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By Representatives Tanargo, Littlefield, Crist | es,
Bradlgy, 8u|p, Byr d, vallace9 MTIler, Safley and Nhr%gn

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Hillsborough County

3 Public Transportati on Commi ssi on; anendi ng

4 chapter 94-408, Laws of Florida, as anended;

5 addi ng mandat ory conponents of perfornance

6 audits; clarifying requirenents for contracting

7 for performance audits; providing an effective

8 dat e.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 94-408, Laws of

13| Florida, as anmended by section 1 of chapter 96-515, Laws of
14| Florida, is anended to read:

15 Section 1. The Hillsborough County Public

16 | Transportati on Conm ssion, ("the Conmission") as created by
17 | chapter 83-423, Laws of Florida, as amended, is shal+—be

18 | subject to a performance audit every 4 years, with the first
19 | such audit to be conpleted by April 30, 1998, as foll ows:
20 (1) For purposes of this act, the performance audit,
21 | which shall be conducted in accordance w th Government
22 | Auditing Standards as pronul gated by the United States
23 | Conptroller General, shall contain the follow ng conponents:
24 (a) An appraisal of managenent perfornmance, including
25| the effectiveness of adnministration and the efficiency and
26 | adequacy of the programthe entity is authorized by lawto
27 | perform
28 (b) An assessnent of adherence to general and speci al
29 | law and any rul es promnul gated t hereunder
30
31
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(c) Recommendations for changes required in general or
special law which, if enacted, would enhance the efficiency
and effectiveness of the program

(d) An exami nation and evaluation of alternative
net hods of providi ng program services or products nore
efficiently and effectively;

(e) The adequacy of operating controls and operating
pr ocedur es;

(f) An assessnent of relations with enpl oyees and the
public generally; and

(g) An assessnent of financial inpact, if any, of any

of the recomendations contained in the final audit report;

(h) An assessnent of progress nade on the nbst recent

previous performance audit reconmendations, if any; and

(i) gy A copy of the response received pursuant to
subpar agraph (3)(b) 3.

(2) The audit may not be perforned by any agency of
state or local governnment, with the exception of the Auditor
Ceneral of the State of Florida as provided by general |aw.
However, nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit
other audits authorized by |aw.

(3)(a) In contracting for the audit, the governing
board of the Conmmi ssion shall utilize standard procedures for
any public body when contracting for professional services,
including, but not limted to:

1. Public notice which nust include a genera

description of the audit and nust indicate how interested

firns or individuals can apply for consideration, including a

requi rement that any such applicant nust provide a statenent
of qualifications and perfornmance dat a; anneurcerent—ifa—a
e I . o e .
2
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1 | regquired—to—bepurechaset—agenerat—deseription—of—the—audi-t+
2 | ant—an—indication—of—howinterestedparties—ray—appty—for

3 | eonsideration—

4 2. Adoption of procedures for the eval uation of

5| professional auditing services, including, but not limted to,
6 | capabilities; adequacy ant—abitity of professional personnel

7 | past record; audit and other experience of the firmor

8 | responsible individual, including a statement that such firm
9] or individual has net the required continuing professiona

10 | educational requirenents as prescribed by the Florida

11 | Departnent of Busi ness and Professional Regul ati on, Board of
12 | Accountancy; results of its nost recent external quality

13 | control review, basis—for—fees—abirttytoreet—tine

14 | regui+renrents-and such ot her factors as—+way—be determ ned by
15 | t he HitHtsberough—County—PubHec—TFransportation Conm ssion to be
16 | applicable to its particular requirenents; and

17 3. Making a finding that the firmor individual to be
18 | enployed is fully qualified pursuant to the | aw and adopt ed
19 | eval uati on procedures.

20 (b) The contract shall be evidenced by a witten

21 | docunent enbodying all provisions and conditions of the

22 | procurenent of such services, which shall include, but shal

23| not be limted to:

24 1. A provision that bills for fees or other

25 | conpensation for services or expenses be submitted in detai

26 | with supporting docunentation sufficient for a proper preaudit
27 | and postaudit thereof;

28 2. Aprovision that bills for any travel and per diem
29 | expenses be submitted in accordance with s. 112.061, Florida
30| Statutes;

31
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3. A provision that, at the conclusion of the audit,
the entity conducting the audit shall discuss the audit with
the chai rman of the Conmi ssion and submit to that person
prelimnary audit findings, including relevant supporting
docunentation, if requested which+waybe—inctuded—in—the—fnal
atth-t—+eport. |If the chairman is not available for receipt of
the audit findings, with any adverse findings clearly

desi gnated as such, then delivery thereof is presuned to be
made when it is delivered to the Conmi ssion's executive
office. The chairnman shall subnmit to the entity conducting
the audit, within 60 days of receipt of the prelininary
findings, his witten response concerning all such findings,

i ncluding corrective action to be taken to preclude a
recurrence of any adverse findings. Thereafter, a final audit
report shall be issued which shall include the chairnman's
response and any rebuttal thereto by the entity conducting the
audi t ;

4. A provision that those workpapers necessary to
support the conclusions in the final audit report shall be
retained by the entity conducting the audit for a period of 2
years following delivery of the final audit and shall be nade
avail able to the Comi ssion upon a vote of the ngjority of the
governi ng board of the Conmm ssion. The audit report, when
final, shall be retained by the Conmi ssion pursuant to chapter
119, Florida Statutes; and

5. A provision that, upon conpletion of the audit,
sufficient copies shall be filed with the Ofice of the
Hi | | sborough County Legislative Delegation for distribution to
nmenbers of the del egation and that sufficient copies be
provided to the Conmmi ssion to neet anticipated public denmand
for copies of such audit.
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1 (4) Funds shall be appropriated by the H-Hsboeroeugh
2 | County—PubHec—Transpoertatioen Conm ssion for paynent of costs
3| incurred in connection with such audit.

4 Section 2. Section 2 of chapter 94-408, Laws of

5| Florida, is anended to read:

6 Section 2. One year fromthe date of the final audit
7 | report, the chairnman of the Conmi ssion shall submt to the
8| Ofice of the Hillsborough County Legislative Del egation a
9|l witten statenent of the status of recommendati ons and

10 | responses contained in the audit report.

11 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
12 | I aw

13
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