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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 3951

Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Lynn offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)

On page 8, between lines 8 and 9, of the bil

i nsert:

Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
232.19, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

232.19 Court procedure and penalties.--The court
procedure and penalties for the enforcenent of the provisions
of this chapter, relating to conpul sory school attendance
shall be as follows:

(3) HABI TUAL TRUANCY CASES.--1n accordance with
procedures established by the district school board, the
desi gnat ed school representative shall refer a student who is
habitually truant and the student's fanmily to the
chil dren-in-need-of -services and families-in-need-of-services
provider or the case staffing comittee, established pursuant
to s. 39.426, as determ ned by the cooperative agreenent
required in this section. The case staffing comittee may
request the Departnent of Juvenile Justice or its designee to
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file a child-in-need-of-services petition based upon the
report and efforts of the school district or other comunity
agency or may seek to resolve the truant behavi or through the
school or community-based organi zati ons or agencies. Prior to
and subsequent to the filing of a child-in-need-of-services
petition due to habitual truancy, the appropriate governnental
agencies nust allow a reasonable tine to conplete actions
required by this subsection to renedy the conditions |eading
to the truant behavior. The following criteria nust be net and
docunented in witing prior to the filing of a petition

(b) In addition to the actions described in s. 232.17,
the school adm nistration nust have conpl eted the foll ow ng
activities to determne the cause, and to attenpt the
renedi ation, of the child' s truant behavi or

1. After a minimumof 3 and prior to 10 6 unexcused
absences within 90 school eatendar days, one or nore neetings
nmust have been held, either in person or by phone, between a
desi gnat ed school representative, the child' s parent or
guardi an, and the child, if necessary, to report and to
attenpt to solve the truancy problem However, if the
desi gnat ed school representative has docunented the refusal of
the parent or guardian to participate in the neetings, this
requi rement has been net.

2. Educational counseling nust have been provided to
det erm ne whet her curricul um changes woul d hel p sol ve the
truancy problem and, if any changes were indicated, such
changes nust have been instituted but proved unsuccessful in
renedyi ng the truant behavior. Such curricul um changes may
i nclude enrollnment of the child in a dropout prevention
programthat neets the specific educational and behaviora
needs of the child, including a second chance school, as
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provided for in s. 230.2316, designed to resolve truant
behavi or .

3. Educational evaluation, which may incl ude
psychol ogi cal eval uati on, rmust have been provided to assist in
determining the specific condition, if any, that is
contributing to the child's nonattendance. The eval uation
nmust have been suppl enented by specific efforts by the schoo
to renedy any di agnosed condition

If a child who is subject to conpul sory school attendance is
responsive to the interventions described in this paragraph
and has conpl eted the necessary requirenents to pass the
current grade as indicated in the district pupil progression
pl an, the child shall be passed.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 1, line 24,

after the sem colon insert:

anending s. 232.19, F.S.; providing for an
addi ti onal nunber of unexcused absences;
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