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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2332

Eg Senators Crist, Meadows, WIIlians, Bronson, Cowin, Harris,
rne, Diaz-Balart, Lee, Gutnman, Ostal kiewicz and Turner

20-1148-98
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the state's |awsuit agai nst
t obacco conpanies; providing a limtation on
attorney's fees; providing for distribution of
attorney's fees received fromtobacco
conpani es; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) An attorney who represented the state

inits lawsuit against tobacco conpanies nay not be paid

attorney's fees that exceed $250 per hour per attorney. The

maxi nrum fee that such attorney may receive is $250, 000.

(2) Attorney's fees paid by tobacco conpani es over and

above $3 million, the naxi num al |l owed under subsection (1),

nmust instead be paid into the General Revenue Fund of the

state and earmarked for annual classroomteacher sal ary

bonuses.

(3) It is the intent of the Legislature that the $2.8

billion attorney's fees in the tobacco |awsuit be reduced to a
maxi rum of $3 nmillion with the remaini ng bal ance of $2.797
billion to be awarded on an equal basis to classroomteachers

of the state as an annual sal ary bonus.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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Limts attorney's fees in the state's | awsuit agai nst
t obacco conpanies to a maxi mumof $3 mllion, Provides
that attorney's fees Pald in such awsuit which exceed $3
mllion nust” be used to provide annual salary bonuses for
cl assroomt eachers.
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