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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 331
By Representative Brooks

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; authorizing a
schol arshi p program for hi gh school students
graduating at the end of the el eventh grade;
providing additional eligibility requirenents;
providing for allocation of a portion of funds
to high schools and school districts; providing
for transnission of funds to state comunity
col |l eges and universities; authorizing adoption
of rules; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Scholarship programfor early high schoo

graduat es. - -

(1) (a) For the purpose of recognizing and rewardi ng

out st andi ng perfornance and acadeni c achi evenent on the part

of public school students and the high schools fromwhich they

graduat e, the Conmi ssioner of Education may annually award to

up to 5 percent of the qualified high school population a ful

scholarship to any state community college or a schol arship

for tuition and materials at any state university. To qualify

for such award, a student shall

1. Gaduate fromhigh school by the end of the

el eventh grade.

2. Gaduate with a 3.2 grade point average, on a 4.0

scal e, in courses which neet the entrance requirenents to

state universities.
3. Attain a score of 26 or higher on the Enhanced ACT
or a conposite score of 1180 or higher on the SAT 1.
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(b) Any student who is hearing inpaired, visually

i mpai red, or dyslexic or who has a specific | earning

disability shall be eligible for reasonabl e substitution for

any requirenment of this schol arshi p program where

docunentati on can be provided that the student's failure to

neet the requirenent is related to the disability.

(2) Any student who neets the requirenents for the

Fl orida Acadenic Scholars' Certificate Programshall receive

all recognition and rewards of such programin addition to

awar ds provided pursuant to this section

(3) A dollar anmobunt equal to 15 percent of the base

student allocati on which a student would have received if such

student had renmined in high school shall be all ocated

directly to the school fromwhich the student graduates,

provided that such student utilizes the award granted pursuant

to this section.
(4) Each school district which has a high schoo
student participating in the scholarship programof this

section shall receive 10 percent of the base student

al l ocati on whi ch such student woul d have received if he or she

had renmained in school, if the school district provides the

following information to the comi ssi oner

(a) A description of the changes made in the

curriculumofferings in mddle school which allow sel ected

students to take high school courses for credit.

(b) A description of the changes made in the

curriculumofferings in high school which allow sel ected

students to progress at a faster rate and graduate by the end

of the el eventh grade.
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1 (c) A description of other changes nmade in the schoo

2| district which allow students to progress through school at a

3| faster pace.

4 (5) The full schol arship value for each participating

5| student shall be transnmitted to the state conmunity col |l ege or

6 | university.

7 (6) The State Board of Education is authorized to

8 | adopt rul es necessary for the inplenentation and

9| adm nistration of the provisions of this section.

10 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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14 . . .
Aut hori zes the Conmi ssioner of Education to annually

15 award schol arships to students who graduate from hi gh
school by the end of the el eventh grade and neet ceftain

16 ot her academ c requirenents..  Provides for allocation to
t he high school and school district of a portion of the

17 public”schoal funding such a student would have received
I f such student had remained in high school. Provides

18 for transm ssion of scholarship funds to a selected state

19 community coll ege or university.
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