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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3405
By Representative Andrews

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to school district inprovenent;
anending s. 229.0535, F.S.; clarifying State
Board of Education authority to enforce school
and school district inprovenent; providing
| egislative intent that the State Board of
Education and the school district work in
partnership to achi eve inprovenment; requiring
consultation with the superintendent; expanding
the authority of the state board to intervene
in the operation of a district school system
under described circunstances; providing for
reconmended actions and sanctions; requiring
the state board to nake specified
reconmendations; authorizing the State Board of
Education to assune control of a school
di strict under certain circunstances; anending
s. 230.23, F.S., to conform providing an
effective date and a contingent effective date.

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that, while the
day-to-day operations of the public schools and schoo
districts generally are best handled at the |ocal |evel,
neverthel ess the provision of a public education to Florida's
students is a core state function, and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature to protect
the core state function of providing a public education to
Florida's students by authorizing the State Board of Education
to provide enhanced supervision of the school boards
operations of the public schools and school districts on a
short-termbasis in crisis circunstances, NON THEREFORE
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 229.0535, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229.0535 Authority to enforce school and schoo
district inprovenent.--1t is the intent of the Legislature
that all public schools and public school districts be held

accountabl e for operating properly and appropriately and

achi evi ng ensurng—that—students—performat acceptable | evels

of student performance. A system of school inprovenent and

accountability that assesses student perfornance by school and
by school district, identifies schools and school districts

not providi ng adequate progress for students or failing to

operate properly and appropriately due to severe financial or

legal crisis, and institutes appropriate neasures for

enforcing i nprovenent is shatH—be the responsibility of the
State Board of Education. It is also the intent of the

Legi sl ature that the success of the system of school and

school district accountability established by this section

requires the State Board of Education and the school district

to work in partnership to achi eve the necessary inprovenent.

The Conm ssi oner of Education shall consult with the

superintendent regarding the potential identification of the

school district as |low perforning and provide the

superintendent an opportunity to present nitigating factors

i ncl udi ng uni que characteristics of the district.
(1) Pursuant to Art. | X of the State Constitution
prescribing the duty of the State Board of Education to

supervise Florida's public school system and notw thstandi ng
any other statutory provisions to the contrary, the State
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Board of Education nay shaH—have—the—authortty—to intervene

in the operation of a district school system when:

(a) iA—eases—where One or nore schools in the a schoo
district have failed to nake adequate progress for 3
consecutive school years; or

(b) Twenty percent or nore of the students in the

school district drop out of school before graduation

(2) The state board nay determine that:
(a) Any the school dist+riet—andior—sehool has not

taken steps sufficient to i nprove service to enstre—that

students in the school in question;
(b) Any school district has not taken steps sufficient

to inprove service to students in | ow performng schools in

the district; or

(c) Any school district has not taken steps sufficient

to i nmprove service to students throughout the school district
pursuant to paragraph (1) (b)are—weH—served.

Consi deri ng reconmendati ons of the Comm ssioner of Education
the state board may ts—authertzed—te reconmend action to a
di strict school board that—s intended to achi eve enstre

i mproved educational services to students in the

| ow- perforning schools in question or throughout the

| ow perfornming school district. Recommendations for actions to

be taken in the | ow perform ng schools in question or

t hroughout the | ow perform ng school district shall be nade

only after thorough consideration of the unique
characteristics of the a school or school district, as
applicabl e, which may shaH—alse include student nmobility
rates and the nunber and type of exceptional students enrolled

in the school or school district, as applicable, the
3
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t eacher-to-student ratio in each classroom and the nunber of

avai |l abl e textbooks and other instructional materials per

student. The state board shall adopt,by rule, a

reconmendat i on steps—to—foetHowi+n—thts process, including
saf eguards for public school s and—Sueh—steps—shatH—ensure

that school districts to have sufficient tinme to inprove
student perfornmance as well as rna—sechoolts—and—have—thad the
opportunity to present evidence of assistance and

interventions that the school board has inpl enent ed.

(3) 2y The state board may ts—speetfiecatty—authorized
to recommend one or nore of the followi ng actions to schoo
boards to i nprove service by the public school systemto
efAstre—that students in | ow perform ng schools or

| ow perform ng school districts are—weH—served—by—the—pub—¢
sehool—system

(a) Provide additional resources, change certain

practices, and provide additional assistance if the state
board deternines the causes of inadequate progress to be
related to school district policy or practice.:

(b) Inplenent a plan that satisfactorily resolves the
education equity problens in the school or school district.+

(c) Contract for the educational services of the
school or school district, or reorganize the school or any

nunber of schools as necessary within a | ow perforn ng schoo

district,at the end of the school year under a new

admi ni strati on prinaetpat—whe—+s authorized to hire new staff

and i npl enent a plan that addresses the causes of inadequate

progress.
(d) Allow parents of students in a | ow perforn ng the

school to send their children to another district school of
their choice, if appropriate.;—ofr
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(e) Oher action as deenmed appropriate to i nprove the
| ow perform ng school's or | ow perform ng school district's

per f or nance.
(4)(a) The state board may recommend any appropriate

action for a school district that is a | ow perform ng schoo

district.
(b) The state board shall reconmend to the Legislature

by January 1, 1999, criteria and procedures for tinely

i dentifying and addressing a district school system as | ow

perforning based on failure to operate properly and

appropriately due to severe financial or legal crisis.

(5) 3y In recommendi ng actions to school boards, the
State Board of Education shall specify the length of tine
available to inpl enent the recommended action. The state
board nay adopt rules to further specify howit nmay respond in
specific circunstances. No action taken by the state board
shall relieve a school or school district fromstate

accountability requirenents.

(6) t4) The State Board of Education may is—atthorized
te require the Departnent of Education or Conptroller to
wi thhold any transfer of state funds to the school district
if, within the tinmefrane specified in state board action, the
school district has failed to conply with the sad action
ordered to inprove | ow perform ng schools or the
| ow perform ng school district. Wthhol ding the transfer of

funds shall occur only after all other recommended actions for
school or school district inprovenent have failed to inprove

the performance of the school or school district. The State

Board of Education nay invoke the sanme penalty to any school

board that fails to develop and inplenent a plan for

assi stance and intervention for |ow perform ng schools or the
5
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1| lowperfornming school district as specified in s.

2| 230.23(16)(c).

3 (7) The State Board of Education may assune control of
4| the operation and supervision of all public schools in a

5] school district that does not satisfactorily i nprove school or
6 | school district |ow performance pursuant to the provisions of
7| this section. In assuning control of a school district, the

8 | state board may renove the superintendent of schools, divest

9| the school board of its authority, and appoint a chief

10 | executive officer and a board to oversee the operation of the
11 | school district.

12 Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (16) of section
13| 230.23, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

14 230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
15| board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and

16 | performall duties |listed bel ow

17 (16) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND

18 | ACCOUNTABI LI TY.--Maintain a system of school inprovenent and
19 | education accountability as provided by statute and State
20 | Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
21 | education accountability shall be consistent with, and
22 | inpl enented through, the district's continuing system of
23 | pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.
24 | 229.555 and 237.041. This system of school inprovenent and
25 | education accountability shall include, but not be limted to,
26 | the follow ng
27 (c) Assistance and intervention.--Develop a 3-year
28 | plan of increasing individualized assistance and intervention
29 | for each school and school district that does not nmeet or nake
30 | adequat e progress, based upon the recomendati ons of the
31 | commi ssion, as defined pursuant to statute and State Board of
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Education rule, toward neeting the goals and standards of its
approved school inmprovenent plan

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
year in which enacted, except that s. 229.0535(7), Florida
Statutes, as created by this act, shall take effect only if an
amendnent to the State Constitution that authorizes, or
renoves i npedi nent to, enactnent by the Legislature of the
provi sions of such subsection is approved by the electors at
the general election to be held in Novenber 1998. |If such
anmendnent is approved, such subsection shall take effect on
the effective date of that anmendnent.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to the enforcenent of schoo
|nProvenent in the district school system Expands ]
authority of the State Board of Education to intervene in
the operation of _a district school systemunder certain
circunstances. Requires the Conmm ssioner of Education to
consult with school suPerlntendents regardi ng | ow
erformance, Provides for recommended actionS for a
om#perfornln? school district. Requires the State Board
of Education to _nake specified reconmrendations.
Aut hori zes the State Board of Education to assune contro
of a school district under certain circunstances.
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