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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4427

Ey the Committee on Business Regul ation & Consuner Affairs
and Representatives Qgl es, Chestnut and Dawson-VWite

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to physician assistants;
anendi ng ss. 458. 347 and 459. 022, F.S.
providing for licensure rather than
certification of physician assistants;
prescribing qualifications for |icensure and
revi sing provisions governing exani nations;
revising provisions relating to del egation of
prescriptive authority to a physician assistant
and requiring certain notice of any change in
prescriptive privileges; anending ss. 39.01
154. 04, 232.46, 232.465, 240.4067, 395.0191
627. 351, 627.357, 766.105, 766.1115, 984.03,
and 985.03, F.S.; conformng other statutory
provi sions; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 458.347, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

458. 347 Physici an assistants. --

(1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. - -

(a) The purpose of this section is to encourage nore
effective utilization of the skills of physicians or groups of
physi cians by enabling themto del egate health care tasks to
gual i fi ed assi stants when such delegation is consistent with
the patient's health and wel fare.

(b) In order that maxi mum skills may be obtai ned
within a mninmumtine period of education, a physician
assi stant shall be specialized to the extent that he or she
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can operate efficiently and effectively in the specialty areas
in which he or she has been trained or is experienced.

(c) The purpose of this section is to encourage the
utilization of physician assistants by physicians and to all ow
for innovative devel opnent of prograns for the education of
physi ci an assi stants.

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section

(a) "Approved progranmt neans a program fornally
approved by the boards, for the education of physician
assi stants.

(b) "Boards" neans the Board of Mdicine and the Board
of Osteopat hic Medi ci ne.

(c) "Council" neans the Council on Physician
Assi st ant s.

(d) "Trainee" neans a person who is currently enrolled
in an approved program

(e) "Physician assistant" neans a person who is a
graduate of an approved programor its equivalent or neets
st andar ds approved by the boards and is licensed eertified to
perform nedi cal services del egated by the supervising
physi ci an.

(f) "Supervision" neans responsible supervision and
control. Except in cases of energency, supervision requires
the easy availability or physical presence of the licensed
physician for consultation and direction of the actions of the
physi cian assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the
term"easy availability" includes the ability to communicate
by way of teleconmunication. The boards shall establish rules
as to what constitutes responsible supervision of the
physi ci an assi stant.

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4427
190- 909- 98

(g) "Proficiency exami nation" neans an entry-|evel
exam nati on approved by the boards, including, but not limted
to, those exami nations adm nistered by the National Comn ssion
on Certification of Physician Assistants.

(h) "Continuing nedical education" neans courses
recogni zed and approved by the boards, the American Acadeny of
Physi ci an Assistants, the Anerican Medical Association, the
Aneri can Osteopathic Association, or the Accreditation Counci
on Continui ng Medi cal Education

(3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVI SI NG PHYSI CI AN. - - Each
physi cian or group of physicians supervising a |licensed
eertifed physician assistant nust be qualified in the nedica
areas in which the physician assistant is to performand shal
be individually or collectively responsible and Iiable for the
perfornmance and the acts and omi ssions of the physician
assi stant. A physician may not supervise nore than four
currently |licensed eertifi+ed physician assistants at any one
time.

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - -

(a) The boards shall adopt, by rule, the general
principles that supervising physicians nust use in devel oping
the scope of practice of a physician assistant under direct
supervi si on and under indirect supervision. These principles
shal | recognize the diversity of both specialty and practice
settings in which physician assistants are used.

(b) This chapter does not prevent third-party payors
from rei nbursi ng enpl oyers of physician assistants for covered
services rendered by licensed eertif+ed physician assi stants.

(c) Licensed €Gertified physician assistants may not be
denied clinical hospital privileges, except for cause, so |ong
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as the supervising physician is a staff nenber in good
st andi ng.

(d) A supervisory physician nay delegate to a |licensed
eertifed physician assistant, pursuant to a witten protocol
the authority to act according to s. 154.04(1)(c). Such
del egated authority is limted to the supervising physician's
practice in connection with a county health departnent as
defined and established pursuant to chapter 154. The boards
shal | adopt rules governing the supervision of physician
assi stants by physicians in county health departnents.

(e) A supervisory physician nmay delegate to a fully
| i censed eerti+f+ed physician assistant the authority to
prescribe any nedication used in the supervisory physician's
practice if such nedication is |listed on the fornulary created
pursuant to paragraph (f). A fully licensed eertified
physi ci an assistant may only prescribe such nedi cati on under
the follow ng circunstances:

1. A physician assistant nust clearly identify to the
patient that he or she is a physician assistant. Furthernore,
t he physician assistant nust informthe patient that the
patient has the right to see the physician prior to any
prescription being prescribed by the physician assistant.

2. The supervisory physician nust notify the
departnment of his or her intent to delegate, on a
departnment - approved form before del egating such authority and
notify the departnent of any change in prescriptive privileges

of wit] | e : | i : it edby the

physi ci an assi stant.

3. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnent, before commencing to prescribe, evidence that he
or she has conpleted a continuing nedical education course of
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at |l east 3 classroomhours in prescriptive practice, conducted
by an accredited program approved by the boards, which course
covers the limtations, responsibilities, and privil eges

i nvolved in prescribing nedicinal drugs, or evidence that he
or she has received education conparable to the conti nuing
educati on course as part of an accredited physician assistant
trai ni ng program

4. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnent, before commencing to prescribe, evidence that the
physi cian assistant has a mninmumof 3 nonths of clinical
experience in the specialty area of the supervising physician

5. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnment a signed affidavit that he or she has conpleted a
m ni rum of 10 continui ng nedi cal education hours in the
specialty practice in which the physician assistant has
prescriptive privileges with each licensure eertifHecation
renewal application.

6. The departnent shall issue a |license eertift+eation
and a prescriber nunber to the physician assistant granting
authority for the prescribing of nedicinal drugs authorized
wi thin this paragraph upon conpletion of the foregoing
requi rements.

7. The prescription nust be witten in a formthat
conplies with chapter 499 and nust contain, in addition to the
supervi sory physician's nane, address, and tel ephone nunber
t he physician assistant's prescriber nunber. The prescription
nmust be filled in a pharmacy pernitted under chapter 465 and
nmust be di spensed in that pharmacy by a pharmaci st |icensed
under chapter 465. The appearance of the prescriber nunber
creates a presunption that the physician assistant is
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1| authorized to prescribe the nedicinal drug and the

2| prescription is valid.

3 8. The physician assistant nust note the prescription
4] in the appropriate nedical record, and the supervisory

5| physician nmust review and sign each notation. For dispensing
6 | purposes only, the failure of the supervisory physician to

7| conply with these requirenents does not affect the validity of
8 | the prescription

9 9. This paragraph does not prohibit a supervisory

10 | physician fromdel egating to a physician assistant the

11| authority to order nedication for a hospitalized patient of
12 | the supervisory physician

13

14 | This paragraph does not apply to facilities |icensed pursuant
15| to chapter 395.

16 (f)1. There is created a five-nenber committee

17 | appoi nted by the Secretary brreetor of Health €are

18 | Admintstrat+onr. The conmittee nust be conposed of one fully
19 | | i censed eertified physician assistant |icensed eertified

20 | pursuant to this section or s. 459.022, two physicians

21| licensed pursuant to this chapter, one of whom supervises a
22 | fully licensed physician assistant, one osteopathic physician
23 | licensed pursuant to chapter 459, and one pharnaci st |icensed
24 | pursuant to chapter 465 who is not |licensed pursuant to this
25 | chapter or chapter 459. The conmittee shall establish a

26 | formulary of medicinal drugs for which a fully |icensed

27 | eertiHed physician assistant may prescribe. The formulary
28 | may not include controlled substances as defined in chapter
29| 893, antineoplastics, antipsychotics, radi opharnmaceuticals,
30 | general anesthetics or radiographic contrast naterials, or any
31| parenteral preparations except insulin and epinephrine.
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2. Only the comrittee shall add to, delete from or
nodi fy the fornulary. Any person who requests an addition
del etion, or nodification of a nmedicinal drug listed on such
fornmul ary has the burden of proof to show cause why such
addi tion, deletion, or nodification should be nade.

3. The boards shall adopt the formulary required by
this paragraph, and each addition, deletion, or nodification
to the formulary, by rule. Notw thstandi ng any provision of
chapter 120 to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be
effective 60 days after the date it is filed with the
Secretary of State. Upon adoption of the fornulary, the
departnment shall mail a copy of such forrmulary to each fully
| i censed eerti+f+ed physician assistant and to each pharmacy
licensed by the state. The boards shall establish, by rule, a
fee not to exceed $200 to fund the provisions of this
par agraph and paragraph (e).

(5) PERFORMANCE BY TRAI NEES. - - Not wi t hst andi ng any
other law, a trainee may perform nedi cal services when such
services are rendered within the scope of an approved program

(6) PROGRAM APPROVAL. - -

(a) The boards shall approve prograns, based on
reconmendati ons by the council, for the education and training
of physician assistants which neet standards established by
rule of the boards. The council nay recommend only those
physi ci an assistant prograns that hold full accreditation or
provi sional accreditation fromthe Conmi ssion on Accreditation
of Allied Health Prograns or its successor organi zation. Any
educational institution offering a physician assistant program
approved by the boards pursuant to this paragraph nmay al so
of fer the physician assistant program authorized in paragraph
(c) for unlicensed physicians.
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1 (b) The boards shall adopt and publish standards to
2 | ensure that such prograns operate in a manner that does not
3 | endanger the health or welfare of the patients who receive
4| services within the scope of the prograns. The boards shal
5| reviewthe quality of the curricula, faculties, and facilities
6 | of such prograns and take whatever other action is necessary
7| to determine that the purposes of this section are being net.
8 (c) Any community college with the approval of the
9| State Board of Conmunity Coll eges may conduct a physician
10 | assi stant programwhich shall apply for national accreditation
11 | through the Anmerican Medical Association's Comrittee on Allied
12 | Heal th, Education, and Accreditation, or its successor
13 | organi zation, and which may adnmit unlicensed physicians, as
14 | aut hori zed in subsection (7), who are graduates of foreign
15| nedical schools listed with the Wrld Health Organization
16 | The unlicensed physician nust have been a resident of this
17 | state for a mninumof 12 nonths imediately prior to
18 | adnission to the program An eval uati on of knowl edge base by
19 | examination shall be required to grant advanced academ c
20| credit and to fulfill the necessary requirenents to graduate.
21| A mininmm of one 16-week senester of supervised clinical and
22 | didactic education, which may be conpl eted sinultaneously,
23| shall be required before graduation fromthe program All
24 | other provisions of this section shall renmain in effect.
25 (7) PHYSI ClI AN ASSI STANT LI CENSURE CERFHHCATHON. - -
26 (a) Any person desiring to be |icensed eerti-fHed as a
27 | physi cian assistant nust apply to the departnent. The
28 | departnent shall issue a |license eertifieate to any person
29 | certified by the council as having net the foll ow ng
30 | requirenents:
31 1. Is at |east 18 years of age
8
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2. Has satisfactorily passed a proficiency exanination
by an acceptabl e score established by the National Comn ssion
on Certification of Physician Assistants. |If an applicant
does not hold a current certificate issued by the Nationa
Conmi ssion on Certification of Physician Assistants and has
not actively practiced as a physician assistant within the
i medi ately preceding 4 years, the applicant nust retake and
successfully conplete the entry-1level exanination of the
Nati onal Conmmi ssion on Certification of Physician Assistants
to be eligible for |icensure eertifieation.

3. Has conmpleted the application formand remtted an
application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
application for |icensure eertifieation made by a physician
assi stant nust include:

a. Acertificate of conpletion of a physician
assi stant training programspecified in subsection (6).

b. A sworn statenent of any prior felony convictions.

c. A sworn statenent of any previous revocation or
denial of licensure or certification in any state.

d. Two letters of recomendation

(b)1. Notwithstandi ng subparagraph (a)2. and
sub- subparagraph (a)3.a., the departnent shall exam ne each
appl i cant who the Board of Medicine certifies:

a. Has conmpleted the application formand renitted a
nonr ef undabl e application fee not to exceed $500 and an
exam nation fee not to exceed $300, plus the actual cost to
the departnent to provide the exanmination. The exanination
fee is refundable if the applicant is found to be ineligible
to take the exam nation. The departnent shall not require the

applicant to pass a separate practical conponent of the

exam nation. For exaninations given after July 1, 1998,
9
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conpet enci es nmeasured through practical exaninations shall be

i ncorporated into the witten exanination through a

nmul ti pl e-choi ce format. The departnent shall translate the

exam nation into the native | anguage of any applicant who
requests and agrees to pay all costs of such translation
provided that the translation request is filed with the board

office no later than 9 nonths before the schedul ed exam nati on

and the applicant renits translation fees as specified by the

departnment no later than 6 nonths before the schedul ed

exam nation, and provided that the applicant denobnstrates to

the departnent the ability to conmunicate orally in basic
English. If the applicant is unable to pay transl ation costs,

the applicant nmay take the next avail able exanmination in

English if the applicant subnits a request in witing by the

application deadline and if the applicant is otherw se

eligible under this section. To denpbnstrate the ability to

communi cate orally in basic English, a passing score or grade

is required, as deternmi ned by the departnent or organization

t hat devel oped it, on one of the followi ng English

exani nati ons:
(1) The test for spoken English (TSE), by the
Educati onal Testing Service (ETS);

(I1) The test of English as a foreign | anguage
(TCEFL), by ETS;

(111) A high school or college |level English Course;

(1V) The English exanmi nation for citizenship, by the

United States Inmmigration and Naturalization Service.

10
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1| A notarized copy of an Educational Conm ssion for Foreign

2| Medical Graduates (ECFM5 certificate nmay al so be used to

3| denpbnstrate the ability to communicate in basic English

4 b. 1s an unlicensed physician who graduated froma

5| foreign nedical school listed with the Wrld Health

6 | Organi zati on who has not previously taken and failed the

7 | exani nati on of the National Conmission on Certification of

8 | Physician Assistants and who has been certified by the Board
9| of Medicine as having net the requirenments for licensure as a
10 | nedi cal doctor by exami nation as set forth in s. 458.311(1),
111 (3), (4), and (5), with the exception that the applicant is
12 | not required to have conpl eted an approved residency of at

13| least 1 year and the applicant is not required to have passed
14 ) the licensing exam nation specified under s. 458.311 or hold a
15 ] valid, active certificate issued by the Educati onal Conmi ssion
16 | for Forei gn Medical G aduates.

17 c. Wis eligible and made initial application for

18 | certification as a physician assistant in this state between
19| July 1, 1990, and June 30, 1991

20 d. Was a resident of this state on July 1, 1990, or
21| was licensed or certified in any state in the United States as
22 | a physician assistant on July 1, 1990.

23 2. The departnent may grant tenporary |licensure

24 | eertiHeation to an applicant who neets the requirenents of
25 | subparagraph 1. Between neetings of the council, the

26 | departnment may grant tenporary |icensure eertifieation to

27 | practice based on the conpletion of all tenporary |licensure
28 | eertiHeation requirenents. Al such administratively issued
29 | li censes certifieations shall be reviewed and acted on at the
30 | next regular neeting of the council. A tenporary license

31 | eertiHcate expires upon receipt and notice of scores to the
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1] licensee eertificatehotder fromthe first available

2 | exami nation specified in subparagraph 1. following |licensure

3 | eertitieati+on by the departnent. An applicant who fails the

4 | proficiency exanmnation is no longer tenporarily licensed

5| eertiti+ed, but nay apply for a one-tine extension of tenporary
6| |licensure eertifieat+on after reapplying for the next

7 | avai l abl e exani nati on. Extended |icensure eertification shal

8 | expire upon failure of the |licensee eertifi+eatehotder to sit

9| for the next avail able exami nation or upon recei pt and notice
10 | of scores to the licensee ecertificatehotder from such

11 | examination

12 3. Notwithstandi ng any other provision of [aw, the

13 | exami nation specified pursuant to subparagraph 1. shall be

14 | adninistered by the departnment only five tines. Applicants

15| certified by the board for exami nation shall receive at |east
16 | 6 nonths' notice of eligibility prior to the adm nistration of
17 | the initial exami nation. Subsequent exam nations shall be

18 | adninistered at 1l-year intervals follow ng determnedby—the
19 | departrent—after the reporting of the scores of the first and
20 | subsequent exani nations examnati+on. For the purposes of this
21 | paragraph, the departnent may devel op, contract for the
22 | devel opnent of, purchase, or approve an exanination, including
23| a practical conponent, that adequately neasures an applicant's
24 | ability to practice with reasonable skill and safety. The
25 | mi ni rum passi ng score on the exam nation shall be established
26 | by the departnment, with the advice of the board. Those
27 | applicants failing to pass that exanination or any subsequent
28 | exam nation shall receive notice of the adnministration of the
29 | next exam nation with the notice of scores follow ng such
30 | exami nation. Any applicant who passes the examni nation and
31| neets the requirenents of this section shall be |licensed
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1| eertif+ed as a physician assistant with all rights defined

2 | thereby.

3 (c) The license eertifiecation nust be renewed

4| biennially. Each renewal rmrust include:

5 1. Arenewal fee not to exceed $500 as set by the

6 | boards.

7 2. A sworn statement of no felony convictions in the

8 | previous 2 years.

9 (d) Each |icensed eertif+ed physician assistant shal
10 | biennially conplete 100 hours of continuing nedical education
11 ) or shall hold a current certificate issued by the Nationa
12 | Conmission on Certification of Physician Assistants.

13 (e) Upon enploynent as a physician assistant, a

14 | | i censed eertif+ed physician assistant nust notify the

15| departnent in witing within 30 days after such enpl oynent or
16 | after any subsequent changes in the supervising physician. The
17 | notification nmust include the full nane, Florida nedica

18 | i cense nunber, specialty, and address of the supervising

19 | physi ci an.

20 (f) Notwi thstandi ng subparagraph (a)2., the departnent
21 | may grant to a recent graduate of an approved program as

22 | specified in subsection (6), a tenmporary |icense eertifieation
23| to expire upon receipt of scores of the proficiency

24 | exam nation adninistered by the National Conmi ssion on

25| Certification of Physician Assistants. Between neetings of

26 | the council, the departnment may grant a tenporary |license

27 | eertiHeation to practice based on the conpletion of al

28 | tenporary |icensure eertifieation requirenents. Al such

29 | administratively issued |icenses eertifieattons shall be

30| reviewed and acted on at the next regular neeting of the

31| council. The recent graduate may be |icensed eertified prior
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1| to enploynent, but nust conply with paragraph (e). An

2 | applicant who has passed the proficiency exanination nmay be

3| granted pernmanent |icensure eertifHecation. An applicant

4| failing the proficiency exanination is no | onger tenporarily
5] licensed eertifi+ed, but may reapply for a 1l-year extension of
6 | tenporary licensure eertif+eation. An applicant nmay not be

7| granted nore than two tenporary |icenses eertifieates and may
8 | not be licensed eertified as a physician assistant until he or
9 | she passes the exam nation adm nistered by the Nationa

10 | Conmission on Certification of Physician Assistants. As

11 | prescribed by board rule, the council nmay require an applicant
12 | who does not pass the licensing exanination after five or nore
13| attenpts to conplete additional renedial education or

14 | training. The council shall prescribe the additiona

15| requirenents in a manner that permits the applicant to

16 | conplete the requirenents and be reexanmined within 2 years

17 | after the date the applicant petitions the council to retake
18 | the examination a sixth or subsequent tine.

19 (g) The Board of Medicine may inmpose any of the

20| penalties specified in ss. 455.227 and 458.331(2) upon a

21 | physician assistant if the physician assistant or the

22 | supervi sing physician has been found guilty of or is being

23 | investigated for any act that constitutes a violation of this
24 | chapter or chapter 455.

25 (8) DELEGATI ON OF POAERS AND DUTI ES. - - The boards may
26 | del egate such powers and duties to the council as they may

27 | deem pr oper.

28 (9) COUNCIL ON PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - - The Council on
29 | Physician Assistants is created within the departnent.

30 (a) The council shall consist of five nenbers

31| appointed as foll ows:
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1. The chairperson of the Board of Medicine shal
appoi nt three nenbers who are physicians and nenbers of the
Board of Medicine. One of the physicians nust supervise a
physi cian assistant in the physician's practi ce.

2. The chairperson of the Board of Osteopathic
Medi ci ne shal |l appoint one nenber who is a physician and a
nmenber of the Board of Osteopathic Mdicine.

3. The secretary of the departnent or his or her
desi gnee shall appoint a fully |licensed eertified physician
assi stant |licensed under this chapter or chapter 459.

(b) Two of the nenbers appointed to the council nust
be physicians who supervi se physician assistants in their
practice. Menbers shall be appointed to terns of 4 years,
except that of the initial appointnents, two nenbers shall be
appointed to terns of 2 years, two nenbers shall be appointed
to terms of 3 years, and one nenber shall be appointed to a
termof 4 years, as established by rule of the boards.

Council nenbers nmay not serve nobre than two consecutive terns.
The council shall annually elect a chairperson fromanong its
nmenbers.

(c) The council shall:

1. Reconmend to the departnent the licensure
eertifHeat+on of physician assistants.

2. Develop all rules regulating the use of physician
assi stants by physicians under this chapter and chapter 459,
except for rules relating to the forrmulary devel oped under
paragraph (4)(f). The council shall also develop rules to
ensure that the continuity of supervision is maintained in
each practice setting. The boards shall consider adopting a
proposed rul e devel oped by the council at the regularly
schedul ed neeting i Mmediately foll owi ng the subm ssion of the
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proposed rule by the council. A proposed rule submtted by
the council may not be adopted by either board unless both
boards have accepted and approved the identical |anguage
contained in the proposed rule. The | anguage of all proposed
rules submitted by the council nust be approved by both boards
pursuant to each respective board's guidelines and standards
regardi ng the adoption of proposed rules. If either board
rejects the council's proposed rule, that board nust specify
its objection to the council with particularity and include
any recommendations it nmay have for the nodification of the
proposed rul e.

3. Make recommendations to the boards regarding al
matters relating to physician assistants.

4. Address concerns and problens of practicing
physician assistants in order to i nprove safety in the
clinical practices of |icensed eertifHed physician assistants.

(10) I NACTIVE AND DELI NQUENT STATUS. --A license
eertifeate on inactive or delinquent status nmay be
reactivated only as provided in s. 455.271

(11) PENALTY. --Any person who has not been |licensed
eertif+ed by the council and approved by the departnent and
who holds hinself or herself out as a physician assistant or
who uses any other termin indicating or inplying that he or
she is a physician assistant commits a felony of the third
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.084 or
by a fine not exceeding $5, 000.

(12) DEN AL, SUSPENSI ON, OR REVOCATI ON OF LI CENSURE
CERHHH-CATHON. - - The boards may deny, suspend, or revoke a
physi ci an assistant |icense eertifieat+on if a board
determ nes that the physician assistant has violated this
chapter.

16
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1 (13) RULES. --The boards shall adopt rules to inplenment
2| this section, including rules detailing the contents of the

3| application for licensure eertifH-eation and notification

4 | pursuant to subsection (7) and rules to ensure both the

5| continued conpetency of physician assistants and the proper

6| utilization of them by physicians or groups of physicians.

7 (14) EXI STI NG PROGRAMS. --This section does not

8| elimnate or supersede existing laws relating to other

9 | paranedi cal professions or services and is supplenental to al
10 | such existing laws relating to the |icensure eertifeat+on and
11 | practice of paranedi cal professions.

12 (15) LIABILITY.--Each supervising physician using a
13 | physician assistant is liable for any acts or om ssions of the
14 | physician assistant acting under the physician's supervision
15 | and control

16 (16) LEGAL SERVI CES. --The Departnent of Legal Affairs
17 | shall provide |legal services to the council as authorized in
18 | s. 455.221(1).

19 (17) FEES.--The departnment shall allocate the fees

20| coll ected under this section to the council

21 Section 2. Section 459.022, Florida Statutes, is

22 | anended to read:

23 459. 022 Physician assistants. --

24 (1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. - -

25 (a) The purpose of this section is to encourage nore
26 | effective utilization of the skills of osteopathic physicians
27 | or groups of osteopathic physicians by enabling themto

28 | del egate health care tasks to qualified assistants when such
29 | del egation is consistent with the patient's health and

30 | welfare

31
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(b) In order that maxi mum skills may be obtai ned
within a mninmumtine period of education, a physician
assi stant shall be specialized to the extent that she or he
can operate efficiently and effectively in the specialty areas
in which she or he has been trained or is experienced.

(c) The purpose of this section is to encourage the
utilization of physician assistants by osteopathic physicians
and to allow for innovative devel opnent of prograns for the
educati on of physician assistants.

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section

(a) "Approved progranmt neans a program fornally
approved by the boards, for the education of physician
assi stants.

(b) "Boards" neans the Board of Mdicine and the Board
of Osteopat hic Medi ci ne.

(c) "Council" neans the Council on Physician
Assi st ant s.

(d) "Trainee" neans a person who is currently enrolled
in an approved program

(e) "Physician assistant" neans a person who is a
graduate of an approved programor its equivalent or neets
st andar ds approved by the boards and is |licensed eertified to
perform nedi cal services del egated by the supervising
physi ci an.

(f) "Supervision" neans responsible supervision and
control. Except in cases of energency, supervision requires
the easy availability or physical presence of the licensed
physician for consultation and direction of the actions of the
physi cian assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the
term"easy availability" includes the ability to communicate
by way of teleconmunication. The boards shall establish rules

18
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1| as to what constitutes responsible supervision of the

2 | physician assistant.

3 (g) "Proficiency exam nation" neans an entry-|evel

4 | exam nation approved by the boards, including, but not linited
5] to, those exaninations adm nistered by the National Com ssion
6| on Certification of Physician Assistants.

7 (h) "Continuing nedical education" neans courses

8 | recogni zed and approved by the boards, the Anerican Acadeny of
9 | Physician Assistants, the Anerican Medical Association, the

10 | Arrerican Osteopathic Association, or the Accreditation Counci
11| on Conti nuing Medi cal Education

12 (3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVI SI NG PHYSI CI AN. - - Each

13 | physician or group of physicians supervising a |licensed

14 | eertif+ed physician assistant nust be qualified in the nedica
15| areas in which the physician assistant is to perform and shal
16 | be individually or collectively responsible and Iiable for the
17 | perfornmance and the acts and omi ssions of the physician

18 | assistant. A physician nmay not supervise nore than four

19 | currently |icensed eertified physician assistants at any one
20| time.

21 (4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - -

22 (a) The boards shall adopt, by rule, the genera

23 | principles that supervising physicians nust use in devel oping
24 | the scope of practice of a physician assistant under direct

25 | supervision and under indirect supervision. These principles
26 | shall recognize the diversity of both specialty and practice
27 | settings in which physician assistants are used.

28 (b) This chapter does not prevent third-party payors
29 | fromrei nbursi ng enpl oyers of physician assistants for covered
30 | services rendered by |licensed eertified physician assistants.
31
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(c) Licensed €Gertified physician assistants may not be
denied clinical hospital privileges, except for cause, so |ong
as the supervising physician is a staff nenber in good
st andi ng.

(d) A supervisory physician nay delegate to a |licensed
eertifed physician assistant, pursuant to a witten protocol
the authority to act according to s. 154.04(1)(c). Such
del egated authority is linmted to the supervising physician's
practice in connection with a county health departnent as
defined and established pursuant to chapter 154. The boards
shal | adopt rules governing the supervision of physician
assi stants by physicians in county health departnents.

(e) A supervisory physician nay delegate to a fully
| i censed eerti+f+ed physician assistant the authority to
prescribe any nedication used in the supervisory physician's
practice if such nedication is |listed on the fornulary created
pursuant to s. 458.347. A fully |licensed eerti-Hed physician
assi stant may only prescribe such nedication under the
foll owi ng circunstances

1. A physician assistant nust clearly identify to the
patient that she or he is a physician assistant. Furthernore,

t he physician assistant nust informthe patient that the
patient has the right to see the physician prior to any
prescription being prescribed by the physician assistant.

2. The supervisory physician nust notify the
departnment of her or his intent to delegate, on a
departnment - approved form before del egating such authority and
notify the departnent of any change in prescriptive privileges

of wit] | e : | i : fitledby the

physi ci an assi stant.

20
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3. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnent, before commencing to prescribe, evidence that she
or he has conpleted a continui ng nedi cal education course of
at |l east 3 classroomhours in prescriptive practice, conducted
by an accredited program approved by the boards, which course
covers the limtations, responsibilities, and privil eges
i nvolved in prescribing nedicinal drugs, or evidence that she
or he has received education conparable to the continuing
educati on course as part of an accredited physician assistant
trai ni ng program

4. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnent, before commencing to prescribe, evidence that the
physi cian assistant has a mninmumof 3 nonths of clinical
experience in the specialty area of the supervising physician

5. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnment a signed affidavit that she or he has conpleted a
m ni rum of 10 continui ng nedi cal education hours in the
specialty practice in which the physician assistant has
prescriptive privileges with each |licensure eertifHecation
renewal application.

6. The departnent shall issue a |license eertifteation
and a prescriber nunber to the physician assistant granting
authority for the prescribing of nedicinal drugs authorized
wi thin this paragraph upon conpletion of the foregoing
requi rements.

7. The prescription nust be witten in a formthat
conplies with chapter 499 and nust contain, in addition to the
supervi sory physician's nane, address, and tel ephone nunber
t he physician assistant's prescriber nunber. The prescription
nmust be filled in a pharmacy permitted under chapter 465, and
nmust be di spensed in that pharmacy by a pharmaci st |icensed

21
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1| under chapter 465. The appearance of the prescriber nunber

2| creates a presunption that the physician assistant is

3 | authorized to prescribe the nedicinal drug and the

4| prescription is valid.

5 8. The physician assistant nust note the prescription
6]in the appropriate nedical record, and the supervisory

7 | physician nmust review and sign each notation. For dispensing
8 | purposes only, the failure of the supervisory physician to

9| conply with these requirenents does not affect the validity of
10 | the prescription

11 9. This paragraph does not prohibit a supervisory

12 | physician fromdel egating to a physician assistant the

13 | authority to order nedication for a hospitalized patient of
14 | t he supervi sory physician

15

16 | This paragraph does not apply to facilities |icensed pursuant
17 | to chapter 395.

18 (f)1. There is created a five-nenber committee

19 | appoi nted by the Secretary brreetor of Health €are

20 | Admnistrat+on. The committee nust be conposed of one fully
21| licensed eertifi+ed physician assistant |icensed eertified

22 | pursuant to this section or s. 458.347, two physicians

23| licensed pursuant to chapter 458, one of whom supervises a

24 | fully licensed physician assistant, one osteopathic physician
25| licensed pursuant to this chapter, and one pharnacist |icensed
26 | pursuant to chapter 465 who is not |licensed pursuant to this
27 | chapter or chapter 458. The conmittee shall establish a

28 | formulary of medicinal drugs for which a fully |icensed

29 | eertifed physician assistant may prescribe. The formulary
30| may not include controlled substances as defined in chapter
31| 893, antineoplastics, antipsychotics, radi opharnmaceuticals,

22
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general anesthetics or radiographic contrast naterials, or any
parenteral preparations except insulin and epi nephrine.

2. Only the comrittee shall add to, delete from or
nodi fy the fornulary. Any person who requests an addition
del etion, or nodification of a nmedicinal drug listed on such
fornmul ary has the burden of proof to show cause why such
addi tion, deletion, or nodification should be nade.

3. The boards shall adopt the formulary required by
this paragraph, and each addition, deletion, or nodification
to the formulary, by rule. Notw thstandi ng any provision of
chapter 120 to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be
effective 60 days after the date it is filed with the
Secretary of State. Upon adoption of the fornulary, the
departnment shall mail a copy of such forrmulary to each fully
| i censed eerti+f+ed physician assistant and to each pharmacy
licensed by the state. The boards shall establish, by rule, a
fee not to exceed $200 to fund the provisions of this
par agraph and paragraph (e).

(5) PERFORMANCE BY TRAI NEES. - - Not wi t hst andi ng any
other law, a trainee may perform nedi cal services when such
services are rendered within the scope of an approved program

(6) PROGRAM APPROVAL. - -

(a) The boards shall approve prograns, based on
reconmendati ons by the council, for the education and training
of physician assistants which neet standards established by
rule of the boards. The council nay recommend only those
physi ci an assistant prograns that hold full accreditation or
provi sional accreditation fromthe Conmi ssion on Accreditation
of Allied Health Prograns or its successor organization

(b) The boards shall adopt and publish standards to
ensure that such prograns operate in a nanner that does not

23
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1| endanger the health or welfare of the patients who receive

2| services within the scope of the prograns. The boards shal

3| reviewthe quality of the curricula, faculties, and facilities
4 | of such prograns and take whatever other action is necessary
5] to determine that the purposes of this section are being net.
6 (7) PHYSI ClI AN ASSI STANT LI CENSURE CERFHCATHON. - -

7 (a) Any person desiring to be |icensed eerti-fHed as a
8 | physician assistant nust apply to the departnent. The

9 | departnent shall issue a |icense eertifieate to any person

10| certified by the council as having net the foll ow ng

11 | requi renents:

12 1. Is at |east 18 years of age

13 2. Has satisfactorily passed a proficiency exanination
14 | by an acceptabl e score established by the National Comr ssion
15 ) on Certification of Physician Assistants. |f an applicant

16 | does not hold a current certificate i ssued by the Nationa

17 | Conmission on Certification of Physician Assistants and has
18 | not actively practiced as a physician assistant within the

19 | imedi ately preceding 4 years, the applicant nust retake and
20 | successfully conplete the entry-1level exanination of the

21 | National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants
22| to be eligible for licensure eertifieation.

23 3. Has conpleted the application formand remtted an
24 | application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
25 | application for |icensure eetrtif+eati+on nade by a physician
26 | assi stant nust include:

27 a. Acertificate of conpletion of a physician

28 | assistant training programspecified in subsection (6).

29 b. A sworn statenent of any prior felony convictions.
30 c. A sworn statenent of any previous revocation or

31| denial of licensure or certification in any state.
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1 d. Two letters of recomendation

2 (b) The licensure eertifHeation nust be renewed

3| biennially. Each renewal nust include:

4 1. Arenewal fee not to exceed $500 as set by the

5| boards.

6 2. A sworn statement of no felony convictions in the
7 | previous 2 years.

8 (c) Each |icensed eertifHed physician assistant shal
9| biennially conplete 100 hours of continuing nedical education
10| or shall hold a current certificate issued by the Nationa

11 | Conmission on Certification of Physician Assistants.

12 (d) Upon enpl oynent as a physician assistant, a

13 | | i censed eertified physician assistant nust notify the

14 | departnent in witing within 30 days after such enpl oynent or
15| after any subsequent changes in the supervising physician

16 | The notification nmust include the full nane, Florida nedica
17 | i cense nunber, specialty, and address of the supervising

18 | physi ci an.

19 (e) Notwithstandi ng subparagraph (a)2., the departnent
20 | may grant to a recent graduate of an approved program as
21 | specified in subsection (6), a tenporary |icense eertifieation
22 | to expire upon receipt of scores of the proficiency
23 | exam nation adninistered by the National Conmi ssion on
24 | Certification of Physician Assistants. Between neetings of
25| the council, the departnment may grant a tenporary |icense
26 | eerti-Heation to practice to physician assistant applicants
27 | based on the conpletion of all tenporary |icensure
28 | eertiHeation requirenents. Al such administratively issued
29 | li censes certifieations shall be reviewed and acted on at the
30 | next regular neeting of the council. The recent graduate nay
31| be licensed eertift+ed prior to enploynent, but nust conply
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1| with paragraph (d). An applicant who has passed the

2 | proficiency exanination may be granted pernanent |icensure

3 | eertitieat+on. An applicant failing the proficiency

4 | exam nation is no longer tenporarily |icensed eertified, but
5| my reapply for a 1-year extension of tenporary |icensure

6 | eertifeat+on. An applicant may not be granted nore than two
7 | tenporary licenses eertifieates and nay not be |icensed

8 | eertifti+ed as a physician assistant until she or he passes the
9 | exami nation adm nistered by the National Comission on

10| Certification of Physician Assistants. As prescribed by board
11| rule, the council may require an applicant who does not pass
12 | the licensing exam nation after five or nore attenpts to

13 | conpl ete additional renedial education or training. The

14 | council shall prescribe the additional requirenents in a

15| manner that pernmits the applicant to conplete the requirenents
16 | and be reexami ned within 2 years after the date the applicant
17 | petitions the council to retake the exam nation a sixth or

18 | subsequent ti ne.

19 (f) The Board of Osteopathic Medicine may i npose any
20| of the penalties specified in ss. 455.227 and 459. 015(2) upon
21| a physician assistant if the physician assistant or the
22 | supervi sing physician has been found guilty of or is being
23 | investigated for any act that constitutes a violation of this
24 | chapter or chapter 455.
25 (8) DELEGATI ON OF POAERS AND DUTI ES. - - The boards may
26 | del egate such powers and duties to the council as they may
27 | deem pr oper.
28 (9) COUNCIL ON PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - - The Council on
29 | Physician Assistants is created within the departnent.
30 (a) The council shall consist of five nenbers
31| appointed as foll ows:
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1. The chairperson of the Board of Medicine shal
appoi nt three nenbers who are physicians and nenbers of the
Board of Medicine. One of the physicians nust supervise a
physi cian assistant in the physician's practi ce.

2. The chairperson of the Board of Osteopathic
Medi ci ne shal |l appoint one nenber who is a physician and a
nmenber of the Board of Osteopathic Mdicine.

3. The secretary of the departnent or her or his
desi gnee shall appoint a fully |licensed eertified physician
assi stant |icensed under chapter 458 or this chapter

(b) Two of the nenbers appointed to the council nust
be physicians who supervi se physician assistants in their
practice. Menbers shall be appointed to terns of 4 years,
except that of the initial appointnents, two nenbers shall be
appointed to terns of 2 years, two nenbers shall be appointed
to terms of 3 years, and one nenber shall be appointed to a
termof 4 years, as established by rule of the boards.

Council nenbers nmay not serve nobre than two consecutive terns.
The council shall annually elect a chairperson fromanong its
nmenbers.

(c) The council shall:

1. Reconmend to the departnent the licensure
eertifHeat+on of physician assistants.

2. Develop all rules regulating the use of physician
assi stants by physicians under chapter 458 and this chapter
except for rules relating to the formulary devel oped under s.
458.347(4) (f). The council shall also develop rules to ensure
that the continuity of supervision is maintained in each
practice setting. The boards shall consider adopting a
proposed rul e devel oped by the council at the regularly
schedul ed neeting i Mmediately foll owi ng the subm ssion of the

27

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W W NRNNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRRRPR B R
P O © 0 ~N O U0 BNM WNIEREPRO O ®ONOO O M WN PR O

CODING:WOrds st+ieken are del etions;

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998

190- 909- 98

proposed rule by the council.

the council may not be adopted by either

boards have accepted and approved the identica
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A proposed rule submtted by
board unl ess both

| anguage

contained in the proposed rule.
rules submitted by the counci

The | anguage of al
nmust

pr oposed

be approved by both boards

pursuant to each respective board's guidelines and standards

If either

boar d

regardi ng the adoption of proposed rul es.
t hat
with particularity and include

rejects the council's proposed rule, board nust specify
its objection to the counci
any recommendations it nmay have for the nodification of the
proposed rul e.

3. Make recommendations to the boards regarding al
matters relating to physician assistants.

4. Address concerns and problens of practicing
physician assistants in order to i nprove safety in the
clinical practices of |icensed eertifHed physician assistants.

(10) I NACTIVE AND DELI NQUENT STATUS. --A license
eertifeate on inactive or delinquent status nmay be
reactivated only as provided in s. 455.271

(11) PENALTY. --Any person who has not
eertifed by the counci
who hol ds hersel f or

who uses any other termin indicating or

been |i censed
and approved by the departnent and
hi nsel f out as a physician assistant or
i mplying that she or
he is a physician assistant commits a felony of the third
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.084 or
by a fine not exceeding $5, 000.

(12) DEN AL, SUSPENSI ON, OR REVOCATI ON OF LI CENSURE
CERHHH-CATHON. - - The boards may deny, suspend, or revoke a
i cense certifieation if a board

determ nes that the physician assistant

physi ci an assi st ant
has violated this
chapter.

28

wor ds underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®UuDMWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4427
190- 909- 98

(13) RULES. --The boards shall adopt rules to inplenment
this section, including rules detailing the contents of the
application for |icensure eertifieat+on and notification
pursuant to subsection (7) and rules to ensure both the
conti nued conpetency of physician assistants and the proper
utilization of them by physicians or groups of physicians.

(14) EXI STI NG PROGRAMS. --This section does not
elimnate or supersede existing laws relating to other
par anedi cal professions or services and is supplenental to al
such existing laws relating to the |licensure eertifieation and
practice of paranedi cal professions.

(15) LIABILITY.--Each supervising physician using a
physician assistant is liable for any acts or omi ssions of the
physi ci an assi stant acting under the physician's supervision
and control

(16) LEGAL SERVI CES. --The Departnent of Legal Affairs
shal | provide | egal services to the council as authorized in
s. 455.221(1).

(17) FEES.--The departnment shall allocate the fees
coll ected under this section to the council

Section 3. Subsection (29) of section 39.01, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

39.01 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter

(29) "Licensed health care professional" neans a
physician |icensed under chapter 458, an osteopathic physician
| i censed under chapter 459, a nurse licensed under chapter
464, a physician assistant |icensed eertified under chapter
458 or chapter 459, or a dentist licensed under chapter 466.

Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
154.04, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

29
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154. 04 Personnel of county health departnents; duties;
conpensation. - -

(1)

(c)1. A registered nurse or |icensed eertified
physi cian assistant working in a county health departnent is
aut hori zed to assess a patient and order nedications, provided
t hat :

a. No licensed physician is on the prenises;

b. The patient is assessed and nedi cation ordered in
accordance with rules pronul gated by the departnent and
pursuant to a protocol approved by a physician who supervises
the patient care activities of the registered nurse or
| i censed eerti+f+ed physician assistant;

c. The patient is being assessed by the registered
nurse or licensed eertif+ed physician assistant as a part of a
program approved by the departnent; and

d. The nedication ordered appears on a fornul ary
approved by the departnent and is prepackaged and prel abel ed
wi th dosage instructions and distributed froma source
aut hori zed under chapter 499 to repackage and distribute
drugs, which source is under the supervision of a consultant
phar maci st enpl oyed by the departnent.

2. Each county health departnent shall adopt witten
protocols which provide for supervision of the registered
nurse or licensed eertif+ed physician assistant by a physician
|icensed pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459 and for the
procedures by which patients nay be assessed, and nedi cations
ordered and delivered, by the registered nurse or |licensed
eertifed physician assistant. Such protocols shall be signed
by the supervising physician, the director of the county
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heal th departnent, and the registered nurse or |licensed
eertifed physician assistant.

3. Each county health departnent shall maintain and
have available for inspection by representatives of the
Departnent of Health all nedical records and patient care
protocols, including records of nedications delivered to
patients, in accordance with rules of the departnent.

4. The Departnent of Health shall adopt rul es which
establish the conditions under which a registered nurse or
| i censed eertif+ed physician assistant nmay assess patients and
order and deliver nedications, based upon witten protocols of
supervi sion by a physician |licensed pursuant to chapter 458 or
chapter 459, and which establish the forrmulary from which
nedi cati ons nay be order ed.

5. The departnent shall require that a consultant
phar maci st conduct a periodic inspection of each county health
departnment in neeting the requirenents of this paragraph

6. A county health departnent nmay establish or
contract with peer review conmittees or organi zations to
review the quality of comruni cabl e di sease control and prinary
care services provided by the county health departnent.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
232.46, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

232.46 Administration of nedication by school district
per sonnel . - -

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of the Nurse
Practice Act, chapter 464, school district personnel shall be
aut horized to assist students in the administration of
prescription nedication when the follow ng conditions have
been net:
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(a) Each district school board shall include inits
approved school health services plan a procedure to provide
training, by a registered nurse, a licensed practical nurse, a
physician |icensed pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459, or
a physician assistant |icensed eertified pursuant to chapter
458 or chapter 459, to the school personnel designated by the
principal to assist students in the administration of
prescribed nedication. Such training may be provided in
col l aboration with other school districts, through contract
with an education consortium or by any other arrangenent
consistent with the intent of this section.

Section 6. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 232. 465,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

232.465 Provision of nedical services; restrictions.--

(2) Nonnedical assistive personnel shall be allowed to
perform health-rel ated services upon successful conpletion of
child-specific training by a registered nurse, a |icensed
practical nurse, a physician |icensed pursuant to chapter 458
or chapter 459, or a physician assistant |icensed eertified
pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459. All procedures shal
be nmonitored periodically by the nurse. Those procedures
i ncl ude, but are not limted to:

(a) Cdeaning intermttent catheterization

(b) Gastrostony tube feeding.

(c) Monitoring bl ood glucose.

(d) Administering energency injectable nedication

(3) For all other invasive nedical services not |listed
in subsection (1) or subsection (2), a registered nurse, a
|icensed practical nurse, a physician |licensed pursuant to
chapter 458 or chapter 459, or a physician assistant |icensed
eertified pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459 shal
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determ ne if nonnedi cal school district personnel shall be
all oned to perform such service.

Section 7. Section 240.4067, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 4067 Medical Education Rei mbursenment and Loan
Repaynent Program - -

(1) To encourage qualified nedical professionals to
practice in underserved | ocations where there are shortages of
such personnel, there is established the Medical Education
Rei mbur senent and Loan Repaynent Program The function of the
programis to nake paynents that offset |oans and educati ona
expenses incurred by students for studies leading to a nedica
or nursing degree, nedical or nursing licensure, or advanced

regi stered nurse practitioner er—physieran—s—asststant

certification or physician assistant |icensure. The foll ow ng

licensed or certified health care professionals are eligible
to participate in this program nedical doctors with primary
care specialties, doctors of osteopathic nedicine with primary
care specialties, physician's assistants, |licensed practica
nurses and regi stered nurses, and advanced regi stered nurse
practitioners with primary care specialties such as certified
nurse nidw ves. Primary care nedical specialties for
physi ci ans include obstetrics, gynecol ogy, general and famly
practice, internal nedicine, pediatrics, and other specialties
which may be identified by the Departnment of Health and
Rehabiti-tative—Services.

(2) Fromthe funds avail able, the Departnent of Health
ant—Rehabi-H-tative—Serviees shall nmake paynents to sel ected
nedi cal professionals as follows:

(a) Up to $4,000 per year for licensed practica
nurses and regi stered nurses, up to $10,000 per year for

33

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O b~ WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIRPLO O N DWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4427
190- 909- 98

advanced regi stered nurse practitioners and physician's
assistants, and up to $20,000 per year for physicians.
Penal ti es for nonconpliance shall be the same as those in the
Nati onal Health Services Corps Loan Repaynment Program

Educati onal expenses include costs for tuition, matriculation,
regi stration, books, |aboratory and ot her fees, other
educational costs, and reasonable |iving expenses as

determ ned by the Departnent of Health antd—Rehabititative
Set-vi-€es.

(b) Al paynents shall be contingent on continued
proof of primary care practice in an area defined in s.
395.602(2)(e), or an underserved area designated by the
Departnent of Heal t h and—Rehabittative—Serviees, provided the
practitioner accepts Medicaid reinbursenent if eligible for
such rei nbursenent. Correctional facilities, state hospitals,
and other state institutions that enploy nedical personnel
shal | be designated by the Departnent of Health and
Rehabit+i-tative—Services as underserved | ocations. Locations
with high incidences of infant nortality, high norbidity, or
| ow Medi caid participation by health care professionals nay be
desi gnat ed as underserved.

(c) The Departnent of Health and—RehabtHtative
Serviees nmay use funds appropriated for the Medical Education
Rei nbur senent and Loan Repaynent Program as natching funds for
federal |oan repaynent prograns such as the National Health
Service Corps State Loan Repaynent Program

(3) The Departnent of Health and—RehabtHtative
Serviees nmay adopt any rul es necessary for the administration
of the Medical Education Reinbursenent and Loan Repaynent
Program The departnent nmay al so solicit technical advice
regardi ng conduct of the program fromthe Departnent of
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1| Education and Florida universities and community col | eges.

2 | The Departnment of Heal th and—RehabitHtative—Serviees shal

3| subnmit a budget request for an ampunt sufficient to fund

4 | medi cal education rei nbursenent, |oan repaynents, and program
5| adni ni strati on.

6 Section 8. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
7| 395.0191, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

8 395.0191 sStaff nenbership and clinical privileges.--
9 (2)

10 (c) Each licensed facility shall establish rules and
11 | procedures for consideration of an application for clinica

12 | privileges submtted by a physician assistant |icensed

13 | eertif+ed pursuant to s. 458.347 or s. 459.022. dinica

14 | privileges granted to a physician assistant pursuant to this
15 | subsection shall automatically term nate upon termnation of
16 | staff nenbership of the physician assistant's supervising

17 | physi ci an.

18 Section 9. Paragraph (h) of subsection (4) of section
19| 627.351, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
20 627.351 |Insurance risk apportionnent plans.--
21 (4) MEDI CAL MALPRACTI CE RI SK APPORTI ONMVENT. - -
22 (h) As used in this subsection
23 1. "Health care provider" neans hospitals licensed
24 | under chapter 395; physicians |icensed under chapter 458;
25 | osteopat hic physicians |icensed under chapter 459; podiatrists
26 | licensed under chapter 461; dentists |icensed under chapter
27 | 466; chiropractors |licensed under chapter 460; naturopaths
28 | licensed under chapter 462; nurses |licensed under chapter 464;
29 | midwi ves licensed under chapter 467; clinical |aboratories
30 | regi stered under chapter 483; physician assistants |icensed
31 | eertiHed under chapter 458 or chapter 459; physica
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t herapi sts and physical therapist assistants |icensed under
chapter 486; health nai ntenance organi zations certificated
under part | of chapter 641; anbul atory surgical centers

| i censed under chapter 395; other nedical facilities as
defined in subparagraph 2.; bl ood banks, plasnma centers,
industrial clinics, and renal dialysis facilities; or

pr of essi onal associ ati ons, partnerships, corporations, joint
ventures, or other associations for professional activity by
heal t h care providers.

2. "Oher nedical facility" neans a facility the
primary purpose of which is to provide hunan nedica
di agnostic services or a facility providing nonsurgical hunman
nedi cal treatnent, to which facility the patient is adnitted
and fromwhich facility the patient is discharged within the
sane working day, and which facility is not part of a
hospital. However, a facility existing for the primary
pur pose of performing term nations of pregnancy or an office
mai nt ai ned by a physician or dentist for the practice of
nedi ci ne shall not be construed to be an "ot her nedica
facility."

3. "Health care facility" nmeans any hospital |icensed
under chapter 395, health mai ntenance organi zation
certificated under part | of chapter 641, anbulatory surgica
center licensed under chapter 395, or other nedical facility
as defined in subparagraph 2.

Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
627.357, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

627.357 Medical mal practice self-insurance.--

(1) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term

(b) "Health care provider" neans any:

1. Hospital licensed under chapter 395.
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1 2. Physici an H-—eensed;or physician assistant |icensed
2 | eertiti+eei-under chapter 458.

3 3. Osteopathic physician or physician assistant

4] licensed under chapter 459.

5 4., Podiatrist licensed under chapter 461

6 5. Health mai ntenance organi zation certificated under
7| part | of chapter 641.

8 6. Anbul atory surgical center |icensed under chapter
9 | 395.

10 7. Chiropractor licensed under chapter 460

11 8. Psychol ogi st |icensed under chapter 490.

12 9. Optonetrist licensed under chapter 463.

13 10. Dentist licensed under chapter 466.

14 11. Pharnmmaci st |icensed under chapter 465

15 12. Registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, or

16 | advanced regi stered nurse practitioner |icensed or registered
17 | under chapter 464.

18 13. Oher nedical facility.

19 14. Professional association, partnership,

20 | corporation, joint venture, or other association established
21| by the individuals set forth in subparagraphs 2., 3., 4., 7.
2218., 9., 10., 11., and 12. for professional activity.

23 Section 11. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
24 | 766. 105, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

25 766. 105 Florida Patient's Conpensation Fund. --

26 (1) DEFINITIONS.--The followi ng definitions apply in
27 | the interpretation and enforcement of this section

28 (b) The term"health care provider" neans any:

29 1. Hospital licensed under chapter 395.

30 2. Physici an H-—eensed;-or physician assistant |icensed
31 | eerti-Hed-under chapter 458.
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3. Osteopathic physician or physician assistant

I i censed under chapter 459.

4., Podiatrist licensed under chapter 461

5. Health mai ntenance organi zation certificated under
part | of chapter 641.

6. Anbul atory surgical center |icensed under chapter
395.

7. "Oher nedical facility" as defined in paragraph
(c).

8. Professional association, partnership, corporation
joint venture, or other association by the individuals set
forth in subparagraphs 2., 3., and 4. for professiona
activity.

Section 12. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
766. 1115, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

766. 1115 Health care providers; creation of agency
relationship with governmental contractors.--

(3) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term

(d) "Health care provider" or "provider" neans:

1. A birth center |licensed under chapter 383.

2. An anbul atory surgical center |icensed under
chapt er 395.

3. A hospital licensed under chapter 395.

4. A physician H-—eenseei-or physician assi stant
| i censed eerti+f+ed-under chapter 458.

5.  An osteopat hic physician H-eenseti-or esteopathic
physi ci an assistant |icensed eertif+ed-under chapter 459.

6. A chiropractic physician |icensed under chapter
460.

7. A podiatrist licensed under chapter 461
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8. Avregistered nurse, nurse mdw fe, |icensed
practical nurse, or advanced regi stered nurse practitioner
licensed or registered under chapter 464 or any facility which
enpl oys nurses licensed or registered under chapter 464 to
supply all or part of the care delivered under this section

9. A nmdwife licensed under chapter 467.

10. A health maintenance organi zation certificated
under part | of chapter 641.

11. A health care professional association and its
enpl oyees or a corporate nedical group and its enpl oyees.

12. Any other nedical facility the prinmary purpose of
which is to deliver human nedi cal di agnostic services or which
delivers nonsurgical human nedical treatnment, and which
i ncludes an office mmintained by a provider

13. Any other health care professional, practitioner
provider, or facility under contract with a governnental
contractor.

The termincludes any nonprofit corporation qualified as
exenpt from federal incone taxation under s. 501(c) of the
I nternal Revenue Code which delivers health care services
provided by |licensed professionals listed in this paragraph
any federally funded community health center, and any
vol unt eer corporation or volunteer health care provider that
delivers health care services.

Section 13. Subsection (36) of section 984.03, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

984.03 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter, the
term

(36) "Licensed health care professional" neans a
physician |icensed under chapter 458, an osteopathic physician
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1| licensed under chapter 459, a nurse |icensed under chapter
2| 464, a physician assistant |icensed eertif+ed under chapter
3| 458 or chapter 459, or a dentist |licensed under chapter 466.
4 Section 14. Subsection (36) of section 985.03, Florida
5| Statutes, is anended to read:
6 985.03 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter, the
7] term
8 (36) "Licensed health care professional" neans a
9 | physician licensed under chapter 458, an osteopathic physician
10| i censed under chapter 459, a nurse licensed under chapter
11| 464, a physician assistant |icensed eerti-H-ed under chapter
12 | 458 or chapter 459, or a dentist |icensed under chapter 466.
13 Section 15. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
14 | I aw
15
16 KA KKK KA KK F KRR AR K A AR KR A KKK A KKK A A KK KA KKK
17 HOUSE SUMVARY
18 . . . .

Provides for |icensure rather than certification of
191 PIYShEUre 2Rd reulses brovislons overning. exani nations.
20 Revi ses provisions relating to delegation of prescriptive
21| Botree of Ghy cRangett A nleger Bt va ol vilehes. “Bonforms
95 ot her statutory provisions.
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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