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1 Senate Resolution No.

2 A resol ution expressing regret at the death of

3 Al bert Gol den, a prominent citizen of Santa

4 Rosa County.

5

6 WHEREAS, the Florida Senate, with deep regret, has

7| learned of the death of Santa Rosa County pioneer Al bert

8 | Gol den on March 27, 1998, and

9 VWHEREAS, M. ol den was a banker, busi nessman, and

10| politician who dom nated an econom ¢ and political era of

11| Santa Rosa County history fromthe 1950's to the 1990's, and
12 WHEREAS, he pulled hinself up by his bootstraps, while
13 | aiding others, and exhibiting profound devotion to his fanmly,
14 | NONW THEREFORE,

15

16 | Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

17

18 That this legislative body does pause in its

19 | deliberations to pay its respects to the |ate Al bert Gol den of
20| MIlton, Florida, and that the Florida Senate in session
21 | assenbl ed does record this testinonial of esteem and
22 | bereavenent:
23 I N MEMORI AM
24 ALBERT GOLDEN
25 Al bert Gol den was born in Santa Rosa County in 1914 to
26 | the Reverend Wlliam$S. and Callie Golden. For the first 15
27 | years of his life, he worked on his parents' farm then he
28 | left for Texas to seek work. Soon he returned to his native
29 | Santa Rosa and the difficult years of the Great Depression. He
30 | worked as a | aborer building Santa Rosa County roads and
31| bridges, and he fought forest fires as a WPA worker. At the
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tender age of 17, he married Jewell Frances Wlls and, a few
years later, built a hone for his wife and two young children
for the price of $140 in raw materials and the I abor of his
own hands. Wthout having any previous experience in running a
gas station, he and Jewel|l bought and operated a station in
Mlton, and they subsequently becane the owners of conpanies
for the whol esale and retail sale of gas. During the 1950's,
M. Gol den was appointed to serve the renminder of the term of
office of a county commi ssi oner who had died. Wiile conpleting
that term he paid his salary as comissioner to the w dow of
his predecessor. Wnning reelection to the conmi ssion, he
served for nearly a decade and al so becane founder, president,
and chairman of the board of directors of Santa Rosa State
Bank and founder and president of Anmerican Security Bank.
Anmong the many tributes paid to Al bert Golden upon his passing
was the testinonial set forth in an editorial of the Pensacol a
News Journal, which read in part, "H s deternination--in

busi ness, banking and politics--reflected his own hunbl e

begi nni ngs and he never lost sight of his roots." The
editorial further noted, "As we often say of those who appear
|arger than |ife, Al bert Golden put down a big footprint and

| oored | arge over northwest Florida." H's devotion to his
famly was praised by his son, State Attorney Curtis Gol den,
who said: "He loved his fanmly deeply. He was extrenely
devoted to his wife. Usually he worked 16 to 18 hours a day, 6
days a week." A close friend coomented, "I've never known

Al bert Golden to nistreat anyone." Al bert Golden was truly a
| egendary nman, in famly life, in business, and in his
community. His larger-than-life presence will be sorely

m ssed.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
signed by the President of the Senate, with the Seal of the
Senate affixed, be transmtted to Ms. Jewell Wells Gol den
wi dow of Al bert Golden, as a tangi ble token of the sentinents
expressed herein and a lasting synbol of the respect of the
nmenbers of the Florida Senate.
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