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SENATE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2244

Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Dudl ey noved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 69, between lines 16 and 17,

i nsert:

Section 33. Section 61.046, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

61.046 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

(1) "Business day" neans any day other than a

Saturday, Sunday., or legal holiday.

(2) "derk of Court Child Support Collection Systent
or "CLERC Systent neans the autonmated system establi shed

pursuant to s. 61.181(2)(b)1.., integrating all clerks of court

and depositories and through which paynent data and State Case

Registry data is transmtted to the departnent's autonmated

child support enforcenent system

(3) ) "Custodial parent” or "primary residential
parent" neans the parent with whomthe child maintains his or
her primary residence.

(4) 2y "Departrment” neans the Departnent of Revenue.
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(5) 3> "Depository" neans the central governnental
depository established pursuant to s. 61.181, created by

special act of the Leqgislature or other entity established

before June 1, 1985, to performdepository functions and to

receive, record, report, disburse, nonitor, and ot herw se
handl e al i nony and child support paynents not otherw se

required to be processed by the State D sbursenent Unit.
(6) "Federal Case Reqistry of Child Support Orders"
neans the automated reqgistry of support order abstracts and

other information established and nmi ntained by the United

States Departnent of Health and Human Services as provided by
42 U.S.C._s. 653(h).
()4 "I ncone" neans any form of paynent to an

i ndi vidual, regardl ess of source, including, but not linmted
to: wages, salary, conm ssions and bonuses, conpensation as an
i ndependent contractor, worker's conpensation, disability
benefits, annuity and retirenment benefits, pensions,

di vidends, interest, royalties, trusts, and any other

payrments, nade by any person, private entity, federal or state
governnent, or any unit of l|ocal governnent. United States
Departnent of Veterans Affairs disability benefits and

unenpl oynent conpensation, as defined in chapter 443, are
excluded fromthis definition of inconme except for purposes of
establ i shing an anmount of support.

(8) 5y "IV-D' nmeans services provided pursuant to
Title I'V-D of the Social Security Act, 42 U S.C. ss. 651 et
seq s—1362.

(9) 6y "Local officer" neans an el ected or appointed
constitutional or charter governnent official including, but
not linmted to, the state attorney and clerk of the circuit
court.
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(10) A "Noncustodi al parent” neans the parent with
whom the child does not nmaintain his or her prinmary residence.
(11) 8 "ol igee" neans the person to whom paynents

are nmade pursuant to an order establishing, enforcing, or
nodi fying an obligation for alinony, for child support, or for
al i rony and child support.

(12) 9 "oligor" means a person responsible for
nmaki ng paynents pursuant to an order establishing, enforcing,
or nodifying an obligation for alinony, for child support, or
for alinony and child support.

(13) £36) "Payor" neans an enpl oyer or former enployer
or any other person or agency providing or adm nistering
incone to the obligor.

(14) (33> "Shared parental responsibility" neans a
court-ordered relationship in which both parents retain ful
parental rights and responsibilities with respect to their
child and in which both parents confer with each other so that
maj or decisions affecting the welfare of the child will be
determ ned jointly.

(15) 32y "Sol e parental responsibility" neans a
court-ordered relationship in which one parent nakes deci sions
regarding the mnor child.

(16) {33y "State Case Registry" neans the automated &
registry maintained by the Title |V-D agency, containing

records of each Title IV-D case and of each support order

established or nodified in the state on or after Cctober 1,

1998. Such records shall consist of data el enents as required

by the United States Secretary of Health and Human Servi ces.

. . I I . F ekitd I
Loy . L I | _ .
I I Loy b ished el ed it
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bttt i o . .

(17) "State Disbursenent Unit" neans the unit

establ i shed and operated by the Title |V-D agency to provide

one central address for collection and di sbursenent of child

support payments nmade in cases enforced by the departnent

pursuant to Title IV-D of the Social Security Act and in cases

not being enforced by the departnment in which the support

order was initially issued in this state on or after January

1. 1994, and in which the obligor's child support obligation

is being paid through i ncone deduction order

(18) "Support order" neans a judgnent, decree, or

order, whether tenporary or final issued by a court of

conpetent jurisdiction for the support and nmi ntenance of a

child or in Title IV-D cases only, a child and the parent with

whomthe child is living, which provides for nonetary support,

health care, arrearages, or past support.

Section 34. Subsections (1) and (2) and paragraph (a)
of subsection (3) of section 61.181, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

61.181 Central depository for receiving, recording
reporting, nonitoring, and disbursing alinony, support,
mai nt enance, and child support paynents; fees.--

(1) The office of the clerk of the court shall operate
a depository unless the depository is otherw se created by
special act of the Legislature or unless, prior to June 1,
1985, a different entity was established to perform such
functions. The departnent shall, no later than July 1, 1998,
extend participation in the federal child support cost
rei mbursenent programto the central depository in each
county, to the maxi mum extent possible under existing federa
| aw. The depository shall receive rei nbursenent for services
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provi ded under a cooperative agreenent with the departnent
pursuant to s. 61.1826. Each depository shall participate in

the State Disbursenent Unit and shall inplenent all statutory

and contractual duties inposed on the State D sbursenent Unit.

Each depository shall receive fromand transmt to the State

D sbursenent Unit required data through the derk of Court

Child Support Enforcenent Collection System Paynents on

non-Title IV-D cases w thout incone deduction orders shall not

be sent to the State D sbursenent Unit as—previ-ded—by—federal
Faw.

(2)(a) For paynents not required to be processed

through the State D sbursenment Unit,the depository shal

i mpose and collect a fee on each paynent nade for receiving,
recordi ng, reporting, disbursing, nonitoring, or handling
alinony or child support paynents as required under this
section, which fee shall be a flat fee based, to the extent
practicable, upon estimated reasonable costs of operation
The fee shall be reduced in any case in which the fixed fee
results in a charge to any party of an anount greater than 3
percent of the anpbunt of any support paynent nade in
sati sfaction of the anount which the party is obligated to
pay, except that no fee shall be less than $1 nor nore than $5
per paynent nmade. The fee shall be considered by the court in
determ ni ng the anmount of support that the obligor is, or may
be, required to pay.

(b)1. For the period of July 1, 1992, through June 30,
2002 1999, the fee inposed in paragraph (a) shall be increased
to 4 percent of the support paynents which the party is
obligated to pay, except that no fee shall be nore than $5. 25.
The fee shall be considered by the court in deternmning the
anount of support that the obligor is, or may be, required to
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pay. Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of s. 145.022, 75 percent
of the additional revenues generated by this paragraph shal

be remitted nonthly to the Cerk of the Court Child Support
Enf orcenment Col |l ection System Trust Fund admi ni stered by the
departnment as provided in subparagraph 2. These funds shal

be used exclusively for the devel opnent, inplenentation, and
operation of the Cerk of the Court an—auterated Child Support
Enforcenment Collection GetHeeti-ons Systemto be operated by
the depositories, including the automation of civil case

i nformati on necessary for the State Case Reqistry. The

departnment shall contract with the Florida Association of
Court d erks and—Conptroetters and the depositories to design
establ i sh, operate, upgrade, and nmmintain the autonmation of
the depositories to include, but not be limted to, the
provision of on-line electronic transfer of information to the
| V-D agency as otherwise required by this chapter. The
departnment's obligation to fund the automation of the

depositories is limted to the state share of funds available
in the Aerk of the Court Child Support Enforcenent Collection
System Trust Fund. Each depository created under this section
shall fully participate in the derk of the Court auterated

Chil d Support Enforcenent Coll ection System efa—e+r—bhefore—Jduy
+—399%4-and transnit data in a readable format as required by

t he contract between the Florida Association of Court C erks

afrt—CorptroH-e+rs and t he departnent. Fhe—departrent—ray—at
. i . I . F . PN
- . . I L ehitd F
eoH-eeti-on—Ssystem-
2. No later than Decenber 31, 1996, npbneys to be
remtted to the departnent by the depository shall be done
daily by electronic funds transfer and cal cul ated as foll ows:
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a. For each support paynent of less than $33, 18.75
cents.

b. For each support paynent between $33 and $140, an
anount equal to 18.75 percent of the fee charged.

c. For each support paynent in excess of $140, 18.75
cents.

3. Prior to June 30, 1995, the depositories and the
departnment shall provide the Legislature with estimtes of the
cost of continuing the collection and mai ntenance of
information required by this act.

4. The fees established by this section shall be set
forth and included in every order of support entered by a
court of this state which requires paynent to be nade into the
depository.

(3)(a) For paynents not required to be processed

through the State D sbursenment Unit,the depository shal

collect and distribute all support paynents paid into the
depository to the appropriate party. On or after July 1, 1998,
if a paynent is nade on a Title |V-D case which is not

acconpani ed by the required transaction fee, the depository
shal | not deduct any noneys fromthe support paynent for
payment of the fee. Nonpaynent of the required fee shall be
consi dered a delinquency, and when the total of fees and costs
whi ch are due but not paid exceeds $50, the judgment by
operation of |aw process set forth in s. 61.14(6)(a) shal
becone applicable and operational. As part of its collection
and distribution functions, the depository shall naintain
records |isting:

1. The obligor's nane, address, social security
nunber, place of enploynent, and any other sources of incone.

2. The obligee's nane, address, and social security

7
8:26 PM  04/27/98 s2244clc-25c3v




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W W NNNNMNNNNNNRRRRRRRPR B R
P O © 0 ~N O UO0BN WNIEREPRO O ®NOO O M WN R O

SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2244
Anmendnment No.

nunber .

3. The anount of support due as provided in the court
order.

4. The schedul e of paynent as provided in the court
order.

5. The actual anpbunt of each support paynent received,
the date of receipt, the anpunt disbursed, and the recipient
of the disbursenent.

6. The unpai d bal ance of any arrearage due as provided
in the court order.

7. Oher records as necessary to conply with federa
reporting requirenents.

Section 35. Section 61.1824, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

61.1824 State Disbursenment Unit.--

(1) The State Disbursenent Unit is hereby created and

shall be operated by the Departnent of Revenue or by a

contractor responsible directly to the departnent. The State

D sbursenent Unit shall be responsible for the collection and

di sbursenent of paynents for:

(a) Al child support cases enforced by the departnent

pursuant to Title IV-D of the Social Security Act:; and

(b) Al child support cases not being enforced by the

departnent pursuant to Title |V-D of the Social Security Act

in which the initial support order was issued in this state on
or after January 1, 1994, and in which the obligor's child
support obligation is being paid through i ncone deduction

(2) The State Disbursenent Unit nust be operated in

coordi nation with the departnent's child support enforcenent

automat ed systemin Title | V-D cases.

(3) The State Disbursenent Unit shall performthe
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followi ng functions:

(a) Disburse all receipts fromintercepts, including,

but not limted to, United States | nternal Revenue Service

unenpl oynent conpensation, lottery, and adninistrative offset

intercepts.
(b) Provide enployers and payors with one address to

which all incone deduction collections are sent.

(c) Wien there is nore than one incone deduction order

bei ng enforced agai nst the sane obligor by the payor., allocate

t he anpbunts available for incone deduction in the manner set
forth in s. 61.1301.
(d) To the extent feasible, use automated procedures

for the collection and di sbursenent of support paynents,

including, but not linted to, having procedures for

1. Receipt of payments from obligors., enployers, other

states and jurisdictions, and other entities.

2. Tinely disbursenent of paynents to obligees. the

departnent, and other state Title |IV-D agenci es.

3. Accurate identification of paynent source and

anount .
4. Furnishing any parent, upon request, tinmely

information on the current status of support paynents under an

order requiring paynents to be nmade by or to the parent,

except that in cases described in paragraph (1)(b)., prior to

the date the State D sbursenent Unit becones fully

operational, the State Di sbursenment Unit shall not be required

to convert and maintain in automated formrecords of paynents

kept pursuant to s. 61.181

(e) Information regardi ng di sbursenent nust be

transmtted in the foll owi ng manner

1. In Title IV-D cases, the State Di sbursenent Unit
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shall transmit, in an electronic format as prescri bed by the

departnent, all required information to the departnent on the

sane business day the information is received fromthe

enpl oyer or other source of periodic incone, if sufficient

information identifying the payee is provided. The departnent

shall determ ne distribution allocation of a collection and

shall electronically transnmt that information to the State

Di sbursenent Unit, whereupon the State D sbursenent Unit shal

di sburse the collection. The State Di sbursenent Unit nmay del ay

t he di sbursenent of paynents toward arrearages until the

resolution of any tinely appeal with respect to such

arrearages. The State Di sbursenent Unit may del ay the

di sbursenent of Title IV-D collections until authorization by

the Title 1V-D agency has been received.

2. In non-Title IV-D cases paynent information is not

transmtted to the departnent. The State Di sbursenent Unit may

del ay the di sbursenent of paynents toward arrearages until the

resolution of any tinely appeal with respect to such

arr ear ages.
(f) Reconcile all cash receipts and all disbursenents

daily and provide the departnent with a daily reconciliation

report in a format as prescribed by the departnent.

(q) Disburse child support paynents to foreiagn

countries as may be required.

(h) Receive and convert child support paynments nmade in

foreign currency.

(i) Remt to the departnent paynents for costs due the

depart nent .
(j) Handle insufficient funds paynents, clainms of |ost

or stolen checks, and stop paynent orders.

(k) 1Issue billing notices and statenents of account,
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in accordance with federal requirenments, in a fornat and

frequency prescribed by the departnent to persons who pay and

receive child support in Title |V-D cases.

(1) Provide the departnent with a weekly report that

summari zes and totals all financial transaction activity.

(M Provide toll-free access to custoner assi stance

representatives and an automated voice response systemt hat

will enable the parties to a child support case to obtain

paynent i nfornmation

(4) For cases in which the obligor or payor fails to

subnmit paynent directly to the central address provided by the

State Di sbursenent Unit, the depositories shall have

procedures for accepting a support paynent tendered in the

formof cash or a check drawn on the account of a payor or

obligor, unless the payor or obligor has previously renmitted a

check which was returned to the depository due to | ack of

sufficient funds in the account. If the payor or obligor has

had a check returned for this reason, the depository shal

accept paynent by cash, cashier's check, or npney order, or

nmay accept a check upon deposit by the payor or obligor of an

anpunt _equal to 1 nponth's paynent. Upon paynent by cash,

cashier's check, or noney order, the depository shall remt

the paynent to the State Di sbursenent Unit within 1 business

day after receipt.

(5) vligees receiving paynents through the State

D sbursenent Unit shall informthe State Di sbursenent Unit of

changes in their nanes and addresses. Notification of al

changes nust be nade directly to the State D sbursenent Unit

within 7 business days after a change. In Title IV-D cases,

the State Disbursenent Unit shall transnmit the information to

the departnent, in an electronic format prescri bed by the
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departnment, within 1 business day after receipt.

Section 36. Section 61.1825, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

61.1825 State Case Reqgistry.--

(1) The Departnment of Revenue or its agent shal

operate and maintain a State Case Reqistry as provided by 42
US.C. s. 654A. The State Case Reqgistry nust contain records
for:

(a) Each case in which services are being provided by

the departnent as the state's Title I1V-D agency: and

(b) By October 1, 1998, each support order established
or nodified in the state on or after October 1, 1998, in which
services are not being provided by the Title 1V-D agency.

The departnent shall maintain that part of the State Case

Reqgi stry that includes support order information for Title

| V-D cases on the departnent's child support enforcenent

aut omat ed system

(2) By October 1, 1998, for each support order
established or nodified by a court of this state on or after
October 1, 1998, the depository for the court that enters the
support order in a non-Title IV-D case shall provide, in an

electronic format prescribed by the departnent, the foll ow ng

information to that conponent of the State Case Reqistry that

receives, maintains, and transnmts support order information

for non-Title |IV-D cases:

(a)  The nane of the obligor. obligee. and child or

chi l dren;

(b) The social security nunber of the obligor

obligee, and child or children

(c) The date of birth of the obligor., obligee, and
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child or children

(d) Wiether a famly violence indicator is present or

if a court order has been entered against a party in a

donestic violence or protective action;

(e) The date the support order was established or

nodi fi ed;
(f) The case identification nunber, which is the

two-digit nuneric county code followed by the civil circuit

case nunber:

(d)  The federal information processing system nuneric

desi gnation for the county and state where the support order

was established or nodified; and

(h) Any other data as may be required by the United

States Secretary of Health and Hunan Servi ces.

(3) The depository, using standardi zed data el enents,

shall provide the support order information required by

subsection (2) to the entity that maintains the non-Title IV-D

support order information for the State Case Reqistry at a

frequency and in a format prescribed by the departnent.

(4) The entity that maintains State Case Reqistry

information for non-Title | V-D cases shall nmke the

information available to the departnment in a readable and

searchabl e electronic format that is conpatible with the

departnent's autonmated child support enforcenent system

(5) State Case Registry information nust be

transmtted electronically to the Federal Case Reqistry of

Child Support O ders by the departnent in a nanner and

frequency prescribed by the United States Secretary of Health

and Hunan Servi ces.
Section 37. Section 61.1826, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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61. 1826 Procurenent of services for State D sbursenent

Unit and the non-Title |V-D conponent of the State Case

Reqgi stry: contracts and cooperative agreenents; penalties:

wi t hhol di ng paynent. - -
(1) LEGQ SLATIVE FI NDINGS. --The Leqgislature finds that
the clerks of court play a vital role, as essenti al

participants in the establishnent, nodification, collection

and enforcenent of child support, in securing the health,

safety, and welfare of the children of this state. The

Legi slature further finds and decl ares that:

(a) It is in the state's best interest to preserve the

essential role of the clerks of court in disbursing child

support paynments and nmmintaining official records of child

support orders entered by the courts of this state.

(b) As official recordkeeper for matters relating to

court-ordered child support, the clerks of court are necessary

parties to obtaining., safeguarding. and providing child

support paynent and support order infornation.

(c) As provided by the Federal Personal Responsibility
and Wrk Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, the state
nust establish and operate a State Case Reqistry in ful

conpliance with federal law by October 1, 1998, and a State
D sbursenent Unit by October 1, 1999.
(d) Nonconpliance with federal |law could result in a

substantial |oss of federal funds for the state's child

support enforcenent program and the tenporary assi stance for

needy famlies welfare bl ock grant.

(e) The potential |oss of substantial federal funds

poses a direct and immediate threat to the health, safety, and

wel fare of the children and citizens of the state and

constitutes an energency for purposes of s. 287.057(3)(a).
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(f) The clerks of court maintain the official payment

record of the court for anounts received, paynents credited,

arrearages owed, liens attached. and current mmiling addresses

of all parties, payor., obligor, and payee.

(d) The clerks of court have established a statew de
Clerk of Court Child Support Enforcenment Collection Systemfor
the automation of all paynent processing using state and | oca

governnent funds as provided under s. 61.181(2)(b)1.

(h) The Leqgislature acknow edges the inprovenents nade
by and the crucial role of the derk of the Court Child
Support Enforcement Collection Systemin speeding paynents to
the children of Florida.

(i) There is no viable alternative to continuing the

role of the clerks of court in collecting, safequarding, and

provi ding essential child support paynent information

For these reasons, the Legislature hereby directs the

Depart ment of Revenue, subject to the provisions of subsection

(6)., to contract with the Florida Association of Court d erks

and each depository to performduties with respect to the

operati on and nmi ntenance of a State Di sbursenent Unit and the

non-Title IV-D conponent of the State Case Reqgistry as further

provi ded by this section.
(2) COOPERATI VE AGREENMENTS. - - Each depository shal
enter into a standard cooperative agreenent with the

departnent for participation in the State D sbursenent Unit

and the non-Title |IV-D conponent of the State Case Reqistry
through the derk of Court Child Support Enforcenent
Collection Systemwithin 60 days after the effective date of

this section. The cooperative agreenent shall be a uniform

docunent, nmutually devel oped by the departnent and the Florida
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Associ ation of Court Clerks, that applies to all depositories

and conplies with all state and federal requirenents. Each

depository shall also enter into a witten agreenent with the

Fl ori da Association of Court Cderks and the departnment within

60 days after the effective date of this section that requires

each depository to participate fully in the State D sbursenent

Unit and the non-Title |V-D conponent of the State Case

Reqgi stry.
(3) CONTRACT. --The Florida Association of Court d erks

shall enter into a witten contract with the departnent that

fully conplies with all federal and state |aws within 60 days

after the effective date of this section. The contract shal

be nutually devel oped by the departnent and the Florida
Association of Court Clerks. As required by s. 287.057 and 45
CF.R s. 74.43, any subcontracts entered into by the Florida

Association of Court Clerks, except for a contract between the

Fl ori da Association of Court Cerks and its totally owned

subsidiary corporation, nust be procured through conpetitive
bi ddi ng.

(4) COOPERATI VE AGREEMENT AND CONTRACT TERMS. - - The
contract between the Florida Association of Court O erks and

t he departnent, and cooperative adreenents entered into by the

depositories and the departnent, nust contain, but are not

limited to, the follow ng terns:

(a) The initial termof the contract and cooperative

adgreenents is for 5 yvears. The subsequent term of the contract

and cooperative agreenents is for 3 years, with the option of

two 1-vear renewal periods, at the sole discretion of the

depart nent .
(b) The duties and responsibilities of the Florida

Associ ation of Court Cerks, the depositories, and the
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depart nent .
(c) Under s. 287.058(1)(a)., all providers and

subcontractors shall submit to the departnent directly., or

t hrough the Florida Association of Court Oerks, a report of

nonthly expenditures in a fornmat prescribed by the departnent

and in sufficient detail for a proper preaudit and postaudit

t her eof .
(d) Al providers and subcontractors shall submt to

the departnent directly., or through the Florida Associ ation of

Court derks, nmanagenent reports in a format prescri bed by the

depart nent .
(e) Al subcontractors shall conply with chapter 280

as may be required.

(f) Federal financial participation for eligible Title

| V-D expendi tures incurred by the Florida Association of Court

Clerks and the depositories shall be at the naxi mum| evel

permtted by federal |aw for expenditures incurred for the

provi sion of services in support of child support enforcenent

in accordance with 45 CF.R . part 74 and Federal O fice of

Managenent and Budget Circulars A-87 and A-122 and based on an

annual cost allocation study of each depository. The

depositories shall submt directly, or through the Florida
Associ ation of Court Clerks, clains for Title IV-D
expenditures nonthly to the departnent in a standardi zed

format as prescribed by the departnent. The Florida

Associ ation of Court Cerks shall contract with a certified

public accounting firm selected by the Florida Association of

Court derks and the departnent, to audit and certify

quarterly to the departnent all clains for expenditures

subm tted by the depositories for Title |IV-D rei nbursenent.

(d) Upon ternination of the contracts between the
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departnent _and the Florida Association of Court derks or the

depositories, the Florida Association of Court Oerks, its

agents, and the depositories shall assist the departnent in

maki ng an orderly transition to a private vendor

(h) Interest on |ate paynent by the departnent shal

be in accordance with s. 215.422.

If either the departnent or the Florida Association of Court

Clerks objects to a termof the standard cooperative agreenent

or contract specified in subsections (2) and (3), the disputed

termor terns shall be presented jointly by the parties to the

Attorney General or the Attorney General's designee, who shal

act as special master. The special nmster shall resolve the

dispute in witing within 10 days. The resolution of a dispute

by the special master is binding on the departnent and the
Fl ori da Association of Court O erks.

(5) PERFORVANCE REVIEWS. --As provided by this
subsection, the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and

Gover nnent Accountability shall conduct conprehensive

performance reviews of the State D sbursenent Unit and State

Case Reqgistry. In addition to the requirenents of chapter 11

the review nmust include, but not be linited to, an analysis of

state and federal requirenents, the effectiveness of the

current systemin neeting those requirenents; a cost analysis
of the State Disbursenent Unit and the non-Title IV-D
conponent of the State Case Reqgistry; a review and conparison

of available alternative nethodol ogies as utilized by other

states; and a review of all strateqies. including

privatization, to increase the efficiency and cost

ef fectiveness of the State Di sbursenent Unit and the non-Title

| V-D conponent of the State Case Reqgistry. A review nust be
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conpleted and a witten report subnmtted to the Governor

Presi dent of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by Cctober 1, 1999, pertaining to the State
Case Reqgistry and Cctober 1, 2000, pertaining to the State
Di sbursenment Unit, and every 2 years thereafter beginning
Oct ober 1, 2002, pertaining to both the State Case Registry
and the State Disbursenent Unit.

(6) CONTRACT TERM NATION.--I1f any of the follow ng
events occur, the departnent may discontinue its plans to

contract, or ternminate its contract, with the Florida

Associ ation of Court Cerks and the depositories upon 30 days'

witten notice by the departnent and may, through conpetitive

bi ddi ng, procure services froma private vendor to perform

functions necessary for the departnent to operate the State

Di sbursenent Unit and the non-Title |IV-D conponent of the

State Case Registry with a mni num anount of disruption in

service to the children and citizens of the state:

(a) Receipt by the departnent of final notice by the

United States Secretary of Health and Hunan Services or the

secretary's desi gnee that the contractual arrangenent between

the departnent, the Florida Association of Court O erks, and

t he depositories, does not satisfy federal requirenents for a

State Disbursenent Unit or a State Case Reqgistry and that the

state's Title IV-D State Plan will not be approved., or that

federal Title IV-D funding is not nade available to fund the

non-Title IV-D conponent of the State Case Reqgistry or the

State D sbursenent Unit:
(b) The Florida Association of Court Cerks, a
depository or any subcontractor fails to conply with any

material contractual termor state or federal requirenent;

(c) The non-Title |V-D conponent of the State Case
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Reqgistry is not established and operational, consistent with
the terns of the contract, by October 1, 1998; or
(d) The State Disbursenent Unit is not established and

operational, consistent with the terns of the contract, by
Cctober 1, 1999.

If either event specified in paragraph (a) occurs., the

depositories are relieved of all responsibilities and duties

under this chapter relating to Title |IV-D paynent processing

and data transni ssion to the departnent.
(7) PARTI Cl PATI ON BY DEPOCSI TCRI ES. - -
(a) FEach depository shall participate in the non-Title

| V-D conponent of the State Case Registry by using an

aut omat ed system conpatible with the departnent's autonated

child support enforcenent system

(b) For participation in the State D sbursenent Unit,

each depository shall:
1. Use the CLERC System
2. Receive electronically and record paynent

information fromthe State D sbursenent Unit for each support

order entered by the court.
(8) TITLE IV-D PROGRAM | NCOVE. --Pursuant to 45 CF. R
s. 304.50, all transaction fees and interest incone realized

by the State D sbursenent Unit constitute and nust be reported

as program i ncone under federal |aw and nust be transnitted to

the Title IV-D agency for deposit in the Child Support

Enf orcenent _Applicati on and Program Revenue Trust Fund.
(9) PENALTIES.--All depositories nust participate in
the State Disbursenent Unit and the non-Title |IV-D conponent

of the State Case Reqgistry as provided in this chapter. If a

depository fails to conply with this requirenent or with any
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material contractual termor other state or federa

requirenent, the failure constitutes m sfeasance whi ch

subjects the county officer or officers responsible for the

depository to suspension under Article IV of the State

Constitution. The departnent shall report any continuing acts

of m sfeasance by a depository to the Governor and Cabi net,
and to the Florida Association of Court d erks.

(10) W THHO.DI NG PAYMENT UNDER CONTRACTS. --I1f the
Fl ori da Association of Court Clerks, its agent, a

subcontractor, or a depository does not conply with any

material contractual termor state or federal requirenent, the

departnent may wi thhol d funds ot herwi se due under the

i ndi vidual contract with the Florida Association of Court

Clerks or the individual cooperative agreenent with the

depository, or both, at the departnent's election, to enforce

conpli ance. The departnent shall provide witten notice of

nonconpl i ance before w thholding funds. Wthin 10 business

days after receipt of witten notification of nonconpliance,

t he departnent nust be provided with a witten proposed

corrective action plan. Wthin 10 busi ness days after receipt

of a corrective action plan, the departnent shall accept the

plan or allow 5 business days within which a revised plan may

be subnmitted. Upon the departnent's acceptance of a corrective

action plan., the agreed-upon plan nust be fully conpleted

within 30 business days unless a |longer period is pernitted by

the departnent. If a proposed corrective action plan i s not

subm tted, is not accepted, or is not fully conpleted, any

funds wi thheld by the departnent for nonconpliance are

forfeited to the departnent. Wthholding or forfeiture of

funds may be contested by filing a petition or request for a

hearing under the applicable provisions of chapter 120. For
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the purposes of this section. no party to a dispute involving

| ess than $5.000 in withheld or forfeited funds is deened to

be substantially affected by the dispute or to have a

substantial interest in the decision resolving the dispute.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 3, line 16, after the sem col on

i nsert:
anending s. 61.046, F.S.; revising definitions;
anending s. 61.181, F.S.; providing for
processing of certain central depository
payments through the Departnent of Revenue's
State Disbursenent Unit; continuing a fee
t hrough a specified date; providing for the use
of funds; creating s. 61.1824, F.S.; providing
for a State Disbursenent Unit; providing
responsibilities; creating s. 61.1825, F.S.
providing for operation of a State Case
Regi stry; providing requirenents; creating s.
61. 1826, F.S.; providing legislative findings;
providing for departnent cooperative agreenents
and contracts for operation of the State
Di sbursenment Unit and the non-Title IV-D
conponent of the State Case Registry; providing
contract requirenents; providing for
perfornmance reviews; requiring a report;
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providing for termination of contracts under
specified conditions; providing for report of
program i ncone; providing penalties;

aut hori zing the departnent to withhold funds
for nonconpliance with contractual terns;
requiring notice; providing for a corrective
action plan;

23




