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HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 3879, 1st Eng.
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Ritchie offered the follow ng

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 4, between lines 2 and 3
renmove fromthe bill:

and insert in lieu thereof:
Section 3. There is hereby appropriated $7, 000, 000
fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Agency on Health Care

Adm nistration to be used to pay clains as provided in section
4 of this act.
Section 4. Each eligi bl e person, shall be

permitted to file a claimwith the Agency for Health Care

Adm nistration. The Agency shall verify the basis of the

claimand, if appropriate, shall pay said claimw thin 45 days

of the receipt of the claim

(2) For purposes of this section:

(a) The term "econom ¢ damages" shall have the sane

neaning as the termis defined in s. 768.81(1), Florida

St at ut es.
(b) The term"eligible person" neans a plaintiff in
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HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 3879, 1st Eng.
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

whose favor a final judgnent has been entered for econonic

danmages i n excess of $250,000, and the ampbunt in excess of

$250, 000 has not been recovered by the plaintiff.

(c) The term"claint neans that portion of economc

danages in excess of $250,000 awarded by a court of conpetent

jurisdiction which has not been recovered by the plaintiff.

(d) The term"final judgnent" neans an order by a

court of conpetent jurisdiction resolving litigation in which

the award is based on the doctrine of joint and severa

liability. The original cause of action nust have been

predi cated on a personal injury resulting froma tortious act

in which the injured party has been awarded econom c damages
in excess of $250, 000.
Section 5. The OFfice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

Governnent Accountability is hereby directed to study the

costs to the state and plaintiffs of linting the doctrine of

joint and several liability to econoni c danages under
$250, 000. The study should include the collection of the

fol |l owi ng dat a:

(a) The nunber of cases involving econonic danages in

excess of $250, 000 and the portion of danmages attributable to

| ost wages and health care expenses.

(b) The anpbunt of clains and paynents nade pursuant to

section 4 of this act;

(c) The anpbunt of unconpensated care rendered by

health care providers due to the inability to recover costs

for such service

The OFfice shall present to the Governor and the presiding

officers and minority | eaders of each house an interi mreport

on such data by March 1, 1999 and a final report by January 1,
2000.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 3879, 1st

Eng.

Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)

=—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ========

And the title is anended as fol | ows:
On page 1, line 14

after the senicolon insert:
provi di ng an appropriation; establishing a
cl ai m paynent nechanism requiring a study;
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