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HB 4109, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public access; creating the
"Clerks of the Circuit Court Public Records
Access Act"; requiring the clerks of the
circuit court to make public records
information avail able on the internet by
January 1, 2001; providing for security;
providing a declaration of inportant state
pur pose; anending s. 318.18, F.S.; providing a
fundi ng source; providing an effecting date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Short title; required infornmation to be

nmade accessible; security.--

(1) This section may be cited as the "Clerks of the
Crcuit Court Public Records Access Act."

(2) No later than January 1, 2001, the clerks of the
circuit court of each county shall nmke avail able on the

internet, without additional charge or obligation to the

public, the following infornation contained in the public

records in possession of the clerk

(a) At anmninum a list of grantor/grantees or

parties, the date the rel evant docunent was created, and the

book and page nunber of the Oficial Record Book or other

public record | ocati on where the docunent is entered shall be

provided for the followi ng types of docunents: deeds;

nortgages; tax deed applications; tax liens; marriage

|icenses; orders of dissolution of narriage; real property

transactions; and final judgnents. Such information shall be
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HB 4109, First Engrossed

made avail able for records or other docunents recorded since

1989, or longer, if such information is avail abl e.

(b) Adopted nminutes of the board of county conm ssion

neeti ngs convened within the past 4 years.

(c) Agendas of future county conmission neetings if

provided to the clerk in an electronic format.

(d) Information to assist donestic violence victins.

Such information nust include instructions and assi stance in

obtai ning protective injunctions and any other information on

donestic viol ence nmintained by the clerk

(e) Information assisting people in obtaining child

support and ali nony.

(f) Jury service information, such as tine, place and

date of reporting, and rei nbursenent procedures.

(g0 Alisting of all felony criminal sentences inposed

during the preceding calendar year in the county in which the

clerk serves. This listing shall include, but not be linted

to, the nane of the crimnal case, the original charges filed

agai nst the defendant, the charges of which the defendant was

convi cted, the sentence i nposed by the court, the date the

sentence was i nposed and any vacation of the sentence.

(3) The clerks of the circuit court shall utilize

appropriate internet security neasures to ensure that no

person has the ability to directly access public records or to

alter or to nodify any public record. Unless otherw se

provided by law, no information retrieved fromthe internet

shall be adm ssible in court as an aut henti cated docunent.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that a proper and

legitinmate state purpose is served by providing the public

Wi th access to public records and information on the internet
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1| and hereby deternines that the provisions of this act fulfil
2| an inportant state interest.
3 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section
4] 318.18, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
5 318.18 Anount of civil penalties.--The penalties
6| required for a noncriminal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14
7| are as foll ows:
8 (8)(a) Any person who fails to conply with the court's
9] requirements or who fails to pay the civil penalties specified
10| in this section within the 30-day period provided for in s.
11 | 318. 14 nust pay an additional civil penalty of $12, $2.50 of
12 | which nust be deposited into the General Revenue Fund, and
13 | $9.50 of which nust be deposited in the H ghway Safety
14 | Operating Trust Fund. There is hereby appropriated fromthe
15| Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund for fiscal year 1996-1997
16 | the amount of $4 nmillion. Fromthis appropriation the
17 | departnent shall contract with the Florida Association of
18 | Court Clerks, Inc., to design, establish, operate, upgrade,
19 | and maintain an automated statewide Uniform Civil Court and
20| Traffic Ctation Accounting Systemto be operated by the
21| clerks of the court which shall include, but not be |limted
22| to, the accounting for traffic infractions by type, a record
23| of the disposition of the citations, and an accounting system
24 | for the fines assessed and the subsequent fine anpbunts paid to
25| the clerks of the court. The systemshall also include civil
26 | court case maintenance information and an internet neans for
27 | providing public access to county and court information. On
28 | or before Decenber 1, 1999, the clerks of the court nust
29 | provide the information required by this chapter to be
30| transnmitted to the departnent by electronic transm ssion
31| pursuant to the contract. On or before January 1, 2001, the
3
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1| clerks of the court shall provide a neans to access county and
2| court information via the internet.
3 (b) Any person who fails to conply with the court's
4| requirenents as to civil penalties specified in this section
5| due to denpnstrable financial hardship shall be authorized to
6 | satisfy such civil penalties by public works or commnity
7 | service. Each hour of such service shall be applied, at the
8| rate of the mni mumwage, toward paynent of the person's civil
9| penalties; provided, however, that if the person has a trade
10| or profession for which there is a conmunity service need and
11 | application, the rate for each hour of such service shall be
12 | the average standard wage for such trade or profession. Any
13 | person who fails to conply with the court's requirenments as to
14 | such civil penalties who does not denonstrate financi al
15| hardship may al so, at the discretion of the court, be
16 | aut hori zed to satisfy such civil penalties by public works or
17 | conmunity service in the sane manner
18 (c) If the noncrimnal infraction has caused or
19 | resulted in the death of another, the person who comitted the
20 | infraction may perform 120 conmmunity service hours under s.
21| 316.027(4), in addition to any other penalties.
22 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
23| law.
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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