Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2272
By Senator MKay

26- 1434- 98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to red tide research and
3 mtigation; requiring the Secretary of
4 Envi ronmental Protection to create the Red Tide
5 Study Committee; providing for committee
6 nmenbership and duties; requiring an interim
7 report and a final report to the Legislature;
8 requiring the Mote Marine Laboratory to
9 undertake a project; providing project goals;
10 providing legislative intent; providing duties
11 of the marine | aboratory; requiring the marine
12 | aboratory to consult with the study conmittee
13 provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
14 ef fective date.
15
16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17
18 Section 1. (1) The Secretary of Environnental
19 | Protection shall create the Red Tide Study Committee and shal
20 | appoint to the cormittee scientists, engineers, and nenbers of
21| citizen groups. The study comittee shall deternine
22 | appropriate studies and make reconmrendations for using funds
23 | provided under this act for red tide control and mitigation
24 | The conmittee shall present an interimreport, including its
25| recommendations, to the Legislature by January 30, 1999, and
26 | shall submit a final report to the Legislature by June 30,
27 | 1999.
28 (2) The Red Tide Study Conmittee shall:
29 (a) Review the status and adequacy of information for
30| nonitoring physical, chem cal, and biol ogical factors
31| affecting red tide devel opnent on the west Florida shelf;
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(b) Assess the capabilities of existing marine

research facilities, both private and public, to provide the

resources required for processing, interpreting, and applying

data to red tide detection and prediction; and

(c) Develop recommendations that can be inpl enented by

state and | ocal governnents to control and nitigate the

effects of red tide.
Section 2. (1)(a) The Mdte Marine Laboratory shal
undertake a project designed to increase the know edge of

factors that control red tide bloons and to provide a basis

for early detection of factors precipitating red tides; for

accurate prediction of the extent and seriousness of red

tides; and for nounting successful efforts to control, or

mtigate the effects of, red tides.

(b) The Legislature intends that this project address

areas that are not adequately covered in the cooperative

program known as Ecol ogy and Cceanography of Harnful Al ga
Boons (ECOHAB), which Mdte Marine Laboratory has recently
undertaken with the Departnent of Environnental Protection

the United States Environnental Protection Agency, and the

Nati onal Oceanic and Atnospheric Adm nistration, as well as

scientists fromseveral universities and other federa

agenci es.
(c) The goal of this project is to produce an

i ntegrated detection and prediction network for nonitoring and

responding to the devel opnent and novenent of red tide bl oons

on the Florida shelf. The further goal is that applications of

this interactive systemw |l allow resource nanagers to assess

the potential for public health and econonic danage froma

gi ven bloomand to nount control or mitigation efforts, or
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both, at specific sites along the west Florida shelf and

coastal regions.

(2) In order to performthe project authorized in

subsection (1), Mte Mrine Laboratory shall

(a) Acquire, if necessary, and use facilities and

instrunentation that are specifically designed for nonitoring

physical, chenmical, and biological factors that affect red

ti de devel opnent on the west Florida shelf;

(b) Acquire, if necessary, and use other resources as

required for processing, interpreting, and applying to red

tide detection and prediction the data obtai ned under

par agraph (a); and

(c) Establish laboratory facilities for evaluating new

net hodol ogies for red tide control and nitigation

(3) In conducting this project, the project directors

shall consult with the Red Tide Study Commttee and shall give

due consideration to the conmttee's recommendati ons.

Section 3. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Environmental Protection for

fiscal year 1998-1999 the sumof $3 nillion to carry out the

purposes of this act. O these funds, up to $300, 000 shall be
used by the Red Tide Study Conmittee to direct a study of the
econom ¢ inpact of typical financial | osses associated with

red tide bloomin Florida using the bloons that occurred in

1995-1996 as a nodel for the study. The econom c inpact study

nust be designed in cooperation with and with the use of

federal sea grant programfunds, if feasible. The renmining

funds nust be used for activities of the Mote Marine

Laboratory which are authorized by section 2 of this act and

whi ch focus specifically on the control and nitigation of red
tide.
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1 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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4 SENATE SUVMMARY

5 Requires the SecretarY of Environnental Protection to
create the Red Tide Study Cormttee to study red tides

6 and make recommendations for their control and
mtigation. Requires the conmittee to submt to the

7 Legi Slature an interimreport and a final report.
ReQuires the Mote Marine Laboratory to undertake a ]

8 proj ect designed to increase know edge that will _ provide
a basis for detecting and controlling or mtigating the

9 effects of red tides. Provides for prO{ect oal s and
procedures. Requires the marine |laboratory to consult

10 wWith the study conmittee. Provides an appropriation
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