Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2326

By Senator Silver

38-1374-98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to notor vehicle |icenses;
3 anending s. 320.06, F.S.; elimnating the
4 requi rement that a permanent validation sticker
5 be issued in connection with each license plate
6 and revising requirenents relating to the
7 annual validation sticker; requiring that an
8 annual validation decal be issued in connection
9 with each license plate in addition to the
10 annual validation sticker; providing
11 exenptions; anendi ng ss. 320.03, 320.031, F.S.
12 providing for issuance of decals by tax
13 collectors and delivery of decals by mail;
14 anending s. 320.061, F.S.; providing a penalty
15 for altering a decal; anending s. 320.07, F. S
16 providi ng penalties for operating a notor
17 vehi cl e without a current decal; anending s.
18 320.071, F.S.; providing for issuance of decals
19 as part of the advance registration renewal
20 process; providing a penalty; anending s.
21 320.0801, F.S.; inmposing a license tax;
22 providing for the tax proceeds to be deposited
23 in the H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund
24 anending s. 320.26, F.S.; providing a penalty
25 for counterfeiting decals; anending s. 320.261
26 F.S.; providing a penalty for attaching a deca
27 to a vehicle to which the decal was not
28 assi gned; anendi ng ss. 320.04, 320.0607,
29 320. 0657, 320.084, 320.10, 921.0012, F.S.
30 relating to service charges, replacenent plates
31 and decals, fleet |icense plates, disabled
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1 veterans' license plates, licensing of exenpt

2 vehi cl es, and a sentenci ng gui delines ranking

3 chart, to conform providing an effective date.

4

5 WHEREAS, stol en autonobile |icense plates and

6 | validation stickers are increasingly being used by persons

7| driving illegally or using autonobiles in the conm ssion of

8| crines, and

9 WHEREAS, use of these stolen plates and stickers

10 | presents a serious problemfor |aw enforcenent officials, and
11 WHEREAS, an additional validation decal required to be
12 | pl aced inside a vehicle, which would becone invalid when

13 | renoved, would present a nmjor inpedinent to the use of stolen
14 | Iicense plates, NOWN THEREFORE

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. Section 320.06, Florida Statutes, is

19 | anended to read:

20 320.06 Registration certificates, license plates, and
21| validation stickers, and validation decals generally.--

22 (1)(a) Upon the receipt of an initial application for
23 | registration and paynent of the appropriate |license tax and
24 | other fees required by |law, the departnent shall assign to the
25| notor vehicle a registration |icense nunber consisting of

26 | letters and nunmerals or nunerals and issue to the owner or

27 | lessee a certificate of registration and one registration

28 | license plate, unless two plates are required for display by
29 | s. 320.0706, for each vehicle so registered.

30 (b) Registration license plates bearing a graphic

31| synbol and the al phanuneric system of identification shall be
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i ssued for a 5-year period. At the end of said 5-year period,
upon renewal, the plate shall be replaced and the departnent
shal | determne the replacenent date for plates issued prior
to Cctober 1, 1985. The fee for such replacenent shall be
$10, $2 of which shall be paid each year before the plate is
replaced, to be credited towards the next $10 repl acenent fee.
The fees shall be deposited into the H ghway Safety Operating
Trust Fund. A credit or refund shall not be given for any
prior years' paynents of such prorated repl acenent fee when
the plate is replaced or surrendered before the end of the
5-year period. Except as provided in paragraph (d),w th each

license plate, there shall be issued a validation decal, which

nmust be placed on the inside | ower corner of the rear w ndow

on the driver's side stiecker—showng—the—owrer—s—birth—ronth
I . I odift] .

matural—person. This validation decal nust bear the sane

nunber as the license plate and nust show the owner's birth

nonth and the year of expiration or other appropriate renewal

corner—of—the—t+Hecense—ptate—Such |icense plate and validation
decal nust stiekers—shal be i ssued based on the applicant's

appropriate renewal period. The registration period shall be

a period of 12 nonths, and all expirations shall occur based
on the applicant's appropriate registration period. A vehicle
with an apportioned registration shall be issued an annual
license plate and a cab card that denote the declared gross

3
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vehi cl e weight for each apportioned jurisdiction in which the
vehicle is authorized to operate.

(c) Avregistration license plate ptates equi pped with
a validation sticker, as provided in paragraph (d), or a

val i dati on decal on a vehicle, as provided in paragraph (b),
stiekers shall be valid for not nore than 12 nont hs and shal
expire at mdnight on the |ast day of the registration peri od.

For each registration period after the one in which the netal
registration license plate is issued, and until the license
plate is required to be replaced, a validation sticker or
val i dati on decal showi ng the year of expiration shall be

i ssued upon paynent of the proper license tax anount and fees
and shall be valid for not nore than 12 nonths. Wen a |icense
pl ate ptates equipped with a validation sticker or a
val i dation decal for a vehicle is stieckers—are issued in any
nmont h other than the owner's birth nonth or the designated

registration period for any other notor vehicle, the effective
date shall reflect the birth nonth or nmonth and the year of
renewal . However, when a |icense plate, er validation sticker,
or validation decal is issued for a period of less than 12

nmont hs, the applicant shall pay the appropriate anount of
license tax and the applicable fee under the provisions of s.
320.14 in addition to all other fees. Validation decals
sti+ekers i ssued for vehicles taxed under the provisions of s.
320.08(6) (a), for any conpany that whieh owns 250 vehicles or
nor e—et+—for—semtraiters—taxed—under—the—provisions—of—s—
320-08(5){a);—For—anyconpany—whi-ch—ewns—50—vehictes—or—rore,-
may be placed on any vehicle in the fleet so long as the
vehicle receiving the validation decal stieker has the sane
owner's nane and address as the vehicle to which the
val i dation sticker was originally assigned. Validation

4
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stickers issued for semitrailers taxed under s. 320.08(5)(a),

for any conpany that owns 50 vehicles or nore, may be placed

on any vehicle in the fleet as long as the vehicle receiving

the validation sticker has the same owner's nane and address

as the vehicle to which the validation sticker was originally

assi gnhed.
(d) Any vehicle taxed under s. 320.08(1), (2)(a),

(3)(d) or (e), (A(9., (N, (1), (), (K, (1), (M, or (n),

(5), (7), (8), (9(a) or (b), (10), (11), or (12) is not

required to be issued or to display a validation decal. Wth

each license plate, there nust be issued a validation sticker

showi ng the owner's birth nonth or the appropriate renewal

period if the owner is not a natural person. This validation

sticker nmust be placed on the upper left corner of the |license

plate. There nust al so be issued with each |license plate a

serially nunbered validation sticker showi ng the year of

expiration, which sticker nust be placed in the upper right

corner of the license plate.

(2) The departnent shall provide the several tax
collectors and license plate agents with the necessary nunber
of validation stickers and validation decals.

(3)(a) Registration license plates shall be of neta
specially treated with a retroreflective naterial, as
specified by the departnent. The registration license plate is
designed to increase nighttine visibility and legibility and
shall be at least 6 inches wide and not |less than 12 inches in
| ength, unless the departnent deternines that a plate with

reduced di nensions is deered necessary by—the—departrent to

accommpdat e notorcycl es, nopeds, or simlar smaller vehicles.

Val i dation stickers shall be treated with a retroreflective
mat erial, shall be of such size as specified by the
5
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departnent, and shall adhere to the license plate. The
registration license plate shall be inprinted with a
conmbi nation of bold letters and nunerals or nunerals, not to
exceed seven digits, to identify the registration |license
pl ate nunber. The license plate shall also be inprinted with
the word "Florida" at the top and the nane of the county in
which it is sold at the bottom except that apportioned
license plates shall have the word "Apportioned" at the bottom
and license plates issued for vehicles taxed under s.
320.08(3)(d), (4)(m or (n), (5 (b) or (c), (12), or (14)
shal |l have the word "Restricted" at the bottom License plates
i ssued for vehicles taxed under s. 320.08(12) nust be
imprinted with the word "Florida" at the top and the word
"Deal er" at the bottom except that gross-vehicl e-wei ght
vehi cl es owned by a licensed notor vehicle dealer nay be
issued a license plate with the word "Restricted." License
pl ates issued for vehicles taxed under s. 320.08(5)(d) or (e)
nmust be inprinted with the word "Wecker" at the bottom Any
county may, upon majority vote of the county conmi ssion, elect
to have the county nane renpved fromthe |license plates sold
in that county. The words "Sunshine State" shall be printed in
lieu thereof. |In those counties where the county conmi ssion
has not renoved the county nane fromthe |icense plate, the
tax collector may, in addition to issuing license plates with
the county nane printed on the license plate, also issue
license plates with the words "Sunshine State" printed on the
license plate subject to the approval of the departnment and a
| egi slative appropriation for the additional |icense plates.
A license plate issued for a vehicle taxed under s. 320.08(6)
may not be assigned a registration |icense nunber, or be
i ssued with any other distinctive character or designation
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1| that distinguishes the nmotor vehicle as a for-hire notor

2| vehicle.

3 (b) An additional fee of 50 cents shall be collected
4| on each notor vehicle registration or notor vehicle renewal
5| registration issued in this state in order that all |icense
6| plates and validation stickers be fully treated with

7| retroreflective materi al

8 (4)(a) In order to enable the Departnent of

9| Corrections to manufacture the license plates authorized

10 | herein, the departnent is authorized to prepay to the

11 | Departnent of Corrections the anpbunt required to purchase the
12 | materials needed for the manufacture of reflectorized |icense
13 | plates. The anpunt prepaid may not exceed the anmpunt of the
14 | appropriation nmade to the Departnent of H ghway Safety and
15 | Motor Vehicles, but shall be sufficient to enable the

16 | Departnent of Corrections to neet the requirenents of this
17 | chapter.

18 (b) For the purposes of authorizing the corporation
19 | organi zed pursuant to chapter 946 to manufacture |license

20| plates and validation stickers for the Departnent of H ghway
21| Safety and Mdbtor Vehicles as provided in this chapter, the
22 | reference to the Departnent of Corrections in paragraph (a)
23 | neans the Departnent of Corrections or the corporation

24 | organi zed pursuant to chapter 946, and the Departnent of

25 | Highway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles is not required to obtain
26 | conpetitive bids in order to contract with such corporation
27 Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (8) of

28 | section 320.03, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

29 320.03 Registration; duties of tax collectors;

30| International Registration Plan.--

31
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(1) The tax collectors in the several counties of the
state, as authorized agents of the departnent, shall issue
registration certificates, registration |license plates,
val idation stickers, validation decals,and nobile hone

stickers to applicants, subject to the requirenents of law, in
accordance with rules of the departnent. Any person, firm or
corporation representing itself, through advertising or nam ng
of the business, to be an authorized agent of the departnent
shal | be deened guilty of an unfair and deceptive trade
practice as defined in part |l of chapter 501. No such
person, firm or corporation shall use either the state or
county nane as a part of their business nanme when such use can
reasonably be interpreted as an official state or county

of fice.

(2) Each tax collector is required to give a good and
sufficient surety bond, payable to the departnent, conditioned
that the tax collector will faithfully and truly performthe
duties inposed upon himor her according to the requirenents
of law and the rules and regul ati ons of the departnent and
that the tax collector will well and truly pay over and
account for all validation stickers, validation decals,

records, and other property and noney which may cone into his
or her possession or control by reason of such service. The
anmount of such bond shall be determ ned by the departnent
based on an anount not nore than 10 percent above the average
of the daily deposits of each tax coll ector

(3) Each tax collector shall keep a full and conplete
record and account of all validation stickers, validation
decal s, nobil e hone stickers, or other properties received by
hi mor her fromthe departnent, or fromany other source, and

8
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1| shall nmake pronpt renittance of noneys collected by himor her
2| at such tinmes and in such manner as prescribed by | aw

3 (8) If the applicant's nanme appears on the |ist

4 | referred to in s. 316.1001(5) or s. 316.1967(6), a license

5| plate,er revalidation sticker, or revalidation decal may not

6 | be issued until that person's nanme no | onger appears on the

7] list or until the person presents a receipt fromthe clerk

8 | showing that the fines outstanding have been paid. The tax

9| collector and the clerk of the court are each entitled to

10 | receive nonthly, as costs for inplenenting and adm nistering
11| this subsection, 10 percent of the civil penalties and fines
12 | recovered from such persons. If the tax collector has private
13 | tag agents, such tag agents are entitled to receive a pro rata
14 | share of the anpbunt paid to the tax collector, based upon the
15 | percentage of license plates and revalidation stickers and

16 | reval i dation decals issued by the tag agent conpared to the
17 | total issued within the county. The authority of any private
18 | agent to issue license plates shall be revoked, after notice
19 | and a hearing as provided in chapter 120, if he or she issues
20 | any license plate, o revalidation sticker, or revalidation
21 | decal contrary to the provisions of this subsection. This
22 | section applies only to the annual renewal in the owner's
23| birth nmonth of a notor vehicle registration and does not apply
24 |1 to the transfer of a registration of a notor vehicle sold by a
25 | notor vehicle dealer licensed under this chapter, except for
26 | the transfer of registrations which is inclusive of the annua
27 | renewal s. This section does not affect the issuance of the
28 | title to a motor vehicle, notwithstanding s. 319.23(7)(b).
29 Section 3. Section 320.031, Florida Statutes, is
30 | anended to read:
31
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320.031 Muiling of registration certificates, |icense

pl ates, and validation stickers, and validation decals.--

(1) The departnent and the tax collectors of the
several counties of the state may at the request of the
applicant use United States mail service to deliver
registration certificates and renewals thereof, |icense
pl ates, nobile hone stickers, and validation stickers, and
val i dati on decals to applicants.

(2) A mail service charge may be collected for each
registration certificate, license plate, nobile honme sticker
and validation sticker, and validation decal nailed by the

departnment or any tax collector. Each registration
certificate, license plate, nobile hone sticker, and
val i dation sticker, and validation decal shall be mailed by

first-class mail unl ess otherw se requested by the applicant.
The anobunt of the mmil service charge shall be the actua
postage required, rounded to the nearest 5 cents, plus a
25-cent handling charge. The mail service charge is in
addition to the service charge provided by s. 320.04.

(3) The departnent is authorized to reproduce such
docunents, records, and reports as required to neet the
requi renents of the law and the needs of the public, either by
phot ogr aphi ng, mni crophot ographi ng, or reproducing on filmthe
docunent, record, or report, or by using an electronic
digitizing process capable of reproducing a true and correct
i mmge of the original source docunent. The phot ographs,
m crophot ographs, or electronic digitized copy of any records
made in conpliance with the provisions of this section shal
have the sane force and effect as the originals thereof and
shall be treated as originals for the purpose of their
adm ssibility into evidence. Duly certified or authenticated

10
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1| reproductions of such photographs, mcrophotographs, or

2| electronically digitized records shall be adnitted into

3 | evidence equally with the origi nal photographs,

4 | m crophotographs, or electronically digitized records.

5 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
6| 320.04, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

7 320.04 Registration service charge.--

8 (1) (a) There shall be a service charge of $2.50 for

9| each application that whieh is handl ed in connection wth

10 | original issuance, duplicate issuance, or transfer of any

11| license plate, nobile hone sticker, e+ validation sticker, or
12 | validation decal,or with transfer or duplicate issuance of

13| any registration certificate. There may al so be a service

14 | charge of up to $1 for the issuance of each license plate

15| validation sticker, validation decal, or and nobile hone

16 | sticker issued froman autonmated vending facility which shal
17 | be payable to and retained by the departnent to provide for
18 | autonated vending facilities or nmachi nes used to di spense such
19 | stickers or decals in each tax collector's or license tag
20| agent's office.
21 Section 5. Section 320.0607, Florida Statutes, is
22 | anended to read:
23 320. 0607 Repl acenent |icense plates, validation
24 | sticker, validation decal, or nobile hone sticker.--
25 (1) Any law enforcenent officer or departnent
26 | conpliance exaniner or license and registration inspector nay
27 | at any tinme inspect a license plate, validation sticker,or
28 | validation decal for proper display and legibility as
29 | prescribed by chapter 316. A damaged or defaced plate,
30 | sticker,or decal may be required to be repl aced.
31
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(2) When a license plate, nobile honme sticker
val i dation sticker,or validati on decal has been | ost, stol en

or destroyed, the owner of the notor vehicle or nobile hone
for which the plate, sticker, or decal was issued shall make
application to the departnent for a replacenent. The
application shall contain the plate, sticker, or decal nunber
bei ng replaced and a statenent that the itemwas |ost, stolen
or destroyed. If the application includes a copy of the police
report prepared in response to a report of a stolen plate,
sticker, or decal, such plate, sticker, or decal nust be

repl aced at no charge

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2), in all such
cases, upon filing of an application acconpanied by a fee of
$10 plus applicable service charges, the departnent shal
i ssue a replacenent plate, sticker, or decal as the case nay
be if it is satisfied that the information reported in the
application is true. The replacenent fee shall be deposited
into the H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund.

(4) Any license plate, sticker, or decal lost in the
mai | may be replaced at no charge. Neither the service charge
nor the replacenent fee shall be applied to this replacenent.
However, the application for a replacenent shall contain a
st atenent of such fact, the audit nunber of the lost item and
the date issued.

(5) Upon the issuance of an original license plate,
the applicant shall pay a fee of $10 to be deposited in the
H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund.

(6) Al funds derived fromthe sale of tenporary tags
under the provisions of s. 320.131 shall be deposited in the
H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund.

12
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Section 6. Section 320.061, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:
320.061 Unlawful to alter notor vehicle registration
certificates, license plates, nobile hone stickers, ot

val i dation stickers, or validation decals; penalty.--No person

shall alter the original appearance of any registration
license plate, nobile hone sticker, validation sticker
val i dati on decal,or vehicle registration certificate issued

for and assigned to any notor vehicle or nobile hone, whether
by mutilation, alteration, defacenent, or change of color or
in any ot her manner. Any person who violates the provisions
of this section is guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the second
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
320.0657, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

320. 0657 Permanent registration; fleet license
pl ates. --

(1)(a) The owner or |essee of 250 or nore
nonapportioned commercial notor vehicles |icensed under s.
320.08(2), (3), (4), (5(a)l. and (b), and (7), who has posted
a bond as prescribed by departnent rules, may apply via
magnetically encoded conputer tape reel or cartridge which is
machi ne readabl e by the installed conputer systemat the
departnment for pernanent license plates. Al vehicles with a
fleet license plate shall have the conpany's nane or |ogo and
unit nunber displayed so that they are readily identifiable.
The provisions of s. 320.0605 shall not apply to vehicles
registered in accordance with this section, and no annua
val i dation sticker or validation decal is required.

Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 320.07, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

13
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1 320.07 Expiration of registration; annual renewal

2| required; penalties.--

3 (3) The operation of any notor vehicle w thout having
4 | attached thereto a registration license plate and validation

5| sticker or validation decal stitckers, as required, or the use

6 | of any nobile honme without having attached thereto a nobile

7 | hone sticker, for the current registration period shal

8 | subj ect the owner thereof, if he or she is present, or, if the
9| owner is not present, the operator thereof to the foll ow ng

10 | penalty provi sions:

11 (a) Any person whose notor vehicle or nobile hone

12 | regi stration has been expired for a period of 4 nonths or |ess
13 | shall be subject to the penalty provided in s. 318.14.

14 (b) Any person whose notor vehicle or nobile hone

15| regi stration has been expired for nore than 4 nonths is guilty
16 | of a mi sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided
17]lin s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

18 (c) However, no operator shall be charged with a

19 | violation of this subsection if the operator can show,
20 | pursuant to a valid | ease agreenent, that the vehicle had been
21| l eased for a period of 30 days or less at the tine of the
22 | of fense.
23 Section 9. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 320.071
24| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
25 320. 071 Advance registration renewal ; procedures.--
26 (2) Upon the filing of the application and paynment of
27 | the appropriate |icense tax under s. 320.08, service charges
28 | required by s. 320.04, and any additional fees required by
29 | law, the departnent or its agent shall issue to the owner of
30 | the notor vehicle or nobile hone a validation sticker,
31| validation decal,or nobile honme sticker, as appropriate,

14
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whi ch, when affixed to the license plate, rear w ndow, or

nobi | e hone, as required,shall renew the registration for the

appropriate registration period.
(3) Any person who uses a nobile hone sticker, er
val idation sticker, or validation decal w thout | awful

authority or who willfully violates any rule of the departnent
relating to this section is guilty of a nmisdeneanor of the
second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775. 083.
Section 10. Subsection (3) is added to section
320.0801, Florida Statutes, to read
320.0801 Additional license tax on certain vehicles.--
(3) In addition to the license taxes inposed under s.
320. 08 and under subsections (1) and (2), there is hereby
| evied and i nposed an annual |icense tax of 10 cents for the

operation of a nmotor vehicle, as defined in s. 320.01, which

tax shall be paid to the departnent or its agent upon the

regi stration or renewal of registration of the vehicle.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of s. 320.20, revenues

collected fromthe tax inposed in this subsection shall be

deposited in the Hi ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund.

Section 11. Subsections (3) and (4) of section
320.084, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

320.084 Free notor vehicle license plate to certain
di sabl ed veterans. --

(3) The departnent shall, as it deens necessary,
require each person to whoma notor vehicle |icense plate has
been issued pursuant to subsection (1) to apply to the
departnment for reissuance of his or her registration |icense
plate. Upon receipt of the application and proof of the
applicant's continued eligibility, the departnent shall issue

15
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1| a new pernmanent "DV' nunerical notor vehicle license plate

2 | which shall be of the colors red, white, and blue simlar to
3| the colors of the United States flag. The operation of a notor
4| vehicle displaying a "DV' license plate froma previous issue
5| period or a noncurrent validation sticker or validation deca
6| after the date specified by the departnent shall subject the
7| owmer if he or she is present, otherwi se the operator, to the
8| penalty provided in s. 318.18(2). Such permanent |icense

9| plate shall be renoved upon sale of the vehicle, but may be
10 | transferred to another vehicle owned by such veteran in the
11 | manner prescribed by law. The |icense nunber of each plate
12 | i ssued under this section shall be identified by the letter

13 | designation "DV." Upon request of any such veteran, the

14 | departnent is authorized to issue a designation plate

15| containing only the letters "DV," to be displayed on the front
16 | of the vehicle.

17 (4)(a) Wth the issuance of each new pernmanent "DV’

18 | nunerical notor vehicle license plate, the departnent shal

19 | initially issue, without cost to the applicant, a validation
20 | decal the expiration date of which stieker—refteetingthe

21 | ewrer—s—birthronth—antd—aseriat-ynunbered—va-dation—stiecker
22 | refHHecting—the—year—of—expiration—TFhe—i+n-tiat—sticker

23 | refHHecting—the—year—of—expiration may not exceed 15 nonths

24 | after the date of issuance.

25 (b) There shall be a service charge in accordance with
26 | the provisions of s. 320.04 for each initial application or

27 | renewal of registration and an additional sumof 50 cents on
28 | each license plate and validation sticker as provided in s.

29 | 320.06(3)(b).

30 (c) Registration under this section shall be renewed
31| annually during the applicable renewal period on forns
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prescribed by the departnment, which shall include, in addition
to any other information required by the departnent, a
certified statement as to the continued eligibility of the
applicant to receive the special "DV' license plate. Any
applicant who falsely or fraudulently subnits to the
departnment the certified statenent required by this paragraph
is guilty of a noncrimnal violation and is subject to a civil
penal ty of $50.

Section 12. Subsection (2) of section 320.10, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

320.10 Exenptions.--

(2) Any such vehicle or nobile hone, except one owned
or operated exclusively by the Federal Governnent, shall be
furnished a license plate, validation sticker or validation

decal , or nobile home sticker upon the proper application to

t he departnent and upon the paynent of $3 to cover the cost of
same. For any notor vehicle or nobile home that whieh is
exenpt under paragraph (1)(a), there shall be issued a |license
pl ate, validation sticker or validation decal, or nobile hone

sticker prescribed by s. 320.06; and for any vehicle that
whieh i s exenpt under paragraphs (1)(c)-(h), there shall be
i ssued a license plate under series "X. " Vehicles exenpt
under this provision nust be equi pped with proper |icense
pl at es showi ng such exenpt stat us.

Section 13. Section 320.26, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320.26 Counterfeiting license plates, validation
stickers, validation decal s, nobile hone stickers, cab cards,

trip pernmits, or special tenporary operational pernits
prohi bited; penalty.--

17
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(1) (a) No person shall counterfeit registration
license plates, validation stickers, validation decals, or

nobi | e hone stickers, or have in his or her possession any
such pl ates, decals,or stickers; nor shall any person

manuf acture, sell, or dispose of registration |license plates,
val idation stickers, validation decals,or nobile hone

stickers in the state without first having obtained the
perm ssion and authority of the departnment in witing.

(b) No person shall counterfeit, alter, or manufacture
International Registration Plan cab cards, trip pernits,
special tenporary pernits, or tenporary operational permts;
nor shall any person sell or dispose of Internationa
Regi stration Plan cab cards, trip permts, special tenporary
permts, or tenporary operational permts without first having
obt ai ned the pernission and authority of the departnent in
writing.

(2) Any person who violates this section is guilty of
a felony of the third degree.

(a) |If the violator is a natural person, he or she is
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.
775.084.

(b) If the violator is an association or corporation
it is punishable as provided in s. 775.083, and the official
of the association or corporation under whose direction or
wi th whose know edge, consent, or acqui escence such violation
occurred may be punished as provided in s. 775.082, in
addition to the fine which may be inposed upon such
associ ation or corporation.

Section 14. Section 320.261, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

18
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320. 261 Attaching registration |license plate not
assi gned unl awful; penalty.--Any person who knowi ngly attaches
to any notor vehicle or nobile home any registration |license
pl ate, or who know ngly attaches any validation sticker or
nobi | e hone sticker to a registration license plate, or who
knowi ngly attaches any validation decal to a notor vehicle,

whi ch plate, er sticker, or decal was not issued and assi gned
or lawfully transferred to such vehicle, is guilty of a
m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 15. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
921.0012, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

921. 0012 Sentencing guidelines offense |evels; offense
severity ranking chart. --

(3) OFFENSE SEVERI TY RANKI NG CHART

Fl ori da Fel ony

Statute Degr ee Descri ption
(a) LEVEL 1

24.118(3)(a) 3rd Counterfeit or altered state
|ottery ticket.

212.054(2)(b) 3rd Di scretionary sal es surtax;

limtations, adm nistration, and
col | ecti on.

212.15(2) (b) 3rd Failure to remt sal es taxes,
amount greater than $300 but |ess
t han $20, 000.

319. 30(5) 3rd Sel |, exchange, give away
certificate of title or
i dentification nunber plate.
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35(1) (a)

26(1) (a)

212(1)

212( 4)

212(5) (a)

13(4) (a)
135( 1)
663( 1)

39(2)

39(3) (a)

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd
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Tanper, adjust, change, etc., an
odonet er .

Counterfeit, manufacture, or sel
regi stration |license plates, er
val i dation stickers, or

val i dati on decal s.

Possessi on of forged, stolen,
counterfeit, or unlawfully issued
driver's license; possession of
sinmul ated identification.
Supply or aid in supplying
unaut hori zed driver's license or
identification card.
Fal se application for driver's
license or identification card.
Mol est any stone crab trap, line,
or buoy which is property of
I i censehol der.
Mol est any blue crab trap, line,
or buoy which is property of
I i censehol der.
Poach any alligator or
crocodili a.
Unaut hori zed use, possession
forgery, or alteration of food
stanps, Medicaid I D, value
greater than $200.
Fraudul ent m sappropriation of
publ i c assi stance funds by
enpl oyee/ of ficial, value nore
t han $200.
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071(1)

327(1) (a)
026( 1) (a)

151( 1)

302(1)

27(1)
69

014(3) (¢c)
081(2)
04(4) (a)
52(2)
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3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd
3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd
3rd
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Fal se statenent or representation
to obtain or increase

unenpl oynent conpensati on
benefits.

Unlicensed practice of nedicine.
Unlicensed practice of dentistry
or dental hygiene.

Def raud an i nnkeeper, food or

| odgi ng val ue greater than $300.
Violation of the Florida
Securities and | nvestor
Protection Act.

Possess still or still apparatus.
Tenant renoves property upon

whi ch |ien has accrued, val ue
nmore than $50.

Petit theft (3rd conviction);
theft of any property not
specified in subsection (2).

Unl awful | y nmakes or causes to be
made a reproduction of a trade
secret.

O fense against intellectual
property (i.e., conputer
prograns, data).

Hring with intent to defraud,
not or vehi cl e servi ces.

Bi gany.

Fighting or baiting ani nals.
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04(1)

31(1) (a)

041(1)

05

(2)(b) & (4)(c)

015( 3)
016( 1)

15( 2)

16

18

011(1) (a)

01
09(1) (a)-(d)
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Any erasure, alteration, etc., of
any repl acenent deed, nap, plat,
or other docunent listed in s.
92. 28.

Sell, deliver, or possess
counterfeit controlled
substances, all but s. 893.03(5)
dr ugs.

St oppi ng paynent with intent to
defraud $150 or nore.

Knowi ng, making, issuing
wort hl ess checks $150 or nore or
obtai ning property in return for
wor t hl ess check $150 or nore.
Bri bery.
Publ i c servant receiving unl awful
conpensati on.
Commerci al bribe receiving.
Commercial bribery.
Fl eeing by boat to elude a | aw
enforcenent officer
Sell, distribute, etc., obscene,
lewd, etc., material (2nd
convi ction).
Keepi ng ganbl i ng house.
Lottery; set up, pronote, etc.
or assist therein, conduct or
advertise drawing for prizes, or
di spose of property or noney by
neans of lottery.
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1] 849. 23 3rd Ganbl i ng-rel at ed machi nes;

2 "common of fender" as to property

3 rights.

4| 849. 25(2) 3rd Engagi ng i n bookmaki ng

5| 860. 08 3rd Interfere with a railroad signal

6| 860.13(1)(a) 3rd Qperate aircraft while under the

7 i nfl uence.

8] 893.13(2)(a)?2. 3rd Pur chase of cannabis.

9] 893.13(6)(a) 3rd Possessi on of cannabis (nore than

10 20 grans).

11 ] 893. 13(7) (a) 10. 3rd Affix false or forged label to

12 package of controll ed substance.

13 ] 934.03(1) (a) 3rd I ntercepts, or procures any other

14 person to intercept, any wire or

15 oral conmmuni cation

16 Section 16. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

17

18 EE IR I b A b b S S b S I S b b S S I b S S b

19 LEGQ SLATI VE SUWARY

20 o ) . .
Eli minates the requirenent that a permanent validation

21 sticker be issued in connection with each nbtor vehicle
Iicense plate and revises requirenents relating to the

22 annual validation sticker. Requires that an ahnua
val i dati on decal be |issued in connection wth each

23 license plate in addition to the annual validation
sticker. Requires that the decal be placed on the inside

24 rear wi ndow on the driver's side. Requires that decals
be 1ssued in the sane manner as validation stickers,

25 subj ect to the sanme penalties for m suse. |nposes a
|icense tax and requires that the groceeds be deposited

26 into the H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund.

27

28

29

30

31
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