Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4223
By Representative Kosnas

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to early chil dhood assi stance;
3 creating s. 411.21, F.S.; creating the Children
4 First Program providing |egislative intent;

5 creating the Children First governing board;

6 provi di ng nenbership and responsibilities;

7 creating the Children First coordinating

8 council; providing nenbership and

9 responsibilities; providing for funding;

10 providing for nenbers' per diemand travel

11 expenses; requiring a report by the State

12 Coordi nating Council for Early Chil dhood

13 Services; providing for term nation of said

14 council on a specified date; providing for

15 staffing for the Children First governing board
16 and coordi nating council; providing for

17 creation of county Children First coalitions;
18 provi di ng nenbership and responsibilities;

19 providing for coalition initiation grants and
20 for block grant funding and certain waiver

21 authority; requiring devel opnent of community
22 pl ans; providing plan requirenents; providing
23 procedures and a fundi ng schedul e; providing
24 for eval uation and performance neasures;

25 requiring annual reports; providing

26 responsibility of the Governor's Conmi ssion on
27 Education for initial inplenentation; providing
28 for creation of |ocal school readiness

29 coalitions; providing for award of grants;

30 amendi ng ss. 230.2303, 383.14, 391. 304,

31 402. 281, 402.305, 402.3052, 402.45, 411.204,
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1 and 411.221, F.S., to conformto the act;

2 repealing s. 411.222(4), F.S., relating to the

3 Coordi nating Council for Early Chil dhood

4 Services; providing effective dates.

5

6| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

7

8 Section 1. Section 411.21, Florida Statutes, is

9| created to read

10 411.21 Children First Program --

11 (1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. - -

12 (a) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

13| well-being of children frombirth to 5 years of age becone a
14 | top priority of the people of the state, including fanmlies,
15| local and state governnent and their agencies, charitable

16 | organi zations, children's services providers, the private

17 | sector, and the health care, early care and education

18 | disabilities, and child wel fare systens.

19 (b) The Legislature recognizes that high-quality early
20 | chil dhood health care, child care, and educati on experiences
21 | increase children's chances of educational success and reduce
22 | the need for costly future intervention and renediation. It is
23| the intent of the Legislature that all children in Florida,
24 | frombirth until they enter kindergarten, have access to
25| quality devel opnental assistance to ensure that they are ready
26 | to succeed when they enter kindergarten
27 (c) The Legislature recognizes that parents are
28 | responsible for the well-being of their children. The
29 | Legislature further recogni zes that the condition of children
30| in Florida nmust be inproved. It is the intent of the
31| Legislature that local communities assist fanilies, where
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1| desired, in ensuring the well-being of children under 5 years
2| of age, and that state governnent assist |local communities and
3| parents in providing high-quality early chil dhood experiences
4| and care with a mnimumof state interference

5 (d) The Legislature finds that for fanilies to nove to
6 | and maintain econonic self-sufficiency, Florida nust have an
7| efficient way for these fanmilies to access quality child care
8| and health care services. The Legi sl ature recogni zes that

9| quality in early care and education arrangenents provides

10| significant benefits for children and famlies.

11 (e) It is the intent of the Legislature that al

12 | prograns and services serving children in Florida during the
13| first 5 years of life, whether health care, child care, child
14 | wel fare, or formal education, are considered school readi ness
15| prograns. The Legislature finds that despite the efforts of

16 | hundreds of thousands of Floridians and increased

17 | col |l aborati on anong service providers, services for young

18 | children renmai n uncoordi nated, of uneven quality, and

19 | inaccessible to many. It is the intent of the Legislature that
20| a true conti nuum of high-quality, coordinated, and

21 | conpr ehensive services be available to all children under 5
22 | years of age.

23 (f) The Legislature recognizes that the new brain

24 | research enphasizes the critical inportance of the first years
251 of life in children's enpotional, social, and cognitive

26 | devel opnent, and that these scientific discoveries create an
27 | opportunity to apply the findings to all prograns and services
28 | for children frombirth to 5 years of age. The Legislature

29 | al so recogni zes that the period of tine frombirth to 3 years
30| of age is an optimal tine for learning in the areas of notor
31
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1| devel opnent, enotional control, vision, social attachnent,

2 | vocabul ary, second | anguage, and | ogic.

3 (2) For purposes of this section, school readiness

4 | prograns shall include all prograns funded with state,

5| federal, lottery, or local public funds providing services to
6| children frombirth to 5 years of age in the areas of health
7| care, early care and education, disabilities, and child

8| welfare.

9 (3) CHI LDREN FI RST GOVERNI NG BOARD. - -

10 (a) There is created a Children First governing board
11 | with responsibility for creating and maintai ni ng coordi nated
12 | progranmmatic, adm nistrative, and fiscal policies, and a

13 | conmon set of early care and education standards for al

14 | school readi ness prograns. The governi ng board shall deternine
15| guidelines for granting waivers to these policies and

16 | standards. The governing board shall establish goals for early
17 | chil dhood devel opnent | eading to school readi ness, and

18 | policies that lead to the achievenent of these goals with

19 | oversight to ensure achi evenent. The governi ng board shal

20 | devel op a strategic plan for acconplishing these goals.

21 (b) The nenbers of the Children First governing board
22 | shall include the Governor, the mnority and najority |eaders
23 | of the House of Representatives and the Senate, the

24 | Comm ssi oner of Education, the chair of the Child Care

25 | Executive Partnership, the chair of the WAGES Program State
26 | Board of Directors, the president of the Florida Pediatric

27 | Society, the chair of the Florida Council of 100, and five

28 | additional nmenbers representing private sector, community, and
29 | social service leaders selected by a najority vote of the

30 | other 10 nenbers.

31
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1 (c) The governing board shall be chaired by the

2 | Governor.

3 (d) The nenbers of the governi ng board shal

4 | participate without proxy. Meetings of the governing board

5] shall be held at |east quarterly to establish goals and policy
6| for the well-being of Florida's youngest children and to

7 | consider reports fromthe Children First coordinating council
8 (e) The governing board shall deternine the

9| feasibility of conbining funding streans for school readi ness
10| prograns into a Children First Education Trust Fund.

11 (3) CHI LDREN FI RST COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L. - -

12 (a) There is created a Children First coordinating

13 | council with responsibility for inplenenting policies

14 | devel oped by the governing board, nonitoring progress toward
15 | achi evenent of the goals established by the governing board,
16 | assessing gaps in current services statew de, reconmnmendi ng

17 | quality standards, nonitoring the inplenentation of a conmon
18 | set of early care and education standards, approving comunity
19 | plans, facilitating local inplenentation, providing technica
20 | assi stance, reconmendi ng common eligibility requirenents for
21| sinmlar prograns, and hel ping to secure waivers, within the
22 | gui delines established by the governi ng board and changes in
23| law fromthe state and federal governnents. The coordinating
24 | council shall nmke recommendations to the governing board
25| regarding changes in state law, rule, or agency policy that
26 | may assist comunities in inproving the well-being of children
27 | frombirth to 5 years of age. On or before Cctober 1, 1999,
28 | the coordinating council shall submit to the governing board a
29 | report concerning the feasibility of conbining funding streans
30| for school readiness prograns into a Children First Education
31| Trust Fund.
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(b) The nenbers of the coordinating council shal

i nclude the Secretary of Children and Fanily Services, the

Secretary of Health, the Secretary of Labor and Enpl oynent

Security, the executive director of the Departnent of Revenue,
the Director of Health Care Adninistration, the Deputy
Conmi ssi oner for Educational Prograns of the Departnent of

Education, the president of the Florida Head Start Directors

Associ ation, the president of the Florida Children's Forum

the chair of the Devel opnental Disabilities Council, the

director of the Healthy Start Coalition Association, the chair

of the Florida |Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants

and Toddl ers, the coordi nator of the Parent Resource

Organi zation, the president of the Children's Services Counci

Associ ation, the executive director of the Florida Schoo

Boards Associ ation, the chair of the Florida Associ ati on of
Child Care Managenent, the chair of the Florida Fanmily Child
Care Association, Inc., the president of the Early Chil dhood

Associ ation of Florida, and the chairs of two Children First

coalitions and two | ocal WAGES coalitions. The latter four

nenbers shall be selected by a najority vote of the other

nenbers.
(c) The nenbers of the coordinating council shal

participate without proxy. Meetings of the coordinating

council shall be held nonthly to plan for and nonitor progress

in inplenenting the goals of the governing board and review

and respond to requests for assistance fromlocal comuniti es.
(d) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
coordi nating council shall be an i ndependent nonparti san body

and shall not be identified or affiliated with any one agency,
program or group.

6
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1 (e) The coordinating council shall have a budget and

2| shall be financed through an annual appropriation nade for

3| this purpose in the General Appropriations Act. Coordinating
4 | council nenbers shall be entitled to receive per diem and

5] travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061

6 (f) By Decenber 31, 1998, the State Coordi nating

7| Council for Early Chil dhood Services shall subnit a fina

8 | report of recommendati ons regarding early chil dhood health,

9| care, and education prograns to the governing board. The State
10 | Coordinating Council for Early Chil dhood Services shall cease
11| to exist after Decenber 31, 1998.

12 (g) The coordinating council shall prepare and submt
13| to the State Board of Education a systemfor neasuring schoo
14 | readi ness. The system nmust include a screening instrunment, or
15| instrunents, which shall provide objective data according to
16 | Florida's Expectations for School Readi ness regarding:

17 1. The child' s inmunizations.

18 2. The child's display of physical devel opnent

19 | appropriate for kindergarten

20 3. The child's conpliance with rules, lintations, and
21 | routi nes.

22 4. The child's successful engagenent in kindergarten
23 | tasks.

24 5. The child's denpbnstrati on of appropriate

25| interaction with adults.

26 6. The child' s denpbnstration of appropriate

27 | interaction with peers.

28 7. The child's ability to effectively cope with

29 | chal l enges and frustrations.

30 8. The child' s denobnstration of appropriate self-help
31| skills.
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1 9. The child's ability to express needs appropriately.
2 10. The child's denonstration of verbal conmmunication
3| skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten

4 11. The child's denonstrati on of problemsolving

5] skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten

6 12. The child's ability to follow verbal directions.
7 13. The child's denpnstration of curiosity,

8 | persi stence, and expl oratory behavi or

9 14. The child's denonstration of an interest in books
10| and other printed materials.

11 15. The child's ability to pay attention to stories.
12 16. The child's participation in art and nusic

13 | activities.

14 (h) The coordinating council shall prepare a plan for
15| inplenenting the systemfor neasuring school readi ness and

16 | contract with an i ndependent entity for an evaluation of the
17 | system The eval uation nust provide the information that |oca
18 | and state agencies, the Governor, and the Legislature need to
19 | provide for the effective admnistration of prograns that

20 | serve preschool children

21 (4) STAFFING - -

22 (a) The governing board and coordi nati ng council shal
23| be staffed by a director and professional and support staff
24 | and shall draw upon state agency personnel and resources as
25| needed to inplenent policy and nanage i nteragency agreenents
26 | necessary to create a nore coherent system of care and

27 | education for the state's youngest children

28 (b) The director, consistent with the recomrendati ons
29 | of the coordinating council and needs of |ocal coalitions,

30| shall be responsible for contracting for technical assistance
31| and support during fiscal years 1998-1999 and 1999-2000 to

8
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4223
582-107- 98

1| assist counties, on a voluntary basis, in creating Children

2| First coalitions and devel oping | ocal comrunity plans.

3 (5) CHI LDREN FI RST COALI TI ONS. - -

4 (a) In each county in the state public and private

5| agenci es are encouraged to create Children First coalitions to
6 | assune overall responsibility for the well-being of children
7| frombirth to 5 years of age. Counties may create such

8 | partnershi ps under the provisions of s. 125.901, which

9 | authorizes creation of independent special districts to fund
10| children's services; s. 163.01, the Florida Interloca

11 | Cooperation Act of 1969; s. 383.216, which provides for

12 | conmuni ty-based prenatal and infant health care coalitions; or
13| sinilar |egislation

14 (b) Children First coalitions shall include the |oca
15| public and private | eaders of the health care, early care and
16 | education, disabilities, and child welfare systens in each

17 | county. Coalition nenbership nay include, but is not linted
18 | to, representatives of such organi zations as children's

19 | services councils, central agencies for state-subsidized child
20| care, Healthy Start coalitions, |local school boards, child
21| care licensing boards, |ocal WAGES coalitions and Head Start,
22| and city and county governnents, the Departnent of Children
23| and Fanmly Services, county health departnents, and chanbers
24 | of commerce
25 (c) The coalition shall designate an entity with
26 | denponstrated capacity in fiscal managenent to serve as fisca
27 | agent for receipt of block grant fundi ng and maintaini ng
28 | program accountability.
29 (d) Coalitions shall assunme responsibility for
30 | recommendi ng phasi ng out duplicative coordi nati ng bodi es,
31| increasing collaboration anbng service providers, coordinating
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1| services for young children, increasing programaquality and

2| accessibility, and ensuring that a true conti nuum of

3| coordinated services is available to all children under 5

4| years of age living in the county.

5 (e) Counties which create Children First coalitions

6| shall be eligible to receive block grant fundi ng and wai ver

7 | authority, conditioned on the subm ssion of an approved pl an

8 | designed to increase the nunber of children ready to succeed

9] at the tine of entry into kindergarten

10 (f) Block grant funding and wai ver of inhibiting rules
11| and regul ati ons shall be available to Children First

12 | coalitions to achieve the foll owi ng outcones that increase

13 | school readiness: to inprove health outcones for all children
14 frombirth to 5 years of age; to increase the availability and
15| accessibility of quality early care and educati on services; to
16 | assist fanmilies while they are achieving econonic

17 | self-sufficiency; to provide fam |y support and parent

18 | educati on and devel opnent services; and to increase the

19 | quality and accessibility of early care and educati on services
20| for infants and for children frombirth to 5 years of age with
21 | disabilities and devel opnental del ays.
22 (g) Two or nobre counties may join together to create a
23| Children First coalition
24 (5) I NCENTI VES FOR COVMUNI TY PLANS. - -
25 (a) Children First coalitions shall receive coalition
26 | initiation grants to devel op community plans and bl ock grant
27 | funding to i npl enent approved pl ans designed to enable a
28 | community to achieve the outcones specified in paragraph
29 |(4)(f). The comunity plans shall reflect strategies and
30| activities for achieving these outconmes through enhancing the
31| quality of services provided and ensuring that such services
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wi |l be adequate and appropriate for the outcone desired,

increasing the |level of services available to ensure that

those children in need of identified services will have access

to such services, and creating incentives to integrate the

vari ous systens of children's services so that all the systens

wor k together as one to achieve the identified common

out cones.
(b) Comunity plans shall be reviewed and approved by

the Children First coordinating council

(c) To deternmine county priorities for conmmunity plans

for coordi nated school readi ness prograns, each plan submtted

by a Children First coalition shall include:

1. An assessnent of current public, private, and

charitabl e resources available within the county for children

frombirth to 5 years of age

2.  An assessnent of unnet needs for children from

birth to 5 years of age

3. The assessnent of kindergarten readiness

admi ni stered by the school district which neasures schoo

readi ness according to Florida's Expectations for Schoo

Readi ness.
(d) Comunity plans shall al so address service systens

i ntegration; denonstration of nmethods for achieving the

out cones specified in paragraph (4)(f); denonstration of

net hods for neeting the needs of particul ar subgroups of the

popul ation, including mgrant children, children with special

needs, and minorities; and nethods for administering and

nmai nt ai ni ng accountability in the integrated systens.

(e) Comunity plans which include a focus on the

provision of early care and education services shall adhere to

the mni num standards for adult-to-child ratios as specified
11
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1|ins. 230.2305(3)(e) for the prekindergarten early

2| intervention programand in s. 402.305(4)(a) for child care

3| facilities participating in the subsidized child care system
4 | unl ess ot herwi se authorized through wai ver by the governing

5| board. Community plans which include a focus on the provision
6| of early care and educati on services shall address

7| inprovenents in the quality of current and new prograns. The
8 | recogni zed conponents of quality include provision of

9 | devel opnental |y appropriate curricula, low adult-to-child

10| ratios, small group sizes, increased staff training, and | ower
11 | staff turnover rates.

12 (f) Additional areas to be given priority

13 | consideration by the coordinating council include fanmly

14 | i nvol venent; business and private sector involvenent;

15| inplenentation of a sinplified point of entry and a unified
16 | waiting list for early care and educati on prograns; provision
17 | of full-day, full-year, and night services; and inclusion of
18 | children with disabilities.

19 (6) COALITION I NITIATION GRANTS. - -
20 (a) Counties which subnit a letter of intent to create
21| a Children First coalition to the Governor by Septenber 1
2211998, shall be eligible for a $25,000 grant to support
23| organizing a Children First coalition and devel oping a
24 | community plan.
25 (b) Comunity plans submitted by Children First
26 | coalitions by January 15, 1999, and approved by the
27 | coordinating council by February 1, 1999, shall receive
28 | Children First block grant funding to begin a phase-in
29 | inplenentation of their comunity plan. Children First bl ock
30| grant funding for these counties shall continue fromyear to
31
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1| year consistent with funding so designated in the Genera

2 | Appropriations Act.

3 (c) Counties are encouraged to phase in the

4 | integration of the health care, early care and education

5| disabilities, and child welfare systens in their comunity

6| plans, starting with the systens that are currently nost

7| involved in collaboration with each other and consistent wth
8 | local needs and priorities.

9 (d) Beginning in January 1999, the coordinating

10 | council shall issue a call for Children First coalition

11 ) initiation grants every 6 nmonths, until all counties desiring
12 | to do so have responded. Counties submitting letters of intent
13| by the dates specified by the coordinating council shall be
14 | eligible for a $25,000 grant to support organizing a Children
15| First coalition and devel oping a conmunity plan. Children

16 | First block grant funding shall be nade available for these
17 | counties contingent upon approval of the community plans and
18 | l egislative appropriations for this purpose. Children First
19 | bl ock grant funding for these counties shall continue from
20 | year to year consistent with funding so designated in the
21 | General Appropriations Act.
22 (7) EVALUATI ON AND PERFORVANCE MEASURES. - -
23 (a) The coordinating council shall have the
24 | responsi bilty for designing the eval uati on and perfornmance
25| neasures to track the effectiveness of the Children First
26 | bl ock grant funding in neeting the goals of the governing
27 | board for increasing the quality and accessibhility of services
28 | for children frombirth to 5 years of age
29 (b) The kindergarten screeni ng neasures required by
30 | paragraph (5)(c) shall be used as one of the neasures of
31 | perfornmance.
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(c) The governing board shall report to the

Legislature on the inplenentation and perfornance of the

Children First coalitions by March 1 of each year
(8) | MPLEMENTATION OF TH S SECTI ON. - -
(a) FromJuly 1, 1998, through January 1, 1999, the
i npl erentation of this section shall be the responsibility of

the Governor's Conmi ssion on Education. The responsibilities

of the commi ssion shall be extended beyond the date specified

in Executive Order No. for this purpose.

(b) Effective January 1, 1999, the responsibility for

i npl erentation of this section shall transfer to the governing

board, the coordinating council, and their staff.

Section 2. Fromfunds appropriated in the Genera

Appropriations Act, the School Readi ness Comi ssi on shal

award grants to |l ocal school readiness coalitions created to

enhance the preparation of children to succeed in school at

the tinme of entry into kindergarten. Such coalitions shall be

created, and | ocal school readiness plans subnitted, according

to procedures adopted by the School Readi ness Comni ssion
Section 3. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, subsection (8)
of section 230.2303, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
230.2303 Florida First Start Program --
(8) COORDI NATI ON. - -
t&) The Florida First Start Program shall be included
under the jurisdiction of the Children First State
coordi nating council fer—Earty—thitdhood—Services established
pursuant to s. 411.21 413222. The coordinating council shal
make recommendations for effective inplenentation of the
pr ogr am ant—shaH—advi-se—the—Dbepartrnent—oef—Education—onneeded
Fegishati-on Fes I el . I

. - . F " .
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1 {by—Eaech—sehoot—di-st+iect—shatH—devetop,—inptenent—and
2 | evatuate—its—programin—cooperation—wth—the—distriet

3 | iateragency—coordinating—ecounci-—estabb-shed—under—s—

4 | 23623065~

5 Section 4. Effective Decenber 1, 1998, paragraph (b)
6 | of subsection (1) and subsection (2) of section 383. 14,

7| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

8 383.14 Screening for netabolic disorders, other

9 | hereditary and congenital disorders, and environnental risk
10 | factors. --

11 (1) SCREENI NG REQUI REMENTS. --To hel p ensure access to
12 | the nmaternal and child health care system the Departnment of
13| Health shall pronote the screening of all infants born in

14 | Florida for phenyl ketonuria and other netabolic, hereditary,
15| and congenital disorders known to result in significant

16 | i mpai rnent of health or intellect, as screeni ng prograns

17 | accepted by current nedical practice becone avail able and

18 | practical in the judgnent of the departnent. The departnent
19 | shall also pronote the identification and screening of al

20| infants born in this state and their fanilies for

21| environnental risk factors such as | ow incone, poor educati on,
22 | maternal and family stress, enptional instability, substance
23 | abuse, and other high-risk conditions associated with

24 | increased risk of infant nortality and norbidity to provide
25| early intervention, renediation, and prevention services,

26 | including, but not linmted to, parent support and training

27 | prograns, hone visitation, and case managenent.

28 | ldentification, perinatal screening, and intervention efforts
29 | shall begin prior to and i mediately followi ng the birth of
30| the child by the attending health care provider. Such efforts
31| shall be conducted in hospitals, perinatal centers, county

15
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heal t h departnents, school health prograns that provide
prenatal care, and birthing centers, and reported to the
Ofice of Vital Statistics.

(b) Postnatal screening.--A risk factor anal ysis using
the departnent's designated risk assessnent instrunent shal
al so be conducted as part of the nedical screening process
upon the birth of a child and subnitted to the departnent's
O fice of Vital Statistics for recording and other purposes
provided for in this chapter. The departnent's screening
process for risk assessnent shall include a scoring nechanism
and procedures that establish thresholds for notification
further assessnent, referral, and eligibility for services by
prof essi onal s or paraprofessionals consistent with the |evel
of risk. Procedures for devel opi ng and using the screening
instrunent, notification, referral, and care coordi nati on
services, reporting requirenents, nmanagenent information, and
mai nt enance of a conputer-driven registry in the Ofice of
Vital Statistics which ensures privacy safeguards nust be
consistent with the provisions and pl ans established under
chapter 411, Pub. L. No. 99-457, and this chapter. Procedures
established for reporting information and maintaining a
confidential registry nust include a nechanismfor a
centralized information depository at the state and county
| evel s. The departnent shall coordinate with existing risk
assessnment systens and information registries. The departnent
nmust ensure, to the maxi mum extent possible, that the
screening information registry is integrated with the
departnent's automated data systens, including the Florida
On-line Recipient Integrated Data Access (FLORI DA) system
Tests and screenings nmust be perfornmed at such tines and in
such manner as is prescribed by the departnment after

16

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O b~ W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N DWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4223
582-107- 98

consultation with the Genetics and Infant Screening Advisory
Counci | ang—the—State—Coordinating—Councit—for—Earty—Chitdhood
Set-vi-€es.

(2) RULES.--After consultation with the Genetics and
I nfant Screening Advisory Council, the departnment shall adopt
and enforce rules requiring that every infant born in this
state shall, prior to beconming 2 weeks of age, be subjected to
a test for phenyl ketonuria and, at the appropriate age, be
tested for such other netabolic diseases and hereditary or
congeni tal disorders as the departnent nay deem necessary from
time to tine. ARter—consuttation—wth—the—State—Coordinating
Counei—for—Earty—Chitdheod—Servi-ces,-The depart nent shal

al so adopt and enforce rules requiring every infant born in
this state to be screened for environmental risk factors that
pl ace children and their fanmlies at risk for increased
norbidity, nortality, and other negative outcones. The
departnent shall adopt such additional rules as are found
necessary for the adm nistration of this section, including
rules relating to the nethods used and tine or tines for
testing as accepted nedical practice indicates, rules relating
to charging and collecting fees for screenings authorized by
this section, and rules requiring nandatory reporting of the
results of tests and screenings for these conditions to the
depart nent.

Section 5. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, paragraph (a)
of subsection (1) of section 391.304, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

391. 304 Program coordination. --

(1) The Departnent of Health shall

(a) Coordinate with the Departnent of Education, the
O fices of Prevention, Early Assistance, and Child

17
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1| Devel opnent, and the Florida Interagency Coordinating Counci

2| for Infants and Toddl er s;—antd—the—State—Coorditating—Couneit

3 | fer—Earty—Chitdheod—Serviees in planning and admini stering ss.

4| 391. 301-391. 307. This coordination shall be in accordance with

5|s. 411.222.

6 Section 6. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, subsection (3)

7 | of section 402.281, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

8 402.281 GCold Seal Quality Care program --

9 (3) In developing the Gold Seal Quality Care program
10 | standards, the departnent shall consult with the Departnment of
11 | Education, the Florida Head Start Directors Associ ation, the
12 | Florida Association of Child Care Managenent, the Florida
13| Fanily Day Care Association, the Florida Children's Forum the
14 | State—Coordinating—CounctHt—for—Earty—Chitdhood—Servieest he
15| Early Chil dhood Association of Florida, the Nationa
16 | Association for Child Devel opnent Education, providers
17 | receivi ng exenptions under s. 402.316, and parents, for the
18 | purpose of approving the accrediting associ ations.

19 Section 7. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, paragraph (d)
20 | of subsection (2) and subsection (17) of section 402. 305,

21| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

22 402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities.--
23 (2) PERSONNEL. --M ni rum standards for child care

24 | personnel shall include m ninmumrequirenents as to:

25 (d) Mnimumstaff training requirenents

26 1. Such mninmmstandards for training shall ensure
27 | that all child care personnel and operators of famly day care
28 | honmes serving at-risk children in a subsidized child care

29 | program pursuant to s. 402.3015 take an approved 30-cl ock-hour
30| introductory course in child care, which course covers at

31| least the follow ng topic areas

18
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a. State and local rules and regul ati ons whi ch govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition

c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
| anguage, cognitive, nmotor, social, and self-help skills
devel opnent.

e. Specialized areas, as deternined by the departnent,
for owner-operators and child care personnel of a child care
facility.

Wthin 90 days of enploynent, child care personnel shall begin
training to neet the training requirenents and shall conplete
such training within 1 year of the date on which the training
began. Exenption fromall or a portion of the required
training shall be granted to child care personnel based upon
educational credentials or passage of conpetency exani nations.

2. The introductory course in child care shall stress,
to the extent possible, an interdisciplinary approach to the
study of children.

3. On an annual basis in order to further their child
care skills and, if appropriate, admnistrative skills, child
care personnel who have fulfilled the requirenents for the
child care training shall be required to take an additi ona
approved 8 clock hours of inservice training or an equival ent
as determ ned by the departnent.

4. Procedures for ensuring the training of qualified
child care professionals to provide training of child care
personnel, including onsite training, shall be included in the
m ni rum standards. It is recommended that the state comunity
child care coordination agencies (central agencies) be
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contracted by the departnent to coordi nate such training when
possible. Gher district educational resources, such as
community coll eges and vocati onal -techni cal prograns, can be
designated in such areas where central agencies nmay not exi st
or are determ ned not to have the capability to neet the
coordi nation requirenents set forth by the departnent.

5. Training requirenents shall not apply to certain
occasional or part-tinme support staff, including, but not

© 00 N o O WDN PP

limted to, swinmm ng instructors, piano teachers, dance

=
o

instructors, and gymmastics instructors.

=
o

wm

25 6.7- The child care operator shall be required to take
26 | basic training in serving children with disabilities within 5
27 | years after enploynent, either as a part of the introductory
28 | training or the annual 8 hours of inservice training.

29 +H—CHD-CARE—TECHNFCAL—REVHEW-PANEL—There—+s

30 | 4 I I it el . — . I
31 | 4 I i ey r . L I
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21 | by—©Cetober—1—1992—Ffoer—atermof—3—years— No—nenber—shat
22 | servenore—than—two—consecutiveterns—

23 Section 8. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, subsection (1)
24 | of section 402.3052, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

25 402.3052 Child devel opnent associate training grants
26 | program - -

27 (1) There is hereby created the child devel opnent

28 | associate training grants programw thin the departnent.

29 &) The purpose of the child devel opnent associate

30| training grants programis to provide child care personnel who
31| work in a licensed child care facility or public and nonpublic

21
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1| preschool programfor children 5 years of age or under an

2 | opportunity to receive a child devel opnent associ ate

3| credential, or its equivalent, and to receive other training
4| to enhance their skills.

5 e I r . L I it I
6 . b . » . I I

21 hei-rof . ey o

8 Section 9. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, subsections
9] (6) and (8) of section 402.45, Florida Statutes, are anmended
10| to read:

11 402.45 Comunity resource nother or father program --
12 (6) The community resource nother or father program
13 | shall be included under the jurisdiction of the Children First
14 | State coordi nati ng council fer—Earty—Chitdhootd—Services

15| established pursuant to s. 411.21 41%3222. The coordinating
16 | council shall make recomendations for effective

17 | i npl enentati on of the program and shall advise the Departnent
18 | of Children and Fam | y Heatth—and—Rehabititative Services in
19 | t he devel opnent of program gui delines, the schedule for

20 | i npl enentation, the establishnment of eval uation procedures,
21| the provision of technical assistance to individual prograns,
22 | and the devel opnent of the program eval uati on report.

23 (8) Individuals under contract to provide community
24 | resource nother or father services shall participate in

25 | preservice and ongoing training as determ ned by the

26 | Departnent of Children and Fanily Heatth—antd—Rehabititative
27 | Services in consultation with the Children First State

28 | coordi nating council fer—FEarty—thitdhootd—Serviees. A comunity
29 | resource nmother or father shall not be assigned a client

30 | caseload until all preservice training requirenents are

31| conpl et ed
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Section 10. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, paragraph (b)
of subsection (2) and paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (5)
of section 411.204, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

411. 204 Program eval uati on desi gn and conduct;

i ndependent third-party eval uation. --

(2)

(b) Major responsibilities for the evaluator in each
such office shall include, but not be limted to, the
following activities:

1. Coordinating with other intraagency and interagency
eval uators, eval uators of prototypes established pursuant to
part 111, and other related project eval uators, the—State

r . L I it I . i shed
putstant—to—s—411222(4)—and i ndependent third-party

eval uat ors.

2. Facilitating and docunenting intradepartnental and
i nterdepartnental decisions and acconplishnents, including,
but not |linmted to, strategic planning, nenoranda of
i nt eragency agreenent, and the continuum of services.

3. Assisting in the devel opnent of processes and
criteria for decisionnmaking and conflict resol ution

4. ldentifying and docunenting probl ens which inhibit
program i npl enentati on, and screening alternative solutions to
t hose probl ens.

5. ldentifying and docunenting unantici pated program
benefits and probl ens.

6. Providing technical assistance to related
i ntraheadquarters and interheadquarters prograns and
field-based prototypes and rel ated prograns.

7. Assisting in the design and inpl enentation of
timely, unbiased, decision-oriented nechanisns for identifying

23
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and bridging jurisdictional lines within and across agencies
to address the needs of high-risk children and their famlies.

8. Devel opi ng processes for the cl earinghouses
establi shed pursuant to s. 411.222, to ensure that judgnents
and deci sions regardi ng exenpl ary, effective prograns and
services are based upon an accunul ati on and anal ysi s of
avail abl e quantitative and qualitative eval uati on evi dence,

t he experience of practitioners, input fromfamlies of
hi gh-risk children, and consistency of such findings with
ot her research and know edge.

9. ldentifying processes for the clearinghouses to
devel op and utilize dissem nation and diffusion nmechani sns
whi ch ensure the exportability of exenplary and effective
prograns to new sites.

During the initial year of inplenentation, evaluation shal
focus upon needs assessnent and planning. During subsequent
years, evaluation shall focus upon the devel opnent of sol ution
alternatives, inplenentation of plans, and sunmative
eval uati on.

(5)

(c) The uniform eval uati on desi gn system shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

1. Activities and prograns related to intraagency and
i nt eragency coordi nati on antd—to—the—State—Coordinating—Counett+
feor—Earty—Chitdhood—Servieces—estabb-shed—pursuant—toe—s—
411222

2. Evaluation of the nanagenent systems and procedures
for the continuumas set forth in s. 411.203(9)(f).

24
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3. Activities and prototypes related to conprehensive
services for high-risk infants and toddlers and their famlies
as specified in part I11.

4. Program eval uation of ss. 230.2303, 402.27, 402.28,
402. 45, and 402.47 and other prograns directly related to the
intent of this chapter

Such eval uati on design systemshall be based upon the
achi evenent of desired outcones resulting from prevention or
early intervention efforts

(d) The independent third-party eval uators shal
utilize data and eval uation findings provided through
i ntraagency, interagency, prototype, and fiel d-based project
eval uations, in addition to other data which they shal
i ndependently coll ect. Evaluation reports shall include, but
not be linmted to, the foll ow ng:

1. Analyses of the nature and effectiveness of
i ntraagency and interagency activities required by this

chapt er, of—the—State—Coorditnating—Councit—for—Earty—Chitdhood
Servi-ees;of prototypes established pursuant to part 111, and

of other field-based prograns and operations as specified in
subpar agraph (c)4.

2. Analyses of the nature and effectiveness of the
devel opnent, revisions, and use of the continuum of
conpr ehensi ve services, of strategic planning, of
cl eari nghouse operations, and of the nenorandum of interagency
agr eenent .

3. Formative and summative eval uations which shal
ensure that the Legislature and agency heads nake deci si ons
consistent with the provisions of paragraph (1)(a). Such
eval uations shall include, but not be limted to, design
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ef fectiveness; effectiveness of each delivery system

partici pant outcones as specified in the evaluation design
cost-effectiveness and estimates of future savings;
assessnents of the use of resources; of adm nistrative and
governance structures; of policies and procedures; of staff
gualifications; of programmtic nethodol ogi es; of eval uation
net hodol ogi es; and of the quality and effectiveness of the
prograns delivered to high-risk children and their famlies.

Section 11. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, subsection
(2) of section 411.221, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

411. 221 Prevention and early assistance strategic
pl an; agency responsibilities.--

(2) The strategic plan and subsequent plan revisions
shal | incorporate and otherwi se utilize, to the fullest extent
possi bl e, the evaluation findings and recommendati ons from
i ntraagency, independent third-party, field projects, and
audi t or general eval uati ons;—as—weH—as—the—+econmmendations—of
the—State—Coordinating—Counci-—for—Earty—Chit-dhood—Services.

Section 12. Effective Decenber 31, 1998, subsection

(4) of section 411.222, Florida Statutes, is repeal ed.

Section 13. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
act shall take effect July 1 of the year in which enacted.
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3
Creates the Children First Pro?ranl to ﬂrovide for

4 coordination and integration of early childhood health,
care, and education prograns |eading to school readi ness.

5 Creates a governin oard to adm ni Ster the program an
establish goals and policies. Creates a coordinating

6 council to assess exlsting standards and servi ces and
make recommendations to the board, facilitate and nonitor

7 | ocal inplenentation, and submt to the State Board of
Education and i nplenent a system for neasuring school

8 readi ness, Provides for staff and funding for the board
and council. Authorizes contracts for tecChnica

9 assi stance. Provides for county Children First ]
coalitions, to include |ocal nenbers of organizations and

10 agenci es providing services to children. Requires each
coalition to develop a community plan_ for_increased

11 school readiness. Provides for ctoalition initiation
grants for_ devel opnent of conmunity plans, and bl ock

12 rant funding for inplenentation of approved pl ans.
peci fies plan requirenents, and procedures and schedul es

13 for grant tunding. Provides for evaluation and
erformance neaslres. Requires annual reports to the

14 egi slature. Provides responsibilities of the Governor's
Comm ssion on Education for initial inplenentation of the

15 act. Provides for creation of |ocal school readi ness
coalitions, plans, and grants, according to procedures of

16 t he School Readi ness Coimm ssion. Repeal S the State
Coordinating Council for Early Childhood Services. See

17 bill for defails.
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