Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2084
By Senator dary

7-1108-98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to building codes; anending s.
3 468.603, F.S.; providing definitions; creating
4 s. 468.604, F.S.; providing responsibilities of
5 bui | di ng code adm ni strators, plans exam ners,
6 and i nspectors; amending s. 468.605, F.S.

7 provi di ng nenbership of the Florida Building

8 Code Admi nistrators and | nspectors Board;

9 anending s. 468.609, F.S.; providing standards
10 for certification as an inspector, building

11 code administrator, or plans exam ner

12 elimnating the board's authority to issue

13 tenmporary certificates; anending s. 468.617,

14 F.S.; providing that nothing prohibits |oca

15 governnments fromcontracting with certified

16 persons to performinspections; anending s.

17 468. 627, F.S.; increasing the initial

18 exam nation fee; anending s. 468.631, F.S.

19 providing for surcharge funds to be used for
20 conti nui ng education and other training
21 prograns; providing that | ocal governnent
22 enpl oyees responsi ble for inspection and
23 enforcenent of building codes do not pay for
24 such prograns; providing an effective date.
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (6) of section
29| 468.603, Florida Statutes, is anended and paragraph (h) is
30 | added to that subsection to read:
31 468.603 Definitions.--As used in this part:
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1 (6) "Categories of building inspectors" include the
2| foll owi ng:
3 (c) "Conmercial electrical inspector" neans a person
41 who is qualified to inspect and determi ne the electrica
5| safety of comercial buildings and structures by inspecting
6| for conpliance with the provisions of the governi ng Nationat
7| electrical code.
8 (h) "Electrical inspector" nmeans a person who is
9| qualified to inspect and deternine the electrical safety of
10 | conmercial and residential buildings and accessory structures
11| by inspecting for conpliance with the provisions of the
12 | governing el ectrical code.
13 Section 2. Section 468.604, Florida Statutes, is
14 | created to read:
15 468. 604 Responsibilities of building code
16 | adni ni strators, plans exani ners and inspectors. --
17 (1) It is the responsibility of the building code
18 | adninistrator or building official to adninistrate, supervise,
19 | direct, enforce or performthe pernitting and inspection of
20 | construction, alteration, repair, renodeling, or denolition of
21 | structures and the installation of building systens within the
22 | boundaries of their governnental jurisdiction, when permtting
23| is required, to ensure conpliance with building, plunbing,
24 | nechanical, electrical, gas fuel, energy conservation
25 | accessibility and other construction codes which are required
26 | or adopted by nunicipal code, county ordi nance, or state | aw.
27 | The building code adninistrator or building official shal
28 | faithfully performthese responsibilities without interference
29 | from any person. These responsibilities include:
30 (a) The review of construction plans to ensure
31| conpliance with all applicable codes. The construction pl ans
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nmust be revi ewed before the i ssuance of any buil ding, system

installation, or other construction pernit. The revi ew of

construction plans nust be done by the building code

adm nistrator or building official or by a person having the

appropriate plans exami ner license issued under this chapter

(b) The inspection of each phase of construction where

a building or other construction pernmt has been issued. The

bui |l ding code admi nistrator or building official, or a person

havi ng the appropriate building code i nspector |icense issued

under this chapter, shall inspect the construction or

installation to ensure that the work is perforned in

accordance with applicabl e codes.

(2) It is the responsibility of the building code

i nspector to conduct inspections of construction, alteration

repair, renodeling, or denplition of structures and the

installation of building systenms, when pernitting is required,

to ensure conpliance with building, plunbing, nmechanical

el ectrical, gas fuel, energy conservation, accessibility, and

ot her construction codes required by nunicipal code, county

ordi nance, or state |aw. Each buil ding code inspector nust be

licensed in the appropriate category as defined in s. 468. 603.

The buil ding code inspector's responsibilities nust be

perforned under the direction of the building code

administrator or building official without interference from

any unlicensed person.

(3) It is the responsibility of the plans exaniner to

conduct review of construction plans submitted in the permt

application to assure conpliance with all applicable codes

requi red by nunici pal code, county ordi nance, or state | aw.

The review of construction plans nust be done by the building

code administrator or building official or by a person
3
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licensed in the appropriate plans exam ner category as defined

ins. 468.603. The plans examiner's responsibilities nust be

perforned under the supervision and authority of the building

code administrator or building official without interference

fromany unlicensed person

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 468.605, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

468. 605 Florida Building Code Admi nistrators and
| nspectors Board. - -

(2) The board shall consist of nine nenbers, as
foll ows:

(a) One nenber who is an architect |icensed pursuant
to chapter 481, an engi neer licensed pursuant to chapter 471
or a contractor |icensed pursuant to chapter 489.

(b) Two nenbers serving as building code
adni ni strators.

(c) Two nenbers ©ne—fenber serving as an abuitding

i nspect or whoe—s—wthout—rafagerat—authoer-ty—i+n—the—enptoying
agency.
(d) One nenber serving as a plans exani ner
(e) One nenber who is a representative of a city or a
charter county.
tH—Gnerenrber—serving—as—a ci-ty—fanager—
(f) gy Two consuner nenbers who are not, and have
never been, nenbers of a profession regul ated under this part,
chapter 481, chapter 471, or chapter 489. One of the consuner
nmenbers nust be a person with a disability or a representative
of an organi zation which represents persons with disabilities.
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1| None of the board nenbers described in paragraph (a) or

2 | paragraph(f)tgymay be an enpl oyee of a nunicipal, county,

3| or state governnental agency.

4 Section 4. Section 468.609, Florida Statutes, is

5| anended to read:

6 468.609 Administration of this part; standards for

7| certification; additional categories of certification.--

8 (1) Except as provided in this part, any person who

9] desires to be certified shall apply to the board, in witing
10 | upon forns approved and furnished by the board, to take the
11 | certification exam nation

12 (2) A person shall be entitled to take the exam nation
13| for certification as an inspector or plans exam ner pursuant
14| to this part if the person

15 (a) |Is at least 18 years of age;

16 (b) Is of good noral character; and

17 (c) Meets eligibility requirements according to one of
18| the following criteria:

19 1. Denonstrates 5 years' conbined experience in the
20| field of construction or related field e+ inspection, or plans
21 | review corresponding to the certification category sought;

22 2. Denpnstrates a conbi nati on of postsecondary

23 | education in the field of construction or related field and
24 | experience which totals 4 years, with at |east 1 year of such
25| total being experience in construction, er building

26 | i nspection, or plans review, or

27 3. Currently holds a standard certificate as issued by
28 | the board and satisfactorily conpletes an inspector or plans
29 | exam ner training programof not |less than 200 hours in the
30| certification category sought. The board shall establish by
31
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rule criteria for the devel opnent and inpl enentation of the

traini ng prograns.
(3)3— A person shall be entitled to take the
exam nation for certification as a building code adm ni strator

pursuant to this part if the person:

(a) |Is at least 18 years of age;

(b) |Is of good noral character; and

(c) Meets eligibility requirements according to one of

the following criteria:

1. Fer—eertifieation—as—a buitdingcode—admnistratoer
or—buit+ding—ofHeiat-Denonstrates 10 years' conbined

experience as an architect, engineer, plan exam ner, buil ding

code inspector, registered or certified contractor, or

construction superintendent, with at |least 5 years of such
experience in supervisory positions; or-
2. Denpnstrates a conbi nati on of postsecondary

education in the field of construction or related field, no

nore than 5 years of which nmay be applied, and experience as

an architect, engineer, plan exam ner, building code

i nspector, registered or certified contractor, or construction

superintendent which totals 10 years, with at |least 5 years of

such total being experience in supervisory positions.

(4) 3 No person may engage in the duties of a

bui | di ng code adm ni strator, plans examiner, or inspector
pursuant to this part after Cctober 1, 1993, unl ess such
person possesses one of the followi ng types of certificates,
currently valid, issued by the board attesting to the person's
qualifications to hold such position

(a) A standard certificate.

(b) Alimted certificate.

(c) A provisional certificate.

6
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(5)t4)y(a) To obtain a standard certificate, an
i ndi vi dual nust pass an exani nation approved by the board
whi ch denopnstrates that the applicant has fundanent al
know edge of the state | aws and codes relating to the
construction of buildings for which the applicant has code
adm ni stration, plan exam ning,or inspection

responsibilities. It is the intent of the Legislature that

t he exani nation approved for certification pursuant to this
part be substantially equivalent to the exam nations
admi ni stered by the Southern Buil di ng Code Congress
International, the Building Oficials Association of Florida,
the South Florida Building Code (Dade and Broward), and the
Council of American Building Oficials.

(b) A standard certificate shall be issued to each
appl i cant who successfully conpl etes the exam nation, which
certificate authorizes the individual nanmed thereon to
practice throughout the state as a building code
adm ni strator, plans exaniner, or inspector within such class
and |l evel as is specified by the board.

(c) The board may accept proof that the applicant has
passed an examination which is substantially equivalent to the
boar d- approved exam nation set forth in this section

(6)t5)y(a) A building code administrator, plans
exam ner, or inspector holding office on July 1, 1993, shal
not be required to possess a standard certificate as a
condition of tenure or continued enploynent, but shall be
required to obtain a limted certificate as described in this
subsecti on.

(b) By Cctober 1, 1993, individuals who were enpl oyed
on July 1, 1993, as building code adm nistrators, plans
exam ners, or inspectors, who are not eligible for a standard

7
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certificate, but who wish to continue in such enpl oynent,
shall submit to the board the appropriate application and
certification fees and shall receive a linmted certificate
gual i fying themto engage in building code adninistration
pl ans exam nation, or inspection in the class, at the
perfornmance | evel, and within the governnental jurisdiction in
whi ch such person is enpl oyed.

(c) The linmted certificate shall be valid only as an
aut hori zation for the building code adm nistrator, plans
exam ner, or inspector to continue in the position held, and
to continue perfornming all functions assigned to that
position, on July 1, 1993.

(d) A building code admi nistrator, plans exam ner, or
i nspector holding a limted certificate can be pronoted to a
position requiring a higher level certificate only upon
i ssuance of a standard certificate or provisional certificate
appropriate for such new position

(7)t6)(a) The board may provide for the issuance of

provi si onal er—tenporary certificates valid for such period,
not less than 1 year nor nore than 3 years, as specified by
board rule, to any newy enpl oyed or pronoted buil ding code

adm ni strator, plans exam ner, or inspector newy—enptoyet—or

(b) No building code adm nistrator, plans exam ner, or
i nspector nay have a provisional er—tenperary certificate
ext ended beyond the specified period by renewal or otherw se.
(c) The board nmay provide for appropriate |evels of
provi si onal er—tenporary certificates and nmay issue these
certificates with such special conditions or requirenents
8
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relating to the place of enploynent of the person hol ding the
certificate, the supervision of such person on a consulting or
advi sory basis, or other matters as the board may deem
necessary to protect the public safety and health.

(d) A newly enployed or hired person may performthe

duties of a plans exami ner or inspector for 90 days if a

provisional certificate application has been subnmtted,

provi ded such person is under the direct supervision of a

certified building code adm ni strator who holds a standard

certification and who has found such person qualified for a

provisional certificate.
(8)tAH(a) Any individual who holds a valid certificate
under the provisions of s. 553.795, or who has successfully

conpleted all requirenents for certification pursuant to such
section, shall be deened to have satisfied the requirenents
for receiving a standard certificate prescribed by this part.

(b) Any individual who holds a valid certificate
i ssued by the Southern Building Code Congress International
the Building Oficials Association of Florida, the South
Fl orida Buil ding Code (Dade and Broward), or the Council of
Anerican Building Oficials certification prograns, or who has
been approved for certification under one of those prograns
not | ater than Cctober 1, 1995, shall be deened to have
satisfied the requirenents for receiving a standard
certificate in the correspondi ng category prescribed by this
part. Enpl oyees of counties with a popul ation of |ess than
50, 000, or enployees of nunicipalities with a popul ation of
| ess than 3,500, shall be deened to have satisfied the
requi rements for standard certification where such enpl oyee is
approved for certification under one of the prograns set forth
in this paragraph not |ater than Cctober 1, 1998.

9
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(9) 8y Any individual applying to the board may be
issued a certificate valid for nultiple inspection classes, as
deened appropriate by the board.

(10)¢9) Certification and training classes may be
devel oped in coordination with degree career education
centers, community colleges, the State University System or
other entities offering certification and training classes.

(11) ¢36) The board may by rul e create categories of
certification in addition to those defined in s. 468. 603(6)
and (7). Such certification categories shall not be mandatory
and shall not act to dinminish the scope of any certificate
created by statute.

Section 5. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 468.617,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

468. 617 Joint inspection departnent; other
arrangenents. - -

(2) Nothing in this part shall prohibit |oca
governnents fromcontracting wth enptoying persons certified

pursuant to this part to performinspections efr—a—cortract
bast+s. An individual or entity may not inspect or exanine

pl ans on projects in which the individual or entity designed

or pernmitted the projects.

(3) Nothing in this part shall prohibit any county or
nmuni ci pal governnent fromentering into any contract with any
person or entity for the provision of services regul ated under
this part, and notw thstandi ng any ot her statutory provision
such county or rmunicipal governnments nmay enter into contracts

hied et . . . F
th+rectty—to—the—contract—provider.
Section 6. Section 468.627, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:
10

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N DWNER O

ec]o

aggenate - 1998 SB 2084

468. 627 Application; exam nation; renewal; fees.--

(1) The board shall establish by rule fees to be paid
for application, exam nation, reexam nation, certification and
certification renewal, inactive status application, and
reactivation of inactive certificates. The board nay
establish by rule a late renewal penalty. The board shal
establish fees which are adequate, when conbined with revenue
generated by the provisions of s. 468.631, to ensure the
conti nued operation of this part. Fees shall be based on
departnment estimates of the revenue required to inplenent this
part.

(2) The initial application fee may not exceed $25 for
bui |l di ng code adm ni strators, plans exaniners, or inspectors.

(3) The initial exam nation fee may not exceed$150

$56 for building code adnministrators, plans exam ners, or

i nspectors.

(4) t6) Enpl oyees of |ocal government agencies having
responsibility for inspection, regulation, and enforcenent of
bui | di ng, plunbing, nechanical, electrical, gas, fire
prevention, energy, accessibility, and other construction
codes shall pay no application fees, initial certification

fees, biennial certification renewal fees,or exan nation

f ees—and—shatt—pay—not—rore—than—$5—each—for—inrtial
e . e ol e . L .

11
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1 (5) 7 The certificatehol der shall provide proof, in a

2| formestablished by board rule, that the certificatehol der has
3| conpleted at |east 14 classroom hours of at |east 50 minutes

4 | each of continuing education courses during each biennium

5| since the issuance or renewal of the certificate. The board

6| shall by rule establish criteria for approval of continuing

7 | education courses and providers, and may by rule establish

8| criteria for accepting alternative nonclassroom conti nui ng

9 | education on an hour-for-hour basis.

10 Section 7. Section 468.631, Florida Statutes, is

11 | anended to read:

12 468. 631 Building Code Administrators and | nspectors

13 | Fund. --The provisions of this part shall be funded through a
14 | surcharge, to be assessed pursuant to s. 125.56(4) or s.

15 ] 166.201 at the rate of one-half cent per square foot of

16 | under-roof floor space permitted, including new construction
17 | renovations, alterations, and additions. The unit of

18 | governnent responsible for collecting permt fees pursuant to
19| s. 125.56(4) or s. 166.201 shall collect such surcharge and

20| shall remt the funds to the departnent on a quarterly

21 | cal endar basi s beginnng—rhot—tater—than—becenber—34,—1993f or
22 | the preceding quarter, and continuing each quarter third—roenth
23 | thereafter; and such unit of governnment may retain an anount
24 | up to 25 10 percent of the surcharge collected to fund

25| projects and activities intended to inprove the quality of

26 | buil ding code enforcenent. Twenty-five percent of al

27 | surcharge funds collected must be retained by the board for

28 | the devel oprment and i npl enentati on of continuing education and
29 | other training prograns as determ ned by board rul e. Enpl oyees
30| of local governnent agencies having responsibility for

31| inspection, regulation, and enforcenent of building, plunbing,

12
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nechani cal, electrical, gas, fire prevention, energy,

accessibility, and other construction codes shall not pay for

any continui ng education courses or training prograns

devel oped using these funds. There is created within the

Prof essi onal Regul ation Trust Fund a separate account to be
known as the Buil ding Code Adninistrators and | nspectors Fund,
whi ch shall deposit and di sburse funds as necessary for the

i mpl erentation of this part. The departnent shall annually
establish the amount needed to fund the certification and
regul ation of building code admi nistrators, plans exam ners,
and i nspectors. Any funds collected in excess of the anopunt
needed to adeguatety fund the certification, and regul ation,
and conti nui ng education and training progranms as stated above

of building code administrators, plans exam ners, and
i nspectors shall be deposited into the Construction Industries
Recovery Fund established by s. 489.140. |If the Construction
I ndustries Recovery Fund is fully funded as provided by s.
489. 140, any remnining funds shall be distributed to the
Construction Industry Licensing Board for use in the
regulation of certified and registered contractors.

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.

13
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Anends vari ous sectrons of ch. 468, F.S., relating to
enf or cenent of i | ding codes. Provides definitions.

4 Pr ovi des responsrbrlrtres of building code
adm ni strators, plans exam ners, and inspectors. Provides

5 menber ship of the Florida Building Code Admi nistrators
and | nspectors Board, Provides standards for

6 certification as an inspector, building code
adm ni strator, or plans examner. Elininates the board'

7 authority to. issue tenPorary certificates. Provides that
not hi ng prohibits |oca overnnents fromcontracting with

8 certified persons to performinspections. Increases the
initial examnation fee to $150. Provides for surcharge

9 funds. to be used for continuing education and ot her
traini ng rans and that |ocal governnent enBonees

10 responsib i nspection and enforcenent of building

11 codes do not pay for such prograns.
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