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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2550

By Senator Silver

38-976- 98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to brain and spinal cord
injury; stating legislative intent to provide a
per manent source of funding to increase anpunts
avail able for spinal cord injury and brain
injury research; anending s. 413.20, F. S
anending the definition of the term"traunatic
injury"; anending s. 413.613, F.S.; providing
for the distribution of noneys fromthe Brain
and Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation Trust
Fund to specified universities for spinal cord
injury and brain injury research; deleting a
limtation on the dollar amount of such trust
fund noneys that may be distributed in any one
year to certain of the universities for such
pur poses; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. It is the intent of the Legislature to

speci fy a permanent source of funding to increase anpunts

avail able for spinal cord injury and brain injury research

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 413.613, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

413.613 Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation
Trust Fund. - -

(3) Annually, 5 percent of the revenues deposited
monthly in the fund pursuant to s. 318.21(2)(d) shall be
appropriated to the University of Florida,angd 5 percent to

the University of Manm, and 2 percent (not to exceed $200, 000

annually) to the University of South Florida, for spinal cord
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injury and brain injury research. The anpbunt to be distributed
to the universities shall be cal cul ated based on the deposits

into the fund for each quarter in the fiscal year —but—rayhot
exceed—$500,000—per—university—per—year. Funds distributed

under this subsection shall be nade in quarterly paynents at
the end of each quarter during the fiscal year

Section 3. Subsection (33) of section 413.20, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

413.20 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term

(33) "Traumatic injury" neans:

(a) A lesion to the spinal cord or cauda equi na
resulting fromexternal trauma and exhi biting wth evi dence of

significant involvenent of two of the followi ng deficits or
dysfuncti ons:

1. Motor deficit.

2. Sensory deficit.

3. Bowel and bl adder dysfunction; or

(b) An insult to the skull, brain, or its covering,
resulting fromexternal trauma which produces an altered state
of consci ousness or anatonmic notor, sensory, cognitive, or
behavi oral deficits.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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SENATE SUMVARY

States the Ieg!slatlve intent to provide a pernanen
source of funding to increase anounts available for
5ﬂ|nal cord injury and brain injury research. Redef
the term"traumatic injury."” Provides for the ]
distribution of a portion of the npneys fromthe Brain
and Spinal Cord In{ury Rehabi |itation” Trust Fund to
specitied universities for spinal cord injury and brain
injury research. Del etes the maxi num anpunt of $500, 000

t hat  hay be aPﬂro riated yearly to the Universjity of
Manm and to e University of "Florida for such research
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