; providing that a
county may assign the collection of fines,

court costs, and other costs inposed by the
court arising fromoffenses committed in the
county and remaining unpaid after a certain
period to a private attorney or collection
agency under specified circunstances; providing
gui del i nes and procedures; providing attorney's
fees to offset collection costs; providing a
limtation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 938.35, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
938.35 Collection of court-related financi al

obligations.--Any provision of |aw notwi thstanding, a county

may pursue the collection of any fines, court costs, or other

costs inposed by the court which remain unpaid for 90 days or

nore, or refer such collection to a private attorney who is a

nenber in good standing of The Florida Bar or collection agent

who is registered and in good standi ng pursuant to chapter

559. In pursuing the collection of such unpaid financi al

obligations through a private attorney or collection agent,

t he governing body of the county nust deternine that such

collection is cost-effective and the county nust foll ow

appl i cabl e procurenent practices. The costs of collection

i ncluding a reasonable attorney's fee, nay be recovered,
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except that such fees and costs of collection may not exceed

40 percent of the total fines and costs owed.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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