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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 311
By Representative Snith

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Preservation
2000 Program anendi ng ss. 259.032 and 373. 59,
F.S.; revising provisions which authorize
certain counties to receive paynents in lieu of
taxes fromfunds in the Conservation and
Recreation Lands Trust Fund or Water Managenent
Lands Trust Fund for tax |losses incurred as a
result of acquisitions under the program to
reduce the percentage of tax loss required as a
qgqualification for such paynents; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (12)
of section 259.032, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, are
amended to read:

259. 032 Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund;
pur pose. - -

(12)(a) Beginning in fiscal year 1994-1995, not nore
than 3. 75 percent of the Conservation and Recreation Lands
Trust Fund shall be nmade avail able annually to the departnent
for paynent in lieu of taxes to qualifying counties, cities,
and | ocal governnents as defined in paragraph (b) for actua
tax losses incurred as a result of board of trustees
acqui sitions for state agencies under the Florida Preservation
2000 Program during any year. Reserved funds not used for
payrments in |lieu of taxes in any year shall revert to the fund
to be used for land acquisition in accordance with the
provi sions of this section.
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1 (b) Paynent in lieu of taxes shall be avail abl e:

2 1. To counties which levy an ad valoremtax of at

3| least 9 mills or the anount of the tax loss fromall conpleted
4 | Preservation 2000 acquisitions in the county exceeds 0.005

5| 6-6% percent of the county's total taxable value, and have a

6 | popul ati on of 75,000 or |ess and

7 2. To counties with a popul ation of less than 100, 000
8 | which contain all or a portion of an area of critical state

9 | concern designated pursuant to chapter 380 and to | oca

10 | governnents within such counti es.

11

12 | For the purposes of this paragraph, "local governnent"

13 ] includes nmunicipalities, the county school board, nobsquito

14 | control districts, and any other |ocal governnment entity which
15 ]| levies ad valoremtaxes, with the exception of a water

16 | managenent district.

17 (c) Paynent in lieu of taxes shall be available to any
18 | city which has a popul ation of 10,000 or |ess and which | evies
19| an ad valoremtax of at least 9 mills or the anbunt of the tax
20| loss fromall conpleted Preservation 2000 acquisitions in the
21| city exceeds 0.01 percent of the city's total taxable val ue.
22 (d) If insufficient funds are available in any year to
23 | make full paynents to all qualifying counties, cities, and

24 | | ocal governnents, such counties, cities, and |l oca

25 | governnents shall receive a pro rata share of the npbneys

26 | avail abl e.

27 (e) The paynent anount shall be based on the average
28 | anpbunt of actual taxes paid on the property for the 3 years

29 | preceding acquisition. Applications for paynent in |ieu of

30 | taxes shall be made no | ater than January 31 of the year

31| following acquisition. No paynent in |ieu of taxes shall be
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1| made for properties which were exenpt fromad val oremtaxation
2| for the year imediately preceding acquisition. |f property
3 | which was subject to ad val oremtaxation was acquired by a

4| tax-exenpt entity for ultimte conveyance to the state under

5| this chapter, paynent in lieu of taxes shall be nade for such
6 | property based upon the average anount of taxes paid on the

7| property for the 3 years prior to its being renpbved fromthe
8| tax rolls. The departnent shall certify to the Departnent of

9 | Revenue those properties that may be eligible under this

10 | provision. Paynment in lieu of taxes shall be linited to a

11| total of 10 years of annual paynents.

12 (f) Paynent in lieu of taxes pursuant to this

13 | paragraph shall be nmade annually to qualifying counties,

14 | cities, and local governments after certification by the

15 | Departnent of Revenue that the anounts applied for are

16 | reasonably appropriate, based on the anmount of actual taxes
17 | paid on the eligible property, and after the Departnment of

18 | Environnental Protection has provided supporting docunents to
19 | the Conptroller and has requested that paynent be nade in

20 | accordance with the requirenents of this section

21 (g) |If the board of trustees conveys to a |oca

22 | governnment title to any | and owned by the board, any paynents
23| in lieu of taxes on the land nade to the | ocal governnent

24 | shall be discontinued as of the date of the conveyance.

25 Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (14) of section
26| 373.59, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:
27 373.59 Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund. --

28 (14)(a) Beginning in fiscal year 1992-1993, not nore
29 | than one-fourth of the | and managenent funds provided for in
30 | subsections (1) and (8) in any year shall be reserved annually
31| by a governing board, during the devel opment of its annua
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operating budget, for paynent in lieu of taxes to qualifying
counties for actual ad valoremtax |osses incurred as a result
of lands purchased with funds allocated pursuant to s.
259.101(3)(b). In addition, the Northwest Florida Water
Managenent District, the South Florida Water Managenent
District, the Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent District, the
St. Johns River Water Managenent District, and the Suwannee

Ri ver Water Managenent District shall pay to qualifying
counties paynents in lieu of taxes for district |ands acquired
with funds allocated pursuant to subsection (7). Reserved
funds that are not used for paynent in lieu of taxes in any
year shall revert to the fund to be used for nmanagenent
purposes or |and acquisition in accordance with this section

(b) Paynent in lieu of taxes shall be available to
counties for each year in which the levy of ad valoremtax is
at least 9 mills or the anobunt of the tax loss from al
conpl eted Preservation 2000 acquisitions in the county exceeds
0. 005 6-6% percent of the county's total taxable value, and
the population is 75,000 or less and to counties with a
popul ation of |ess than 100,000 which contain all or a portion
of an area of critical state concern designated pursuant to
chapt er 380.

(c) If insufficient funds are available in any year to
make full paynents to all qualifying counties, such counties
shal|l receive a pro rata share of the nopbneys avail abl e.

(d) The paynent anount shall be based on the average
anount of actual taxes paid on the property for the 3 years
i medi ately preceding acquisition. For |ands purchased prior
to July 1, 1992, applications for paynent in lieu of taxes
shall be made to the districts by January 1, 1993. For |ands
purchased after July 1, 1992, applications for paynent in |lieu
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of taxes shall be nade no | ater than January 31 of the year
following acquisition. No paynent in |ieu of taxes shall be
made for properties which were exenpt fromad val oremtaxation
for the year i medi ately preceding acquisition. Paynent in
lieu of taxes shall be limted to a period of 10 consecutive
years of annual paynents.

(e) Paynent in lieu of taxes shall be nmade within 30
days after: certification by the Departnent of Revenue that
the anobunts applied for are appropriate, certification by the
Departnent of Environnental Protection that funds are
avail abl e, and conpletion of any fund transfers to the
di strict. The governing board may reduce the amount of a
payrment in lieu of taxes to any county by the anount of other
payments, grants, or in-kind services provided to that county
by the district during the year. The anount of any reduction
in paynents shall remain in the Water Managenent Lands Trust
Fund for purposes provided by | aw.

(f) If a district governing board conveys to a | oca
governnment title to any | and owned by the board, any paynents
inlieu of taxes on the land nade to the | ocal governnent
shal | be discontinued as of the date of the conveyance.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions which authorize certain counties to
receive Paynents in lieu of taxes fromfunds in the
Conservati on and Recreation Lands Trust Fund or Water
Managenment Lands Trust Fund for tax | osses incurred as a
result of acquisitions under the Florida Preservation
2000 Program to reduce the percentage of tax |oss
required as a qualification for such paynents.
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