Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2154
By Senator dary

7-1052-98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; anending s.
3 20.15, F.S.; creating additional divisions of
4 t he Departnent of Education; anending s.
5 229.79, F.S.; anmending provisions relating to
6 suppliers who supply commodities and services
7 to schools in this state; anending s. 235.014,
8 F.S.; anmending functions of the departnent
9 relating to educational and ancillary
10 facilities and plants; anending s. 235.212,
11 F.S.; amending provisions relating to
12 requi renents for placing operable glazing in
13 educational facilities; anmending s. 235.31
14 F.S.; allowing an authorized review authority
15 other than the departnment to review certain
16 docunents to confirmthat certain projects are
17 in conpliance with building and fire codes;
18 anmending s. 235.4351, F.S.; allowing certain
19 school projects to receive speci al
20 consi deration for waivers from specified
21 requi rements of ch. 235, F.S.; anending s.
22 404. 056, F.S.; anending requirenents for
23 mandatory testing to determne the |evel of
24 i ndoor radon in certain school buildings and at
25 certain school sites; anmending s. 486. 607,
26 F.S.; requiring persons who act as inspectors
27 and pl ans exam ners under s. 235.26, F.S., to
28 obtain certificates under part XIl of ch. 468,
29 F.S., but only after their UBClI certification
30 expires; providing an effective date.
31
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 20.15, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

20.15 Department of Education.--There is created a
Depart nent of Educati on.

(3) DIVISIONS. --

&)y The follow ng divisions of the Departnment of

Education are establi shed:

1. Division of Community Coll eges.
Di vi sion of Public Schools and Community Educati on.
Di vi sion of Universities.
Di vi si on of Workforce Devel opnent.
Di vi si on of Human Resource Devel opnent.
Di vi si on of Admi nistration.

D vi sion of Financial Services.

® N a bk D

Di vi si on of Support Services.

b I o : I . . o I
s bt I F I . L F
. o
Section 2. Section 229.79, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

229.79 Special services of the departnent; pooling of
pur chases by school boards.--The Departnent of Education shal
render such special services as will be of benefit to the
schools of the state. As one phase of these services it shal
assi st school boards in securing school buses, services,
contractual needs, equi pnent, and supplies at as reasonable
prices as possible by providing a plan under which schoo
boards may voluntarily pool their bids for such purchases. The
Departnent of Education shall prepare bid forms and
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1| specifications, obtain quotations of prices and nmake such
2| information available to school boards in order to facilitate
3| this service. School boards fromtine to tine, as prescribed
4| by the state board, shall furnish the Departnent of Education
5|with information concerning the prices paid for such itenms and
6 | the Departnment of Education shall furnish to school boards
7| periodic information concerning the | owest prices at which
8 | school buses, services, equi pnent, and school supplies are
9 | avai |l abl e based upon conparabl e specifications. Suppliers my
10 | make such comodities and services available to other
11 | governnental agencies and nonprofit organi zati ons under
12 | contracts approved by the Departnent of Education. |If the
13 | Departnent of Education deternines that it is in the best
14 | interest of the school boards, contracts authorized under this
15| section may be awarded to nmultiple suppliers.
16 Section 3. Subsection (9) of section 235.014, Florida
17 | Statutes, is anended to read:
18 235.014 Functions of the departnent.--The functions of
19 | the departnent shall include, but not be limted to, the
20| following; it shall
21 (9) (a) Make avail abl e, to boards, including the Board
22 | of Regents, to local governnents, to state agencies, to
23| building-industry groups, and to others as requested,
24 | techni cal assistance, awareness training, and research and
25| technical publications relating to |ifesafety, casualty,
26 | sanitation, environnental, maintenance, and custodi al issues;
27 | and, as needed, technical assistance for survey, planning,
28 | design, construction, operation, and evaluation of educationa
29 | and ancillary facilities and plants, facilities adm nistrative
30 | procedures review, and training for new adm nistrators.
31
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1 (b) Upon request, provide post-occupancy eval uations

2| of facilities, including an evaluation of user response to a

3| facility, program accomobdati ons, safety, and other inportant

4| features.

5 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

6| 235.212, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

7 235.212 Low energy use design; solar energy systens;

8 | swi mm ng pool heaters.--

9 (1) (a) Passive design elenents and | ow energy usage
10 | features shall be included in the design and construction of
11 | new educational facilities. Qperable glazing consisting of at
12 | least 5 percent of the floor area or reduced operable w ndow
13| areas in conbination with the use of ceiling fans or attic
14 | fans nust shat+ be placed in each classroom | ocated on the
15| perineter of the building, so as to allowthe facility to be
16 | used without operating the air-conditioning or heat when
17 | anbi ent conditions are noderate. Operable glazing is not
18 | required exeept in auxiliary facilities, nusic roons, gyns,
19 | | ocker and shower roons, special |aboratories requiring
20| special climate control, and large group instruction areas
21 | having a capacity of nore than 100 persons.

22 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
23| 235.31, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
24 235.31 Advertising and awardi ng contracts;
25 | prequalification of contractor.--
26 (1) (a) As soon as practicable after any bond issue has
27 | been voted upon and authorized or funds have been nade
28 | avail able for the construction, renodeling, renovation
29 | denplition, or otherwise for the inprovenent, of any
30 | educational or ancillary plant, and after plans for the work
31 | have been approved, the board, if conpetitively bidding the
4
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1| project pursuant to s. 235.211, after advertising the sane in
2 | the manner prescribed by law or rule, shall award the contract
3| for the building or inprovenents to the | owest responsible

4| bidder. However, if after taking all deductive alternates,

5] the bid of the | owest responsible bidder exceeds the

6 | construction budget for the project established at the phase
7111l submttal, the board may declare an energency. After

8 | stating the reasons why an energency exists, the board may

9 | negotiate the construction contract or nodify the contract,

10 | including the specifications, with the | owest responsible

11| bidder and, if the contract is nodified, shall resubmt the
12 | docunents to the departnent or to another authorized review
13 | authority for reviewto confirmthat the project remains in
14 | conpliance with building codes and fire codes. The board nay
15| reject all bids received and nay readvertise, calling for new
16 | bi ds.

17 Section 6. Section 235.4351, Florida Statutes, as

18 | created by section 34 of chapter 97-384, Laws of Florida, is
19 | anended to read:
20 235.4351 Wiivers fromcertain requirenents.--The
21 | conmi ssioner may adopt standards, by rule, for the provision
22 | of waivers fromthe requirenents of this chapter relating to
23 | pl ant surveys, need projections, and cost ceilings. Special
24 | consi deration for waiver shall be given to:
25 (1) Projects of school districts for which no state
26 | noney i s spent.
27 (2) Projects of school districts that certify that all
28 | of the district's educational plant space needs for the next 5
29 | years can be nmet from
30 (a) Capital outlay sources that the district
31 | reasonably expects to receive during the next 5 years; or

5
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(b) Alternative scheduling or construction, |easing,
rezoni ng, or technol ogi cal net hodol ogi es exhi biting sound
managenent .

(3) Any school project that consists of constructing a

facility that will have a naxi num capacity of 500 or fewer

students and the total square footage of which will be

constructed to neet the mnimumrequirenents, or |ess, of the

State Requirenents for Educational Facilities.

(4) School projects that the district can denonstrate

are likely:
(a) To result in reduced mai ntenance costs and

extended systens |ife expectancy; or

(b) To produce significant life-cycle cost savings

t hrough the use of energy-saving technol ogi es or the use of

materials or equipnent the initial cost of which can be

recovered in a period of 10 years or |ess.

The commi ssioner shall report annually to the Legislature and
the Governor, by January 1, the prior year's waivers granted
under this section

Section 7. Subsection (5) of section 404.056, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

404. 056 Environnmental radiation standards and
prograns; radon protection.--

(5) MANDATORY TESTING --All public and private schoo
bui | di ngs or school sites housing students in kindergarten
t hrough grade 12; all state-owned, state-operated,
state-regul ated, or state-licensed 24-hour care facilities;
and all state-licensed day care centers for children or
mnors, if located in a county that falls within the

Departnent of Comunity Affairs' Florida Radon Protection Map
6
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1| Categories of "Internedi ate" or "El evated Radon Potential,"
2| shall be neasured to determ ne the |evel of indoor radon
3 | using neasurenent procedures established by the departnent.
4| Testing nust be conpleted within the first year of
5] construction in 20 percent of the habitable first-floor spaces
6 | within any of the regulated buildings.Initial neasurenents
7| shall be conpleted and reported to the departnment by July of
8| the year in which the building is opened for occupancy -
9 | 1990 —antd—+epeated—reasurenrents—shatH—be—perforred—and
10 | reported—to—thedepartwent—at—5—year—intervats. Fol | owup
11| testing nust be conpleted in at |east 5 percent of the
12 | habitable first-fl oor spaces within any of the regul ated
13 | buildings by the tine the building has been occupied for 5
14 | years, and results of the testing nust be reported to the
15| departnent by July 1 of the 5th year of occupancy. After radon
16 | neasurenents have tw ce been nade, regul ated buil di ngs need
17 | not undergo further testing unless significant structura
18 | changes occur. If fill soil is required for the construction
19| of a regulated building, initial testing of the fill soil nust
20| be perfornmed in accordance w th neasurenent procedures
21 | established by the departnent, and results of the testing nust
22 | be reported to the departnent before construction begins. Fest
23 | resttts—prior—tothe—effectivedate—of—this—aect—maybe
24 | aceepted—bythe—departnent—astong—as—thetestsconductedreet
25 i
26
27 | departrent—The provi sions of paragraph (3)(c) as to
28 | confidentiality shall not apply to this subsection. No funds
29 | collected pursuant to s. 553.721 shall be used to carry out
30| the provisions of this subsection
31
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1 Section 8. Section 468.607, Florida Statutes, is
2 | anended to read:
3 468.607 Certification of building code adm nistration
4 | and inspection personnel.--The board shall issue a certificate
5] to any individual whomthe board deternines to be qualified,
6 | within such class and level as provided in this part and with
7] such limtations as the board nmay place upon it. A Ne person
8 | my not be enployed by a state agency or |ocal governnental
9| authority to performthe duties of a building code
10 | adni ni strator, plans exam ner, or inspector after Cctober 1,
11 ] 1993, without possessing the proper valid certificate issued
12 | in accordance with the—provistons—oef this part. Any person who
13 | acts as an inspector or a plans exanmi ner under s. 235.26 while
14 | conducting activities authorized by certification under that
15| section is certified to continue conducting i nspections for a
16 | | ocal governnent until the person's UBCI certification
17 | expires, after which he or she nust possess the proper valid
18 | certificate issued in accordance with this part.
19 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
20
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22 SENATE SUMVARY
23 Creates additional divisions of the Departnent of
Education. Anends provisions relating to suppliers who
24 supply commodities and services to schools in this state.
Amends functions of the departnent relating to
25 educational and ancillary facilities and ants. Amends
provisions relating to requirenents for placing operable
26 glazing in educational facilities. Allows an authorized
reV|em/author|t¥ other than the departnent to review
27 certain docupents to confirmthat certalnAPrOJects are in
conmpliance with building and fire codes, | ows certain
28 school projects to receive special consideration for
wai vers from specified requirenments of ch. 235, F.S,
29 Anmends requirenents for nandatorY testing to determne
the Il evel of indoor radon_in certain school buildings and
30 at certain school sites. Requires persons who act as
i nspectors and pl ans exam ners under s. .26, F.S., to
31 obtain certificates under part Xll of ch. 468, F.S., but
only after their UBC certlfécatlon expires.
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