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By Representative Mirnan

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the privatization of foster
3 care and rel ated services; anending s.

4 409. 1671, F.S.; providing legislative intent;

5 defining the terns "privatize" and "rel ated

6 services"; requiring the Departnent of Children
7 and Famly Services to develop a plan to

8 acconplish statewide privatization within a

9 specified tinme period and to subnmit the plan to
10 the Governor and to designated |egislative

11 officials by a specified date; requiring the

12 departnment to state whether and why

13 privatization is infeasible in a particul ar

14 district and how the departnment will address

15 the obstacles to its feasibility; providing

16 requirenents for and restrictions upon fundi ng
17 for privatization; providing for a node

18 programto be initiated in a specified

19 district; requiring the departnent to contract
20 with the sheriffs in that district for the

21 provi sion of protective investigative services;
22 providing for funding; providing an effective
23 dat e.

24

25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26

27 Section 1. Subsections (1) and (5) and paragraph (a)
28 | of subsection (3) of section 409.1671, Florida Statutes, are
29 | anended to read:

30 409. 1671 Foster care and rel ated servi ces;

31| privatization. --
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1 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that to

2 | encourage the Departnent of Children and Family Services

3| privatize the provision of te—eonrtract—w-th——conpetent

4 | commuhtty-—based—agencies—to—provide foster care and rel ated
5| services statewide. As used in this section, the term

6 |"privatize" neans to contract with conpetent, community-based
7 | agenci es. The departnent shall develop a strategic plan to

8 | acconplish privatization statew de over a 3-year period,

9| beginning July 1, 1999. This plan is to be submtted by

10 | January 1, 1999, to the President of the Senate, the Speaker
11| of the House of Representatives, the Governor, and the

12| Mnority |l eaders of both houses. Byprivatizing—these

13 | serviees,—the—support—antd—commi-trent—of—communi-ties—to—the
14 | reuntfiecation—offamties—and—care—of chitdren—and—thei+

15 | famtes—wH—be—strengthened—and—effHeciencies—as—weH—as
16 | inereased—accountabiH-ty—wH—be—gained—As used in this

17 | section, the term"rel ated FThese servi ces" neans may—+netude
18 | fanm |y preservation, independent |iving, energency shelter

19 | residential group care, foster care, therapeutic foster care,
20 | intensive residential treatnent, postadjudication |ega
21 | services, foster care supervision, postadjudication case
22 | managenent, postplacenent supervision, pernmanent foster care,
23| famly reunification, the filing of a petition for the
24 | termination of parental rights, and adoption. Wth respect to
25| any district in which privatization is not feasibhle for
26 | econom ¢ or other reasons, the departnent nust clearly state
271 in its strategic plan the reasons for the lack of feasibility
28 | and the efforts that the departnent will undertake to
29 | renedi ate the obstacl es.
30 (3)(a) The departnent shall establish a quality
31| assurance programfor the privatization of services. The
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gual ity assurance program nust not be funded from noneys that
the departnment currently uses to fund iretude—standards—for

each—speci-HHec—conponent—of these services. This program nust

be devel oped at a statewide |level and nmay not be replicated in

each of the departnental districts. The departnent, in

consultation with the conmunity-based agencies that are

undertaki ng the privatized projects,shall establish nininum

t hreshol ds for each conponent. Each program operated under
putstant—to contract with a community-based agency nust be

eval uated annual ly by the departnent er—by—an—-objective
. s L I I I I
- ey ¥ I I .
et w . . it
prvatization—of—serviees—The departnent shall subnit an

annual report regarding quality performance, outcone neasure
attai nment, and cost efficiency to the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
Mnority | eader of each house of the Legislature, and the
CGovernor no later than January 31 of each year for each
project in operation during the preceding fiscal year;
begianing—A—1998. The quality assurance program nust be
funded t hrough adm ni strative savings generated by this act.
(5)(a) In fiscal year 1998-1999, the Departnent of
Children and Family Services shall privatize all foster care

and related services in district 5.Begrantng—+nr—Tiscat—year

199619974 —thebepartrnent—ef—Chitdren—andfFamty—Services
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The provider or providers of the district-5 these+ode

prograns may be selected froma single source pursuant to s.

287.057(3)(c) and nust be an established, conmmunity-based
organi zation or organizations within the state dstriet—or
subdai-str+et. Contracts with organi zations responsible for the
nodel progranms nust shatH- incl ude the managenent and

admnistration of all privatized services specified in
subsection (1), except for funds necessary to nmanage the
contract. If the comunity-based organi zation selected for a
nodel program under this subsection is not a Medicaid
provider, the organization shall be issued a Medicaid provider
nunber pursuant to s. 409.907 for the provision of services
currently authorized under the state Medicaid plan to those
chil dren enconpassed in this nodel and in a manner not to
exceed the current level of state expenditure. Each district
and subdistrict that participates in the nodel programeffort
or any future privatization effort as described in this
section nmust thoroughly analyze and report the conpl ete direct
and indirect costs of delivering these services through the
departnment and the full cost of privatization, including the
cost of nmonitoring and eval uating the contracted services.

(b) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

shall contract with the sheriffs of Pinellas County and Pasco

County, in district 5, for the provision of all protective

i nvestigative services. Each individual who provides these

servi ces under the contract nust conplete the training

provided to and required of protective investigators enpl oyed

by the departnent. The sheriff's offices in Pinellas County

and Pasco County are to be responsible for the initial calls
4
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and for any subsequent investigations related to all child

abuse reports in their respective counties. The Departnent of

Children and Family Services shall transfer all funding for

the investigative responsibilities in each of those counti es,

including all investigative, supervisory, and clerica

positions, to the respective sheriff. Each sheriff may require

all enployees of the sheriff's office who provide protective

i nvestigative services to neet the enpl oynent standards of the

sheriff's office. The state will continue to provide fundi ng

for the special child-abuse investigation units. The

bookkeepi ng for these units nust be kept separate fromthe

rest of the sheriffs' budgets. County funding may not be used

for the operation of the chil d-abuse investigation units, nor

may any funds for the child-abuse investigation units be

integrated into the sheriffs' regular budgets.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides for the privatization of foster care and rel ated
services. Provides |egislative intent. Defines the terns
"privatize" and "rel ated services." Requires the
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services to develop a
Blan to acconplish statew de privatization by JUIY 1,
002, and to submt the plan to the Governor and to
desi gnat ed Ieglslatlve officials by January 1, 1999.
Requires the departnent to state et her and th ]
ﬂrlvatlzatlon is infeasible in a particular disftrict and
how t he departnent intends to address the obstacles to
its feasibility. Provides requirenents for and ]
restrictions upon funding for privatization. Provides for
a nmodel programto be initiated in district 5, in fisca
ear 1998-1999. Requires the departnent to contract with
he sheriffs in district 5 for the praovision of al
rotective investigative services, and provi des for

undi ng.
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