SB 2502 First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to inplenenting the fiscal year
3 1998- 1999 General Appropriations Act; providing
4 | egislative intent; anmending s. 216.292, F.S.
5 aut hori zi ng the Departnent of Children and
6 Fam |y Services and the Agency for Health Care
7 Adm nistration to transfer general revenue
8 funds between them requiring the Agency for
9 Health Care Administration to use a specified
10 di sproportionate share fornula, specified
11 audited financial data, and a specified
12 Medi caid per diemrate in fiscal year 1998-1999
13 for qualifying hospitals; amending s. 409.9116,
14 F.S.; altering the forrmula for rural hospita
15 di sproportionate share paynents; anending s.
16 216.181, F.S.; authorizing the Departnent of
17 Children and Family Services and the Departnent
18 of Health to advance certain noneys for certain
19 contract services; directing the Agency for
20 Health Care Administration to include health
21 nMai nt enance organi zation recipients in the
22 county billing for a specified purpose;
23 aut hori zi ng the Departnent of Children and
24 Fam |y Services to use certain funds for fixed
25 capital outlay expenditures to neet federa
26 standards; providing an advance of funds from
27 the Medical Quality Assurance Trust Fund to the
28 Departnent of Health to allow the departnent to
29 devel op an exam nation for foreign-licensed
30 physi ci ans; providing for rei nbursenent of the
31 trust fund through exam nation fees; anendi ng
1
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1 s. 458.3115, F.S.; deleting certain

2 requi renents for the exam nation; changing the

3 date for availability of the exam nation for

4 foreign-licensed physicians; authorizing the

5 Departnent of Law Enforcenent to transfer

6 positions, salary rate, and budget between

7 budget entities; requiring notification of such

8 actions; authorizing the Departnent of Law

9 Enforcenent to participate in the Mddel Career
10 Service Cassification and Conpensation System
11 subj ect to certain conditions; authorizing the
12 Departnent of Law Enforcenent to use certain
13 noneys to provide neritorious-performance
14 bonuses for enpl oyees, subject to approval;
15 authori zing the Correctional Privatization
16 Conmmi ssion and the Departnent of Juvenile
17 Justice to nake certain expenditures to defray
18 costs incurred by a nunicipality or county as a
19 result of opening and operating a facility of
20 the comi ssion or the departnent; anendi ng s.
21 236.081, F.S., relating to the Florida
22 Educati on Fi nance Program authorizing funds to
23 keep the district required local effort at a
24 speci fi ed percentage of the district's total
25 cal cul ation; providing for allocation of npneys
26 provi ded for workforce devel oprment; providing
27 for budget anmendnent when a programis noved;
28 anmending s. 212.20, F.S.; providing for use of
29 noneys allocated to the Solid Waste Managenent
30 Trust Fund; providing for certain counties to
31 use noneys received for aquatic weed contro

2
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1 for recycling purposes; anmending s. 403. 7095,
2 F.S.; revising applicability and the expiration
3 date of the solid waste nmanagenent grant
4 program requiring a specified | evel of funding
5 for counties receiving solid waste nmanagenent
6 and recycling grants; providing for allocation
7 of funds for innovative prograns to address
8 recycling practices and procedures; providing
9 for the sale of certain property; providing for
10 expiration of tenporary provisions; providing
11 effect of veto of specific appropriation or
12 proviso to which inplenenting | anguage refers;
13 providing for construction of inplenenting act
14 inrelation to other |egislation; providing
15 severability; providing for retroactive
16 ef fectiveness; providing an effective date.
17
18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. It is the intent of the Legislature that
21| the inplenmenting and adnini stering provisions of this act
22 | apply to the General Appropriations Act for fiscal year
23 | 1998-1999.
24 Section 2. In order to inplenent Specific
25 | Appropriations 207 through 521 of the 1998-1999 Genera
26 | Appropriations Act, subsection (1) of section 216.292, Florida
27 | Statutes, is anended to read:
28 216. 292 Appropriations nontransferable; exceptions.--
29 (1) (a) Funds provided in the General Appropriations
30| Act or as otherw se expressly provided by |aw shall be
31 | expended only for the purpose for which appropriated, except
3
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that if deened necessary such noneys nmay be transferred as
provided in subsections (3) and (4) when it is deternined to
be in the best interest of the state. Appropriations for fixed
capital outlay may not be expended for any other purpose, and
appropriations may not be transferred between state agencies,
or between a state agency and the judicial branch, unless
specifically authorized by | aw.

(b) For the 1998-1999 199741998 fiscal year only, the
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services and the Agency for
Health Care Administration may transfer general revenue funds
as necessary to conply with any provision of the Genera
Appropriations Act that requires or specifically authorizes
the transfer of general revenue funds between these two
agenci es. This paragraph expires ts—repeated—on July 1, 1999
1998.

Section 3. During the 1998-1999 fiscal year, the
Agency for Health Care Administration shall use the 1992-1993
di sproportionate share formula, the 1989 audited fi nanci al

data, and the Medicaid per diemrate as of January 1, 1992,

for those hospitals that qualify for the hospita

di sproportionate share programfunded in Specific
Appropriation 247 of the 1998-1999 CGeneral Appropriations Act.
This section expires July 1, 1999.

Section 4. In order to inplenent Specific
Appropriation 240 of the 1998-1999 General Appropriations Act,
subsection (6) of section 409.9116, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

409. 9116 Disproportionate share/financial assistance
program for rural hospitals.--In addition to the paynents nade
under s. 409.911, the Agency for Health Care Administration
shal | admi nister a federally matched di sproportionate share

4
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1| program and a state-funded financial assistance program for
2| statutory rural hospitals. The agency shall nake
3| di sproportionate share paynents to statutory rural hospitals
4| that qualify for such paynents and financial assistance
5| paynents to statutory rural hospitals that do not qualify for
6 | di sproportionate share paynents. The disproportionate share
7 | program paynents shall be limted by and conformwi th federa
8| requirenments. In fiscal year 1993-1994, avail able funds shal
9| be distributed in one paynent, as soon as practicable after
10| the effective date of this act. |In subsequent fiscal years,
11| funds shall be distributed quarterly in each fiscal year for
12 | which an appropriation is made. Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions
13| of s. 409.915, counties are exenpt fromcontributing toward
14 | the cost of this special reinbursenent for hospitals serving a
15| di sproportionate share of |owincone patients.
16 (6) For the 1998-1999 199741998 fiscal year only, the
17 | Agency for Health Care Admi nistration shall use the follow ng
18 | forrmula for distribution of the funds in Specific
19 | Appropriation 240 226 of the 1998-1999 19971998 Cenera
20 | Appropriations Act for the disproportionate share/financial
21 | assi stance program for rural hospitals.
22 (a) The agency shall first determine a prelimnary
23 | paynent anmount for each rural hospital by allocating al
24 | avail able state funds using the follow ng fornmula:
25
26 PDAER = ( TAERH x TARH)/ STAERH
27
28 | Where:
29 PDAER = prelimnary distribution amount for each rura
30 | hospital
31 TAERH = total anount earned by each rural hospital
5
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TARH = total anount appropriated or distributed under
this section.

STAERH = sum of total anmount earned by each rural
hospi tal .

(b) Federal matching funds for the disproportionate
share program shall then be calculated for those hospitals
that qualify for disproportionate share in paragraph (a).

(c) The state-funds-only paynent anount is then
cal cul ated for each hospital using the fornmula:

SFCER

Maxi mum val ue of (1) SFOL - PDAER or (2) O

\Wher e:

SFCER = state-funds-only paynent anount for each rural
hospi tal .

SFOL = state-funds-only paynent |evel, which is set at
4 percent of TARH.

(d) The adjusted total ampunt allocated to the rural
di sproportionate share programshall then be cal cul ated using
the follow ng fornmula:

ATARH = (TARH - SSFCER)

Wher e:
ATARH = adj usted total anount appropriated or
di stributed under this section.
SSFCER = sum of the state-funds-only paynment anount
cal cul at ed under paragraph (c) for all rural hospitals.
(e) The determ nation of the anobunt of rural
di sproportionate share hospital funds is calculated by the
followi ng formul a:

6
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TDAERH = [ ( TAERH x ATARH)/ STAERH]

\Wher e:

TDAERH = total distribution amount for each rura
hospi t al

(f) Federal matching funds for the disproportionate
share program shall then be calculated for those hospitals
that qualify for disproportionate share in paragraph (e).

(g) State-funds-only paynent anounts cal cul at ed under
paragraph (c) are then added to the results of paragraph (f)
to deternmine the total distribution amount for each rura
hospi t al

(h) This subsection expires ts—+epeated—on July 1,
1999 1998.

Section 5. In order to inplenment Specific
Appropriations 293 t hrough 446A and 466A t hrough 556A of the
1998-1999 General Appropriations Act, paragraph (c) of
subsection (15) of section 216.181, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

216. 181 Approved budgets for operations and fixed
capital outlay.--

(15)

(c) For the 1998-1999 19971998 fiscal year only,
funds appropriated to the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Services in Specific Appropriations 293 272 t hrough 446A 463
and the Department of Health in Specific Appropriations 466A
426 t hrough 556A 51tA of the 1998-1999 19971998 Cenera
Appropriations Act nay be advanced, unless specifically
prohibited in such General Appropriations Act, for those
contracted services that were approved for advancenent by the

7
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1| Comptroller in fiscal year 1993-1994, including those services
2| contracted on a fixed-price or unit cost basis. This
3 | paragraph expires +s—+epealed—on July 1, 1999 1998.
4 Section 6. For the purpose of inplenenting Specific
5| Appropriation 247 of the 1998-1999 General Appropriations Act,
6| and for the 1998-1999 fiscal year only, the Agency for Health
7| Care Administration shall include health naintenance
8 | organi zation recipients in the county billing for inpatient
9| hospital stays for the purpose of shared costs with counties
10 ) in accordance with the Florida Statutes. This section expires
11| July 1, 1999.
12 Section 7. In order to inplenent Specific
13 | Appropriations 440 through 445 of the 1998-1999 Genera
14 | Appropriations Act, the Departnent of Children and Famly
15| Services is authorized to use operating funds budgeted for
16 | Devel opnental Services Institutions for fixed capital outlay
17 | expenditures as needed to bring any currently unlicensed beds
18 | up to Federal Internediate Care Facility for the
19 | Devel opnentally Disabled |icensure standards. This section
20 | expires July 1, 1999.
21 Section 8. In order to inplenent Specific
22 | Appropriation 474 of the 1998-1999 General Appropriations Act,
23| the sumof $1.2 nillion is transferred fromthe unall ocated
24 | balance in the Medical Quality Assurance Trust Fund to the
25| Departnent of Health to allow the departnent to devel op the
26 | exam nation required for foreign-licensed physicians in
27 | section 458.3115(1)(a), Florida Statutes, through a contract
28 | with the University of South Florida. The departnent shal
29 | charge exaninees a fee that, in the aggregate, will reinburse
30| the Medical Quality Assurance Trust Fund for the anpunt
31
8
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advanced to the departnent under this section. This section

expires July 1, 1999.

Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
458. 3115, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

458. 3115 Restricted license; certain foreign-licensed
physicians; United States Medical Licensing Exam nation
(USMLE) or agency-devel oped exani nation; restrictions on
practice; full licensure.--

(1) (a) Notwi thstanding any other provision of |law, the
agency shall provide procedures under which certain physicians
who are or were foreign-licensed and have practiced nedicine
no less than 2 years nmay take the USMLE or an agency-devel oped
exam nation to qualify for a restricted license to practice
nedicine in this state. The agency and board-devel oped
exam nation shall test the sane areas of nedical know edge as
t he Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States,
Inc. (FLEX) previously adninistered by the Florida Board of
Medicine to grant nmedical licensure in Florida. Satd
exanination—shatH—be—in—thesamre—formand-content—and-shat—be
adm-ni-stered—in—the—sare—rmanner—as—the+FLEX-The
agency- devel oped exani nati on nust be nade available no |ater
t han Decenber 31 September—%, 1998, to a physician who
qualifies for licensure. A person who is eligible to take and
el ects to take the agency and board- devel oped exani nation, who
has previously passed part 1 or part 2 of the previously
admi ni stered FLEX shall not be required to retake or pass the
equi val ent parts of the agency-devel oped exam nation, and nay
sit for the agency and board-devel oped exam nation five tines
within 5 years.

Section 10. For the purpose of inplenenting Specific
Appropriations 1033, 1042, 1046, and 1050 of the 1998-1999

9
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Ceneral Appropriations Act, the Florida Departnent of Law

Enforcenent may transfer up to 20 positions and associ ated

budget between budget entities and up to 10 percent of the

initial approved salary rate between budget entities, provided

the sane funding source is used throughout each transfer. The

departnment may also transfer up to 10 percent of the initial

approved budget between budget entities, provided the sane

fundi ng source is used throughout each transfer. The

departnment nmust provide notice to the Executive Ofice of the

Governor, the Senate Ways and Means Committee, and the House

Committee on Orininal Justice Appropriations for all transfers

of salary rate or positions. This section expires July 1,
1999.

Section 11. For the purpose of inplenenting Specific
Appropriations 1033, 1042, 1046, and 1050 of the 1998-1999
Ceneral Appropriations Act, beginning July 1, 1998, the

Fl ori da Departnment of Law Enforcenent, with approval of the

Executive Ofice of the Governor and in consultation with the

Depart nent of Managenent Services, |egislative appropriation

and personnel conmittees, and the affected certified

bargaining units, is authorized to participate in the Mde

Career Service Cassification and Conpensati on System as
aut hori zed by section 334.0445, Florida Statutes, which is
her eby continued through June 30, 1999, for this purpose. This

section expires July 1, 1999.

Section 12. Consistent with the provisions of section

216. 163, Florida Statutes, and notwi thstandi ng the provisions
of section 216.181, Florida Statutes, the Florida Departnent
of Law Enforcenent may transfer up to one-half of 1 percent of
the funds in Specific Appropriations 1033, 1042, 1046, and
1050 of the 1998-1999 CGeneral Appropriations Act for | unp-sum

10
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1| sal ary bonuses for departnmental enployees at the discretion of
2| the Executive Director, provided that such bonuses are given
3]lonly to selected enpl oyees for neritorious perfornance,

4 | instead of being given as across-the-board bonuses for al

5| enpl oyees. The departnent, after consultation with the

6 | Executive Ofice of the Governor, shall provide a plan to the
7 | House Fiscal Responsibility Council Chair and to the Senate

8 | Wys and Means Conmittee Chair for approval before awardi ng

9 | such bonuses. This section expires July 1, 1999.

10 Section 13. |In order to inplenent Specific

11 | Appropriation 589 of the 1998-1999 General Appropriations Act,
12 | the Correctional Privatization Conmi ssion and the Departnent
13 | of Juvenile Justice may expend appropriated funds to assist in
14 | defraying the costs of inpacts that are incurred by a

15| nunicipality or county and associ ated with openi ng and

16 | operating a facility under the authority of the Correctiona
17 | Privati zation Conmi ssion or a facility under the authority of
18 | the Departnent of Juvenile Justice which is located within

19 | that nmunicipality or county. The anount that is to be paid
20 | under this section for any facility may not exceed 1 percent
21| of the facility construction cost, less building inpact fees
22 | inposed by the nmunicipality, or by the county if the facility
23| is located in the unincorporated portion of the county. This
24 | section expires July 1, 1999.
25 Section 14. In order to inplenent Specific
26 | Appropriation 117 of the 1998-1999 General Appropriations Act,
27 | paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 236.081, Florida
28 | Statutes, is anended to read:
29 236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
30| allocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
31| district for operation of schools is not determined in the

11
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1| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
2 | the annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

3| foll ows:

4 (4) COWPUTATI ON OF DI STRI CT REQUI RED LOCAL

5| EFFORT. - -The Legi slature shall prescribe the aggregate

6| required local effort for all school districts collectively as
7] an itemin the General Appropriations Act for each fisca

8 | year. The ampunt that each district shall provide annually

9| toward the cost of the Florida Education Finance Program for
10 | ki ndergarten through grade 12 prograns shall be cal cul ated as
11 | fol |l ows:

12 (a) Estimated taxable val ue cal cul ations. --

13 l.a. Not later than 2 working days prior to July 19
14 | the Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the Conm ssioner of
15 | Education its nost recent estinmate of the taxable value for

16 | school purposes in each school district and the total for al
17 | school districts in the state for the current cal endar year

18 | based on the Il atest available data obtained fromthe | oca

19 | property appraisers. Not later than July 19, the comn ssioner
20| shall conpute a nillage rate, rounded to the next highest one
21 | one-thousandth of a mll, which, when applied to 95 percent of
22 | the estimated state total taxable value for school purposes,
23 | woul d generate the prescribed aggregate required |ocal effort
24 | for that year for all districts. The conmi ssioner shal
25| certify to each district school board the mllage rate,
26 | conputed as prescribed in this subparagraph, as the m ni num
27 | mllage rate necessary to provide the district required | oca
28 | effort for that year
29 b. For the 1998-1999 19971998 fiscal year only, the
30 | General Appropriations Act may direct the conputation of the
31 | statew de adjusted aggregate anount for required |ocal effort

12
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1| for all school districts collectively fromad valoremtaxes to
2 | ensure that no school district's revenue fromrequired | oca

3| effort mllage will produce nore than 90 percent of the

4| district's total Florida Education Finance Program

5] calculation, and the adjustnent of the required |ocal effort

6| mllage rate of each district that produces nore than 90

7 | percent of its total Florida Education Finance Program

8| entitlement to a level that will produce only 90 percent of
9]its total Florida Education Finance Programentitlenent. This
10 | sub-subpar agraph expires +s—+epeated—on July 1, 1999 1998,

11 | unless enacted in other |egislation

12 2. As revised data are received from property

13 | apprai sers, the Departnent of Revenue shall anend the

14 | certification of the estimate of the taxable value for schoo
15 | purposes. The Conmi ssioner of Education, in admnistering the
16 | provisions of subparagraph (10)(a)2., shall use the nost

17 | recent taxable value for the appropriate year

18 Section 15. The funds provided in the 1998-1999

19 | General Appropriations Act for workforce devel opnent shall be
20| initially allocated to the school district or community
21| college as designated. |f, for any reason, a programin whole
22| or in part is noved froma conmmunity college to a schoo
23| district or noved froma school district to a community
24 | col |l ege, the Commi ssi oner of Education or the Executive
25| Director, Division of Comunity Coll eges, shall subnmt a
26 | budget anendnent pursuant to chapter 216, Florida Statutes, to
27 | transfer the appropriate anpunt of the 1998-1999 appropriation
28 | between the affected district and comunity coll ege. The
29 | anobunt transferred shall be as near as practicable to the
30 | actual anpunt appropriated for the FTE funded for that
31| program This section expires July 1, 1999.

13
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Section 16. In order to inplenent Specific
Appropriations 1299 and 1302 of the 1998-1999 Genera
Appropriations Act, subsection (7) of section 212.20, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

212.20 Funds collected, disposition; additional powers
of departnent; operational expense; refund of taxes
adj udi cat ed unconstitutionally collected.--

(7) For the 1998-1999 199741998 fiscal year only, the
use of funds allocated to the Solid Waste Managenent Trust
Fund shall be as provided in the General Appropriations Act.
There is transferred $6 nillion for the surface water
i mprovenent and managenent programand $6 nillion for the
aquatic weed control programfromrevenues provided by this
section. This subsection expires July 1, 1999 1998.

Section 17. |In order to inplenent Specific
Appropriations 1397 and 1399 of the 1998-1999 Genera
Appropriations Act, counties receiving funds for aquatic weed

control prograns as provided by section 212.20(7), Florida

Statutes, may use these funds for recycling purposes. This

aut hori zati on expires June 30, 1999.

Section 18. In order to inplenent Specific
Appropriations 1397 and 1399 of the 1998-1999 Genera
Appropriations Act, paragraph (a) of subsection (7) of section
403. 7095, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

403. 7095 Solid waste managenent grant program --

(7)(a) Annual solid waste and recycling grants shal
be available to counties with popul ations of fewer than
100, 000. The sum of $50, 000 shall be available annually to
each eligible county fromthe Solid Waste Managenent Trust
Fund t hrough June 30, 1999 3998. These grants shall be nade

14

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




SB 2502 First Engrossed

1| by Cctober 1 of each year to any county applying to the

2 | departnent prior to August 1 of any given year

3 Section 19. In order to inplenent Specific

4 | Appropriations 1397 and 1399 of the 1998-1999 Genera

5| Appropriations Act, subsections (8) and (9) of section

6 | 403. 7095, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

7 403. 7095 Solid waste managenent grant program --

8 (8) For fiscal year 1998-1999 19971998 the depart nent

9| shall provide counties with popul ati ons under 100,000 with at

10| l east the sane |l evel of funding they received in fiscal year

11 ] 1997-1998 19961997 for solid waste managenent and recycling

12 | grants.

13 (9) For fiscal year 1998-1999 19971998 the depart nent

14 | shall provide 10 percent of the total funds available after

15| the requirenents of subsection (8) are net for recycling

16 | grants available to all counties on a conpetitive basis for

17 | innovative prograns that neet one or nore of the follow ng

18 | criteria:

19 (a) Denonstrate advanced technol ogi es or processes.

20 (b) Collect and recycle nontraditional materials.

21 (c) Denonstrate substantial inmprovenent in program

22 | cost-effectiveness and efficiency as neasured agai nst

23 | statewi de average costs for the sanme or sinmilar prograns.

24 (d) Denonstrate transferability of technol ogy and

25 | processes used in program

26 (e) Denonstrate and inplenment nulticounty or regiona

27 | recycling prograns.

28 Section 20. In order to inplenent Specific

29 | Appropriation 1571M of the 1998-1999 General Appropriations

30| Act, the Departnent of Transportation, on behalf of the Board

31| of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund, may sell
15
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1| at fair market value, the followi ng described state rea
2| property utilized by the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and
3| Motor Vehicles.

4

5 Fromthe NWcorner of Section 28, Township 22

6 Sout h, Range 30 East, run North 89 degrees, 21
7 m nutes, 24 seconds East, 1900 feet; thence run
8 South O degrees, 38 nminutes, 36 seconds East,

9 59.45 feet for a point of beginning, said point
10 being on the Southerly right of way |line of

11 State H ghway No. 50; thence South 0 degrees,
12 38 m nutes, 36 seconds East, 525.41 feet;

13 thence North 66 degrees, 42 ninutes, 09 seconds
14 East, 390 feet nore or less to the water's edge
15 of Lake Barton; thence run Northerly along the
16 water's edge of Lake Barton to the North line
17 of said Section 28; thence run South 89

18 degrees, 21 minutes, 24 seconds Wst along the
19 North line of said Section 28, to a 4" concrete
20 nonunent on the Southerly right of way |ine of
21 State Road No. 50, being North 89 degrees, 21
22 m nutes, 24 seconds East, 2315.27 feet fromthe
23 NW Cor ner of said Section 28; thence run
24 Westerly 419.59 feet along the arc of a 0
25 degree, 44 mnutes, 25 seconds curve concave to
26 the Northwesterly, (having a central angle of 3
27 degrees, 6 minutes, 22 seconds, the |long chord
28 bearing South 81 degrees, 08 ninutes, 37
29 seconds West 419.50 feet) to the point of
30 beginning. All of the above described | and
31

16
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being in the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of said
Section 28, Orange County, Florida.

Proceeds fromthe sale shall be deposited in the State

Transportation Trust Fund. The Board of Trustees of the

Internal Inprovenent Trust Fund shall execute and deliver a

deed of conveyance for the purpose of carrying into effect a

contract or agreement of sale.

Section 21. A section of this act which inplenents a

specific appropriation or specifically identified proviso

| anguage in the 1998-1999 CGeneral Appropriations Act is void

if the specific appropriation or specifically identified

proviso | anguage is vetoed. A section of this act that

i npl erents nore than one specific appropriation or nore than

one portion of specifically identified proviso | anguage in the
1998-1999 General Appropriations Act is void if all the
specific appropriations or portions of specifically identified

provi so | anguage are vet oed.

Section 22. |f any other act passed during the 1998

Regul ar Session of the Legislature or any extension thereof

contains a provision that is substantively the sane as a

provision in this act, but which renbves or is otherw se not

subject to the future repeal applied to such provision by this

act, the Legislature intends that the provision in the other

act shall take precedence and shall continue to operate,

notwi t hst andi ng the future repeal provided by this act.

Section 23. |If any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the
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invalid provision or application, and to this end the

provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.
Section 24. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998,
or in the event this act fails to becone a |law until after

that date, it shall operate retroactively thereto.
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