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By Representative Posey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to arthropod control

3 establishing a study commi ssion for the purpose

4 of investigating problens associated with, and

5 the feasibility of eradication of, the

6 arthropod di ptera bi bi oni bae plecia neartica;

7 provi di ng nenbership of the study conmm ssion

8 providing terns of conm ssion nenbers;

9 requiring the Departnent of Agriculture and

10 Consuner Services to provide assistance

11 facilities, and staff to the study conm ssion

12 providing for recomendati ons of the study

13 conmi ssion; providing for a report; providing

14 an effective date.

15

16 VHEREAS, section 388.011, Florida Statutes, defines the
17 | term "arthropod" as "those insects of public health or

18 | nui sance inportance, including all nbsquitoes, mdges, sand
19| flies, dog flies, yellow flies, and house flies," and
20 WHEREAS, it is the public policy of the state "to
21 | achieve and maintain such | evels of arthropod control as wll
22 | protect human health and safety and foster the quality of life
23| of the people, pronote the econom ¢ devel opnent of the state,
24| and facilitate the enjoynent of its natural attractions by
25 | reduci ng the nunber of pestiferous and di sease-carrying
26 | arthropods, " and
27 WHEREAS, citizens traveling the roadways of Florida
28 | have for years been plagued by the small black flies whose
29 | scientific nane is diptera bibionibae plecia neartica, and
30 | which are commonly known and referred to as "l ove bugs," and
31
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WHEREAS, these pestiferous arthropods account for an
untol d anount of cosnetic damage to notor vehicles in this
state every year and, during peak periods of activity,
swarming "l ove bugs" can create hazardous driving situations,
t hus endangering the lives of notorists, and

VWHEREAS, it is to the benefit of the citizens of the
State of Florida and consistent with the declared public
policy of the state that a study conmi ssion be established for
t he purpose of investigating problens associated with, and the
feasibility of eradication of, this public nuisance and danger
to the nmotorists of this state, NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Study conmission to investigate problens

associated with, and feasibility of eradication of, diptera

bi bi oni bae pl eci a neartica; nenbership; terns;

reconmendati ons; report. --

(1) There is hereby created a study conmission for the

pur pose of studying problens associated with, and the

feasibility of eradication of, diptera bibionibae plecia

neartica, which shall be conposed of 21 nenbers to be

appoi nted by the Governor as foll ows:

(a) The Commissioner of Agriculture or the

conm ssi oner's desi gnee.
(b) The State Epidem ol ogi st.
(c) The Secretary of Transportation or the secretary's

desi gnee.
(d) The Director of the Division of Mdtor Vehicles of
the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles or the

di rector's designee.
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1 (e) The Secretary of Environnental Protection or the

2 | secretary's desi gnee.

3 (f) The Health O ficer for Environnental Health of the
4 | Departnent of Health or the health officer's designee.

5 (g) One nenber of the Florida Transportation

6 | Commission within the Departnent of Transportation

7 (h) Three nenbers representing the John A. Mil rennan

8] Sr., Arthropod Research Laboratory of the Florida Agricultura
9 | and Mechani cal University.

10 (i) Three nenbers representing the Florida Medica

11 | Entonol ogy Laboratory of the Institute of Food and

12 | Agricultural Sciences at the University of Florida.

13 (j) Three nenbers representing Florida State

14 | University.

15 (k) Two nenbers of the Florida Msquito Contro

16 | Associ ati on.

17 (1) Two nenbers of the Florida Coordinating Council on
18 | Mosquito Contr ol

19 (m One nenber of the Pesticide Review Council of the
20 | Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services.

21 (2)(a) Menbers of the study conmi ssion shall be

22 | appointed for 2 years. A vacancy shall be filled for the

23 | unexpired portion of the term The nenbers of the conm ssion
24 | shall serve wi thout conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for
25| all necessary expenses in the performance of their duties,

26 | i ncluding travel expenses, in accordance with s. 112.061, F.S.
27 (b) The Governor may renove or suspend a nenber for

28 | cause, including, but not limted to, failure to attend at

29 | least 3 neetings of the commission during any 12-nonth peri od.
30 (c) The study conmi ssion shall be chaired by the

31 | Conmi ssioner of Agriculture or the conmm ssioner's authorized
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1| designee. A majority of the nenbership of the study comn ssion
2 | shall conduct a quorum for the conduct of business. The chair
3| shall be responsible for recording and distributing to the

4 | nenbers a summary of the proceedings of all study conmi ssion
5| neetings. The study conmi ssion shall neet at least five tines
6 | during each year of the study comm ssion's existence, or as

7 | needed.

8 (3) The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

9| Services shall supply such informati on, assistance, and

10| facilities as are deened necessary for the study comission to
11 ) carry out its duties under this section and shall provide such
12 | staff assistance as is necessary for the performance of

13| required clerical and adm nistrative functions of the

14 | conmi ssi on.

15 (4) The study conmi ssion shall anal yze those sol utions
16 | and prograns which could begin to address the state's need for
17 | the elinmnation of the arthropod diptera bibionibae plecia

18 | neartica, including progranms or proposals which provide for

19 (a) Stinulation of public and private cooperative

20| efforts at pernmnent elimnation of the arthropod.

21 (b) Expansion or inprovenent of arthropod contro

22 | neasures and prograns already in existence.

23 (c) Devel opnent of such other solutions and prograns
24 | as the study commi ssi on deens appropriate.

25

26| In performing its analysis, the study comi ssi on shal

27 | consider the extent to which a proposed plan or program

28 | utilizes or incorporates the use of pesticides, bhiologica

29 | control agents, and new or existing source reduction nethods.
30 | The study conmission shall also give consideration to the

31| feasibility and cost of inplenentation of proposed plans or
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1| prograns, as well as any unreasonabl e adverse effects a

2 | proposed plan or program m ght have on the environnent.

3 (5) The study conmi ssion shall distribute its neeting
4| notices to all appropriate state agencies responsi ble for and
5] involved in arthropod control and shall provide m nutes of

6 | study comn ssion neetings to such state agenci es upon request.
7 (6) The study conmi ssion shall review, evaluate, and

8 | make reconmmendati ons regardi ng exi sting and proposed pl ans or
9| prograns ai ned at eradication and control of the arthropod.
10 | The study conmi ssion shall provide these and any ot her

11 | recommendati ons to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
12 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Comi ssioner
13| of Agriculture, the State Epidem ol ogist, the Ofice of

14 | Environnental Health of the Departnent of Health, the

15| Departnent of Transportation, the Departnment of H ghway Safety
16 | and Motor Vehicles, the Departnent of Environnental

17 | Protection, and to public agencies throughout the state

18 | responsible for and involved in arthropod control

19 (7) By July 1, 2000, the study commi ssi on shal
20 | prepare and subnmit to the Governor, the President of the
21| Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a
22 | report detailing its findings and maki ng specific program
23| legislative, and fundi ng reconrendati ons and any ot her
24 | recommendations it deens appropriate.
25 (8) The study conm ssion shall recommend studies to be
26 | included within the research perforned by the John A
27 | Mul rennan, Sr., Arthropod Research Laboratory and the Florida
28 | Medi cal Ent onol ogi cal Laboratory. These recommendati ons shal
29 | be subnmitted to the Conmissioner of Agriculture, the State
30 | Epidemi ol ogist, the director of the John AL Milrennan, Sr.
31| Arthropod Research Laboratory, and the director of the Florida
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1| Medical Entonol ogical Laboratory, in order to assist themin

2 | establishing an appropriate research agenda with respect to

3| the permanent elinination of diptera bibionibae plecia

4 | neartica.

5 (9) The study conmi ssion shall expire on July 1, 2000.

6 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.

7
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9 HOUSE SUMMARY

10 .
Creates a study conmission for the purpose of

11 i nvestigating problens associated wth, and the
feasibi[ity of eradication of, the arthropod diptera

12 bi bi oni bae” pl ecia neartica, comopnly known as "|ove
bugs,” as a public nui sance _and hazard to nptorists on

13 t hé_ hi ghways of the state. Provides for nmembership and
duties of the study conmission, Provides for terns of

14 conm ssi on nmenbers. Requires the Departnent of |
Agricul ture and Consuner Services to provide assistance,

15 facilities, and staff to the study conm ssion. Provides
for recomendati ons of the study commi ssion. Provides for

16 subm ssion_of a report detallln8 the findings of the
studK comm ssion by July 1, 2000. Provides for expiration

17 of the study comm Ssion on July 1, 2000.
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