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HOUSE AMENDMENT
hbd- 21 Bill No. CS/HB 3605
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Fasano offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with directory language and title
amendments)

On page 4, line 4, through page 5, line 31
renove fromthe bill: all of said lines

and insert in lieu thereof:
(7) A public hospital may not approve a bi ndi ng

agreenent to sell, lease, nerge, or consolidate the hospita

at any cl osed neeting of the board. Any such approval nust be

nade at a neeting open to the public and noticed in accordance
with s. 286.011.
(8) The governing board of a public hospital, in

devel oping a strategic plan that may result in a substanti al

reduction or termnation of a health service, nmay conduct

studi es and engage in other fact-finding activities and nmay

di scuss such studies and fact-finding reports, as provided in

subsection (4). However, prior to the governing board adopting

any proposal that would result in the termnation or a

substantial reduction of a health service that is not
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avail able fromany other provider within 30-mnutes driving

time, the governing board nust present all proposal s under

consideration relating to the health service to the public at

a public neeting noticed and conducted in accordance with

chapter 286. The public may coment on all proposed

alternatives. The governi ng board may not adopt any proposa

ot her than a proposal or any conbi nati on of proposals

presented to the public as required under this subsection

(9) |If the governing board of the entity that owns the

hospital or other health care facility closes a portion of any

board neeting pursuant to subsection (4), then, prior to

placing the strategic plan or any discrete conponent of the

strategic plan into operations, the governing board nust

noti ce and conduct a neeting in accordance with s. 286.011

The notice of such neeting shall be given not |ess than 15

days in advance of the neeting and shall specify that the

i npl erentation of all or a part of a strategic plan will be

di scussed at the neeting. The witten materials which are

furnished to the board in preparation for the noticed neeting

whi ch descri be or support the proposed actions of the board

will be furnished to any nenber of the public, upon request,

at |least 7 days prior to the neeting.

Section 1. (1) The Legislature finds that it is a

public necessity that portions of a public hospital's

gover ni ng board neetings be cl osed when strategic plans that

are exenpt fromthe Public Records Law are di scussed. |f such

neetings are not closed, information contained in confidential

strategic plans woul d be reveal ed. The di scl osure of any such

confidential plans would make it exceptionally difficult, if

not inpossible, for a public hospital to effectively conpete

in the market pl ace against private hospitals, whose records
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and neetings are not required to be open to the public.

(2) It is also a public necessity that any records

generated at closed public hospital board neetings, such as

tape recordings, notes, and ninutes, nenorializing the

di scussi ons regardi ng such confidential strategic plans,

i ncludi ng nmarketing plans, also be held confidential for a

limted tine as provided; otherw se, confidential proprietary

and trade secret infornation would becone public and inpair a

public hospital's ability to effectively and efficiently

conpete in the marketpl ace

(3) The necessity for the strategic planni ng exenption

frompublic records and public neeting laws is critical to the

survival of Florida's public hospital delivery system which

is often the last safety net for our | ess advantaged citizens

and visitors. Disclosure of information contained in a

strategic plan, as defined in this act, would place a public

hospital at a conpetitive di sadvantage with respect to its

privately owned conpetitors and could all ow those conpetitors

to disrupt the inplenentation of any strategic plan or

nmar keti ng pl an.

== DI RECTORY LANGUAGE AMENDMENT ==
And the directory | anguage is anended as foll ows:

On page 1, line 22,
renove: all of said line

and insert in lieu thereof: subsection (10), and new
subsections (6), (7), (8), and (9) are added to
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=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 1, line 10, after the sem col on

i nsert:
prohi biting public hospitals fromtaking
certain specified actions at closed neetings;
aut hori zi ng the governing board of a public
hospital to study issues relating to reduction
or termination of a health service; requiring a
public neeting for presentation of proposals;
providing for public comment; restricting
gover ni ng board adoption to proposals
pr esent ed;
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