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HOUSE AMENDMENT
hbd4383- 09 Bill No. CS/CS/HB 4383

Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Brennan offered the follow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Renove fromthe bill: Everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert in lieu thereof:

Section 1. Section 411.09, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

411.09 Healthy opportunity for school readi ness

program - -

(1) LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS. - -
(a) Current standards for neasuring school readi ness

are nonuni form and hi ghly subjective. Measurenents by these

standards indicate that approximately 36,000 or 20 percent of

Florida children were neasured as not ready for school when

they entered kindergarten in the 1996-1997 school year
(b) The Florida Partnership for Children First, Inc.
is assigned the responsibility under s. 411.01 of providing

reliabl e school readiness instrunents, which instrunents shal

be admi nistered under the oversight of the Children First

Coal i ti ons.
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(c) Nunerous credible studi es have denonstrated the

i nportance of school readiness to a child' s success in school

and the cost savings, particularly in terns of | ess dependence

on specialized services and greater |ifelong opportunity,

achieved in enlarging the percentage of children who attain

school readi ness before they enter school

(d) The public K-12 school systemcould better perform

its nmission of K-12 education if there were a higher

percentage of children entering the public K-12 school system

who were neasured as ready for school
(2) LEG SLATIVE INTENT.--1t is the intent of the
Legislature to provide a program of enhancenment of healthy

opportunity by increasing school readiness to the nmaxi num

extent feasible before a child enters the public K-12 schoo

system
(3) HEALTHY OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM ELIGBILITY COF
CHILD. --The healthy opportunity for school readi ness program

is established and shall be avail able on a first-cone,

first-served basis to children who are neasured no | ater than

February of the year in which they will enter kindergarten as

not ready for school. Participation shall be entirely at the

option of the parent or guardi an.
(4) HEALTHY OPPORTUNI TY CHARTER KI NDERGARTEN. - - For the
pur pose of assisting children who are neasured as not ready

for school to attain success in school by enhancing their

opportunity for school readiness, the Florida Partnership for

Children First, Inc., shall operate the healthy opportunity

for school readiness programwith the foll owing m ni mum

conponent s:
(a) Each Children First Coalition, as part of the
children first plan, shall establish and nmintain charter
2
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ki ndergarten programinformation to provide i nformati on and

assi stance to parents or guardians of eligible children who

wi sh to enhance their child' s opportunity for school readiness

by choosing a charter kindergarten of the parent's choice.

Charter kindergartens nust be fornmed under s. 228.056, and

shall submit infornmation requested by the Children First

Coalition for purposes of inforned parental choice, shal

agree to the goal of the child attaining school readi ness, and

shal |l agree to administer the school readi ness screening

i nstrunents.

(b) Al selections and all enroll nent and

transportati on arrangenents shall be the parents' or

guardi ans' responsibility, but the Children First Coalition

shall provide full information, including infornmation

regardi ng teacher credentials, and adequate gui dance and

assi stance to enable the parents or guardians to nake a fully

i nformed choice and easily facilitated arrangenents.
(c) The Children First Coalition shall provide for
fol |l oup neasurenent of the children who participate in the

program to neasure their school readi ness after a year of

attending a charter kindergarten programand prior to entering

first grade. The coalition shall annually report to the

Children First Partnership, using objective data, the

di fferences in school readiness, if any, between conparable

groups of children based on whether or not they attended a

charter kindergarten.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is amended as foll ows:
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On page 1, line 4, through page 1, line 9
renove fromthe title of the bill: all of said |ines

and insert in lieu thereof:
opportunity for school readi ness program
providing | egislative findings and intent;
providing for operation by the Florida
Partnership for Children First, Inc.; providing
eligibility requirenments and program
conponents; providing an effective date.
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