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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/ HB 3035
By the Conmittee on Civil Justice & C ains and
EDEoR Ut b Roberts- Bl ke’ orad by Franada VUE[al obos.
gP{CgF’ Greene, Dennis, H I, EggeIYetlon, ogan, Chestnut and
Abill to be entitled

An act for the relief of Freddie Lee Pitts and

W bert Lee; providing for a hearing to be

conducted by the Division of Adm nistrative

Hearings; requiring the Departnent of Lega

Affairs to represent the state; providing a

contingent appropriation to conpensate Freddie

Lee Pitts and Wl bert Lee, if appropriate;

providing a contingent appropriation for the

payrment of attorneys' fees; providing an

effective date.

VHEREAS, in 1972 Freddie Lee Pitts and WI bert Lee were
convicted of first degree nurder in the deaths of Grover Floyd
and Jesse Burkett, and

VHEREAS, in 1975 Freddie Lee Pitts and WI bert Lee were
granted a full pardon for their convictions, and

WHEREAS, beginning in 1977 nunerous relief bills have
been filed on behalf of Freddie Lee Pitts and Wl bert Lee, and

VWHEREAS, in 1979, 1989, and 1990 the Fl ori da House of
Representatives conducted hearings on relief bills for Freddie
Lee Pitts and Wl bert Lee, but resolution of the issues
relating to the fundanental fairness of the crimna
proceedi ngs which resulted in the claimnt's convictions, and
their entitlenent to equitable relief, was not concl uded, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature seeks to provide an
impartial forumfor the resolution of these issues, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/ HB 3035
686- 147- 98

Section 1. The Division of Adm nistrative Hearings is

directed to appoint an adnministrative |law judge to conduct a

hearing and deternine whether a basis for equitable relief

exi sts for the purpose of conpensating clainants Freddi e Lee

Pitts and Wl bert Lee for any wongful act or omission of the

State of Florida, or officials thereof, which affected the

fundanental fairness of the crimnal proceedi ngs against the

claimants and resulted in their convictions. In conducting the

hearing, the adninistrative |law judge shall review the trial

and appellate record of the crininal cases against the

claimants, the record of the | egislative proceedi ngs, and the

Cabi net pardon proceedi ngs and shall report on the fundanental

fairness thereof. The Departnent of Legal Affairs is directed

to provide representation for the State of Florida.

Section 2. If the administrative | aw judge deternines

that a basis for equitable relief exists, the adm nistrative

| aw judge is authorized to award clainants Freddie Lee Pitts
and Wl bert Lee the anobunt of $350, 000 each. The determ nation
of the administrative |aw judge shall be reported to the

President of the Florida Senate and the Speaker of the Florida

House of Representatives no |ater than Novenber 1, 1998. The

Conptroller is authorized to draw a warrant in satisfaction of

the relief awarded by the adninistrative |aw judge as provi ded

inthis act, and the State Treasurer is directed to pay the

sane out of funds appropriated in section 3 of this act.
Section 3. The anount of $875,000 is hereby
appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund in the State

Treasury to fund any anpunts awarded to Freddie Lee Pitts and

W bert Lee pursuant to this act, including anounts awar ded

pursuant to section 4 of this act.
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Section 4. 1In addition to any funds awarded to

claimants, if the clainants are deternined to be prevailing

parties, the adninistrative law judge is authorized to award

costs and a reasonable attorney's fee to the claimants in an

anmount not to exceed 25 percent of the conpensation awarded.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

© 00 N o O W DN PP

W NNNNNNMNNNNNRRRRERRRERPR R R
©O © ® N o U N WNERO®OGBW-NOOU DMNOWINLERE O

w
=

3
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




