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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 441
By Representatives Sanderson, Safley, Lawson, Bainter
e

Fl anagan, Rayson, Dennis, Ball, Nhygard n, Cosgrove, Lippnman
and ckey

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the operational
responsibilities of the Conptroller; anending
s. 17.20, F.S.; providing for the collection by
contractors of certain fees and expenses on
uncl ai ned property; anmending s. 17.325, F.S.
revising language with respect to the
governnental efficiency hotline and Get Lean
t el ephone calls; anmending s. 687.143, F.S.
providing for the deposit of certain fines into
the Division of Financial |nvestigations
Adm ni strative Trust Fund; anending s. 939.01
F.S.; providing for the inclusion of certain
costs of investigators of the Division of
Fi nanci al Investigations in the judgnent for
cost in crimnal convictions; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 17.20, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:
17.20 Assignnent of clains for collection.--

(1) The Departnent of Banking and Finance shall charge
the state attorneys with the collection of all clains that are
placed in their hands for collection of noney or property for
the state or any county or special district, or that it
otherwi se requires themto collect. The charges are evidence
of indebtedness of a state attorney agai nst whom any charge is
made for the full amount of the claim until the charges have
been collected and paid into the treasury of the state or of
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the county or special district or the |egal renedies of the
state have been exhausted, or until the state attorney
denonstrates to the departnent that the failure to collect the
charges is not due to negligence and the departnent has nade a
proper entry of satisfaction of the charge agai nst the state
attorney.

(2) The departnent may assign the collection of any
claimto a collection agent who is registered and in good
standi ng pursuant to chapter 559, if the departnent determ nes
the assignation to be cost-effective. The departnent nmay pay
an agent from any anount collected under the claima fee that
t he departnent and the agent have agreed upon; nmmy authorize
the agent to deduct the fee fromthe anpbunt coll ected; nay
require the appropriate state agency, county, or special
district to pay the agent the fee fromany anount collected by
the agent on its behalf; or nay authorize the agent to add the
fee to the anpbunt to be coll ected.

(3) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of law, in any

contract providing for the |location or collection of unclained

property, the departnent nmy authorize the contractor to

deduct its fees and expenses for services provided under the

contract fromthe unclained property that the contractor has

recovered or collected under the contract.

Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section
17.325, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, are anmended to
read:

17.325 CGovernnental efficiency hotline; duties of
Conptroller. --

(1) By Septenber 1, 1992, the Conptroller shal
establish and operate a statewide toll-free tel ephone hotline
to receive information or suggestions fromthe citizens of
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this state on howto inprove the operation of governnent,

i ncrease governnental efficiency, and elinnate waste in
governnent. The Conptroller shall report each nonth to the
Appropriations Conmittee of the House of Representatives and
of the Senate the information or suggestions received through
the hotline and the eval uati ons and determn nati ons nade by the
af fected agency €Cempt+roetter, as provided in subsection (3),

Wi th respect to such information or suggestions.

(2) The Conptroller shall operate the hotline 24 hours
a day. The Conptroller shall advertise the availability of the
hotline in newspapers each—rewspaper of general circulation in
this state and shall provide for the posting of notices in
conspi cuous places in state agency offices, city halls, county
courthouses, and places in which there is exposure to
signi fi cant nunbers of the general public, including, but not
limted to, local convenience stores, shopping malls, shopping
centers, gasoline stations, or restaurants. The Conptroller

shal | use the slogan, "Tell us where we can 'Get Lean'," for
the hotline and in advertisenents for the hotline.
(3) Each tel ephone call on the hotline shall be

received by the office of the Conptroller, and the Conptroller

shal |l conduct an evaluation to determne if it is appropriate

for the tel ephone call to be processed as a Get Lean tel ephone

call. |If it is determned that the tel ephone call should be

processed as a Get Lean tel ephone call,a record of each

suggestion or itemof information received shall be entered
into a log kept by the Conptroller. A caller eaHH on the
hotline nay remain be anonynous and, if the caller provides

his or her nane, the nane shall be confidential. |If a caller

di scl oses that he or she is a state enpl oyee, the Conptroll er
in addition to maintaining a record as required by this
3
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1| section, may refer any infornmation or suggestion fromthe

2| caller to an existing state awards program adni ni stered by the
3 kU>af f ect ed agency bepartrent—of—ivanagenrent—Services—or—by—the
4 | State—University—System The affected agency CenptroHer

5] shall conduct a prelinmnary evaluation of the efficacy of any
6 | suggestion or itemof information received through the hotline
7| and shall provide the Conptroller with make a prelininary

8 | determ nation of the anmobunt of revenues the state m ght save
9| by inplenenting the suggestion or nmaki ng use of such

10 | i nformati on.

11 Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 687.143, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 687.143 Loan brokers; investigations; cease and desi st
14 | orders; adm nistrative fines.--

15 (3) The departnent may inpose and collect an

16 | adninistrative fine agai nst any person found to have viol at ed
17 | any provision of this act, any rule or order pronul gated by
18 | the departnent, or any witten agreenent entered into with the
19 | departnent in any anmount not to exceed $5,000 for each such
20| violation. Al fines collected hereunder shall be deposited
21| in the Division of Financial Investigations Adm nistrative
22 | Trust Fund bivi-sten—of—FinanceRegutatory—TFrust—und.
23 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 939.01, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:
25 939.01 Judgnent for costs on conviction.--
26 (1) In all crimnal cases the costs of prosecution
27 | including investigative costs incurred by |aw enforcenent
28 | agencies, and by fire departnents for arson investigations,
29 | and by investigations of the Division of Financia
30| Investigations of the Departnent of Banking and Fi nance,if
31 | requested and docunented by such agencies, shall be included
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1| and entered in the judgnment rendered agai nst the convicted

2 | person.

3 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

41| 1 aw.
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7 HOUSE SUMVARY

8
Revi ses provisions of lawrelating to the Conptroller to:

9 1. Provide for fees to contractors with respect to
uncl ai ned _property. ]

10 . 2. Revise language with respect to the governnental
eff|C|enc§ hotline. ™, _

11 3. evi se requirements with respect to "Get Lean"
t el ephone cal | s. ] ] ]

12 4. Provide for the deposit of described fees into
the Division of Financial I|nvestigations Adm nistrative

13 Trust Fund.
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