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HB 367, Fourth Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; creating the
"Fl orida Maxi mum Cl ass Size Study Act";
requiring school districts to reduce the
t eacher-to-student ratio in certain schools;
requiring the Departnent of Education to
conduct a study of the efficacy of class size
reductions; providing |egislative goals;
anending s. 233.0612, F.S.; encouragi ng schoo
boards to install character-devel opnent
prograns in elenentary schools; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) This section may be cited as the
"Fl orida Maxi mum Cl ass Size Study Act."

(2) During school year 1998-1999, each school district
usi ng funds provided in the 1998-1999 CGeneral Appropriations

Act for the purpose of class size reduction shall, in at |east

one el enentary school, reduce the teacher-to-student ratio to

one full-tine equivalent teacher to 20 students in

ki ndergarten through grade three. In any district where there

is acritically lowperformng elenentary school as identified

by the Commi ssi oner of Education, such school shall be

selected for inclusion in the programunder this subsection in

preference to any other school in the district, and the ratio

to be achieved in such schools shall be one full-tine

equi val ent teacher to 15 students. In the case of a district

with nore than one el enentary school identified by the
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conm ssioner as critically lowperfornmng, the selection of a

school shall be perforned by the district school board by |ot.
(3) At the conclusion of the 1998-1999 school year
t he Departnent of Education shall conduct a conpl ete study of

the efficacy of the reductions in class size provided for in

subsection (2). The study shall involve all participating

school s and shall be focused on obtaining verifiable data

regardi ng the benefits of class size reduction in ternms of

student achi evenent and performance. Results of the study

shall be presented to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

mnority | eader of each house not later than January 1, 2000.
(4) Beginning with school year 1998-1999, it shall be
the goal of the Legislature and each school district that each

el ementary school in the school district beginning with

ki ndergarten through grade three class sizes not exceed 20

students, with a ratio of one full-tine equival ent teacher per

20 students; except that only in the case of critically

| ow performng schools as identified by the Comm ssi oner of

Education, the goal in kindergarten through grade three shal

be a ratio of one full-tine equival ent teacher per 15

students. For purposes of any funding in the Genera

Appropriations Act to neet these goals, the district shal

give priority to identified critically | ow perforning school s

in the district. Second priority for the use of any funds

desi gnated for neeting these goals shall be for kindergarten

t hrough grade one. Third priority for the use of any funds

desi gnated for neeting these goals shall be for grades two and

t hr ee.
Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 233.0612, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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1 233. 0612 Authorized instruction.--Each school district
2| may provide students with prograns and instruction at the
3| appropriate grade levels in areas including, but not linted
4]1to, the follow ng:
5 (1) Character devel opment and | aw education. Each
6 | school board shall be encouraged to install in the elenentary
7 | schools of the district a programin character devel opnent
8| which is the sanme as or sinmilar to the Character Counts or
9| Character First! Education Series. The prograns nust be

10| secular in nature and stress such character qualities as

11| attentiveness, patience, and initiative.

12 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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