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ENROLLED
1998 Legislature HB 3231

An act relating to rural hospitals; anending
ss. 395.602 and 408.07, F.S.; revising a
definition; requiring a study; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
395.602, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

395.602 Rural hospitals.--

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this part:

(e) "Rural hospital" neans an acute care hospita
|icensed under this chapter, having wttr 85 or fewer |icensed
beds and er—tess—whi-eh—has an energency room anrd—+s | ocat ed
in an area defined as rural by the United States Census, and
whi ch is:

1. The sole provider within a county with a popul ation
density of no greater than 100 persons per square nile; or

2. An acute care hospital, in a county with a
popul ation density of no greater than 100 persons per square
mle, whichis at least 30 nminutes of travel time, on nornmally
travel ed roads under normal traffic conditions, fromany other
acute care hospital within the sane county; or

3. A hospital supported by a tax district or
subdi strict whose boundari es enconpass a popul ati on of 100
persons or fewer tess per square mle.

Popul ati on densities used in this paragraph nust be based upon

the nost recently conpleted United States census.
Section 2. Subsection (47) of section 408.07, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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408.07 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, with the
exception of ss. 408.031-408.045, the term

(47) "Rural hospital" neans an acute care hospita
| i censed under chapter 395, having wth 85 or fewer |icensed
beds and er—fewer-—whieh—Has an emergency room anrd—+s | ocat ed
in an area defined as rural by the United States Census, and
whi ch is:

(a) The sole provider within a county with a
popul ation density of no greater than 100 persons per square
mile;

(b) An acute care hospital, in a county with a
popul ation density of no greater than 100 persons per square
mle, whichis at least 30 ninutes of travel tinme, on nornmally
travel ed roads under normal traffic conditions, from another
acute care hospital within the sanme county; or

(c) A hospital supported by a tax district or
subdi strict whose boundari es enconpass a popul ati on of 100
persons or fewer tess per square mle.
Popul ati on densities used in this subsection nust be based

upon the nost recently conpleted United States census.

Section 3. The Agency for Health Care Adninistration

is directed to evaluate, in consultation with the Departnent

of Health and representatives of the hospital industry, the

adequacy of the statutory definition of "rural hospital" as
defined in ss. 395.602 and 408.07, Florida Statutes. In its
anal ysi s the agency nay consi der econom ¢ and denographic

factors, federal rules and regul ations, health pl anni ng

principles, and the potential inpact of alternative

definitions on the communities that contain rural hospitals as

currently defined. The agency shall subnit its findings and

reconmendations to the Governor, the Speaker of the House of
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Representatives, and the President of the Senate no | ater than
Decenber 31, 1999.
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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