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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3901
By Representative Wassernman Schultz

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; anending s.
24.121, F.S.; providing an additiona
requi rement for school district receipt of
lottery funds; anending s. 229.58, F. S
providing a nane requirenment for schoo
advi sory councils and providi ng counci
responsibilities and duties; providing for
certain council review, providing for the use
of funds; anending s. 229.592, F.S., relating
to school inprovenent and education
accountability; conforming provisions relating
to rel ease of funds to school districts;
requiring notice of certain deficiency;
anending s. 230.23, F.S., relating to schoo
board duties; providing requirenents for schoo
i mprovenent plans; requiring |ocal-Ievel
deci si onnmaki ng policies; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (5) of section
24.121, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

24.121 Al ocation of revenues and expenditure of funds
for public education.--

(5)

(d) Beginnrng—aJuy—1—31993,-No funds shall be rel eased
for any purpose fromthe Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund to
any school district in which one or nore schools do not have
an approved school inprovenent plan pursuant to s. 230.23(16)
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or do not conply with school advisory council nenbership

conposition requirenments pursuant to s. 229.58(1).

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
subsection (2) of section 229.58, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

229.58 District and school advisory councils.--

(1) ESTABLI SHVENT. - -

(a) The school board shall establish an advisory
council for each school in the district, and shall devel op
procedures for the election and appoi ntnent of advisory
council menbers. Each school advisory council shall include in

its nane the words "school advisory council." The schoo

advi sory council shall be the sole body responsible for fina

deci si onmaki ng at the school relating to inplenentation of the
provi sions of ss. 229.591, 229.592, and 230.23(16).A majority
of the nenbers of each school advisory council nust be persons

who are not enployed by the school board. Each advisory
council shall be conposed of the principal and an
appropriately bal anced nunber of teachers, education support
enpl oyees, students, parents, and other business and community
citizens who are representative of the ethnic, racial, and
econom ¢ community served by the school, provided that
vocational -techni cal center and high school advisory councils
shal | include students, and m ddle and junior high schoo
advi sory councils may include students. Council nenbers
representing teachers, education support enpl oyees, students,
and parents shall be elected by their respective peer groups
at the school in a fair and equitable manner as foll ows:

1. Teachers shall be elected by teachers.

2. Education support enpl oyees shall be el ected by
educati on support enpl oyees.
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3. Students shall be elected by students.
4. Parents shall be elected by parents.

The school board shall establish procedures for use by schools
in selecting business and comrunity nenbers. Such procedures
shal | i nclude nmeans of ensuring wi de notice of vacancies and
for taking input on possible nenbers fromlocal business,
chanbers of commerce, conmunity and civic organizations and
groups, and the public at large. The school board shall review
t he menbership conposition of each advisory council. Should
the school board determ ne that the nenbership elected by the
school is not representative of the ethnic, racial, and
econom ¢ community served by the school, the board shal

appoi nt additional nmenbers to achi eve proper representation
The Florida Conm ssion on Educati on Reform and Accountability

shall serve as a review body to deternine if schools have

maxi nmi zed their efforts to include on their advisory councils

mnority persons and persons of |ower soci oecononic status.

Al t hough school s should be strongly encouraged to establish
school advi sory councils, any school district that has a
student popul ation of 10,000 or fewer may establish a district
advi sory council which shall include at |east one duly el ected
teacher fromeach school in the district. For the purposes of
school advisory councils and district advisory councils, the
term"teacher" shall include classroomteachers, certified
student services personnel, and nedia specialists. For
pur poses of this paragraph, "education support enpl oyee" neans
any person enployed by a school who is not defined as
instructional or administrative personnel pursuant to s.
228. 041 and whose duties require 20 or nore hours in each
nor mal wor ki ng week.
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(2) DUTIES. --Each advisory council shall perform such
functions as are prescribed by regulations of the schoo
board; however, no advisory council shall have any of the
powers and duties now reserved by law to the school board.
Each school advisory council shall assist in the preparation
and eval uation of the school inprovenent plan required
pursuant to s. 230.23(16). By the 1999-2000 academ c year
with technical assistance fromthe Departnent of Educati on,

each school advisory council shall assist in the preparation

of and—shaH : : : et oal

reguest—na—preparitng the school's annual budget and plan as
required by s. 229.555(1). A portion of funds provided in the

annual General Appropriations Act for use by school advisory

councils nmust be used for inplenenting the school inprovenent

plan.

Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
229.592, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

229.592 Inmplenentation of state system of schoo
i mprovenent and education accountability.--

(4) DEPARTMENT. - -

(c) Pursuant to s. 24.121(5)(d), the departnent shal
not rel ease funds fromthe Educational Enhancenment Trust Fund
to any district in which a school does not have an approved
school inprovenent plan, pursuant to s. 230.23(16), after 1
full school year of planning and devel opnent, or does not

conply with school advisory council menbership conposition

requirements pursuant to s. 229.58(1). The departnent shal

send a technical assistance teamto each school w thout an
approved plan to devel op such school inprovenent plan or to
each school wi thout appropriate school advisory counci

nenber ship conposition to develop a strategy for corrective
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action. The departnent shall release the funds upon approval
of the plan or upon establishnent of a plan of corrective

action. Notice shall be given to the public of the
departnment's intervention and shall identify each schoo
wi thout a plan or without appropriate school advisory counci

nenber shi p conposition

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (16) of section
230. 23, Florida Statutes, is anended, and subsection (17) is
added to said section, to read:

230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
performall duties |isted bel ow

(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State
Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall be consistent with, and
i mpl erented through, the district's continuing system of
pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.
229.555 and 237.041. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall include, but not be limted to,
the foll ow ng:

(a) School inprovenent plans.--Annually approve and
require inplenentation of a new, anended, or continuation
school inprovenent plan for each school in the district. Such
pl an shall be designed to achieve the state education goals
and student perfornmance standards pursuant to ss. 229.591(3)
and 229.592. Beginning in 1999-2000, each plan shall also
address issues relative to budget, training, instructiona

materials, technology, staffing, student support services, and
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1| other matters of resource allocation, as determ ned by schoo
2 | board poli cy.
3 (17) LOCAL- LEVEL DECI SI ONMAKI NG, - -
4 (a) Adopt policies that clearly encourage and enhance
5 | maxi mum deci si onnmaki ng appropriate to the school site. Such
6 | policies nust include guidelines for schools in the adoption
7 | and purchase of district and school site instructiona
8 | mterials and technol ogy, staff training, student support
9| services, budgeting, and the allocation of staff resources.
10 (b) Adopt waiver process policies to enable al
11| schools to exercise maximumflexibility and notify advisory
12 | councils of processes to waive school district and state
13 | policies.
14 (c) Develop policies for periodically nonitoring the
15 | nenbershi p conposition of school advisory councils to ensure
16 | conpliance with requirenents established in s. 229. 58.
17 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
18 | year in which enacted.
19
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21 HOUSE SUMVARY
22 . . . : .
Requi res school districts to conply with school advisory
23 counci | menbershi p_conpasition requirenents for receipt
24| 2hvi Sy YoUNCiTs and. brovi des add: t{onal duti egr SoroY
Provides for certain review of school advisory councils
25 and use of allocated funds. Provides requirenents for
26 school inprovenent plans and | ocal -1 evel deci si onmaki ng.
27
28
29
30
31
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