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By Representative Chestnut

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to pupil progression; anending
3 Ss. 232.245, 232.246, and 232.425, F.S.

4 rai sing the required cunul ati ve grade point

5 average for purposes of the school district

6 conpr ehensi ve program for pupil progression

7 hi gh school graduation, and participation in

8 i nterschol astic extracurricular activities;

9 requiring readi ng courses under certain

10 circunstances; restricting access to certain

11 hi gh school courses; providing for satisfaction
12 of certain requirenents; revising credit

13 requi rements; correcting cross references;

14 anendi ng s. 232.2454, F.S.; revising provisions
15 relating to student performance standards;

16 anendi ng ss. 229.565 and 233.011, F.S.

17 correcting cross references; anending s.

18 240. 116, F.S.; requiring the devel opnent of

19 standards for dual enrollnent courses; anending
20 s. 240.117, F.S., relating to the comon
21 pl acenent test for postsecondary education
22 revising a dual enrollnent requirenent;
23 anending s. 240.118, F.S.; requiring the
24 reconmendati on of statutory changes to reduce
25 post secondary renedi ation; providing an
26 ef fective date.
27
28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30
31
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1 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 232.245, Florida
2| Statutes, is anmended, and subsection (4) is added to said

3| section, to read

4 232.245 Pupil progression.--

5 (3) Each district conprehensive program for pupi

6 | progression shall reflect an effort to identify students at
7 | each grade level in grades 9 through 12 who have attai ned a
8 | curmul ative grade point average at ef—23-5 or bel ow the

9| cumul ative grade point average required for graduation

10 | pursuant to s. 232.246(5). The program shall further include
11 | provisions for assisting such students to achi eve such

12 | requi red the—+-5 cunul ati ve grade point average regui+ted—+For
13 | gratduation—purstant—to—s—232-246.

14 (4) Beginning with the 1997-1998 school year, any

15| student two grades bel ow grade level in reading skills, based
16 | on locally determ ned assessnents at grade 5, grade 6, or

17 | grade 7 or teacher reconmrendation, shall be required to take
18 | one course in reading at grade 6, grade 7, or grade 8.

19| Additionally, any student two grades bel ow grade level in
20 | reading at grade 9 nust take a reading course as an el ective
21| at grade 9.
22 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 232.2454, Florida
23| Statutes, is anended to read:
24 232.2454 District student performance standards,
25| instrunments, and assessnent procedures. --
26 (2) Each district school board shall adopt student
27 | performance standards for each course academec—programin
28 | grades 9 through 12 for which credit toward high schoo
29 | graduation is awarded. The board shall al so establish
30| policies which shall require as—te student nmastery of
31 | performance standards before credit for a course program my

2
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be awarded. Teacher observations, classroom assignnents, and
exam nati ons may be consi dered appropriate nethods of
assessi ng student nastery.

Section 3. Subsections (1), (9), and (10) and
par agraph (c) of subsection (5) of section 232.246, Florida
Statutes, are anmended, and paragraph (d) is added to
subsection (7) of said section, to read:

232.246 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
graduati on. - -

(1) Successful conpletion of a mninmumof 24 academ c
credits in grades 9 through 12 shall be required for
graduation, provided that student conpletion of an
International Baccal aureate curricul umshall be deened to neet
the curricular requirenments of this subsection. Access to
Level | courses for graduation credit shall be limted to only

t hose students for whom assessnent or previ ous course

perfornmance i ndicates a nore rigorous course of study would be

i nappropriate. A course designated in the Course Code

Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 which is taken bel ow t he

ninth grade may be used to satisfy high school graduation

requi renents or Florida Acadenic Scholars' Certificate Program

requirenments as specified in a district's pupil progression

plan. The 24 credits shall be distributed as foll ows:

(a) Four credits in English, with najor concentration
in conposition and literature.

(b) Three credits in mathematics, one of which nust be

Algebra |, a series of courses equivalent to Algebra |, or a

hi gher-1evel course. The requirenent of one credit in Al gebra

I, a series of courses equivalent to Algebra |, or a

hi gher-1evel course shall be effective for students entering

3
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ninth grade for the first tinme in the 1997-1998 school year

and thereafter.

(c) Three credits in science, two of which nust have a
| aboratory conponent. The State Board of Education may grant
an annual waiver of the |aboratory requirenent to a schoo
district that certifies that its |aboratory facilities are
i nadequat e, provided the district subnits a capital outlay
plan to provide adequate facilities and nmakes the funding of
this plan a priority of the school board.

(d) One credit in Anerican history.

(e) ©One credit in world history, including a
conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
all major political systens.

(f) One-half credit in econonics, including a
conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
all mmjor economc systens. The Florida Council on Economc
Education shall provide technical assistance to the departnment
and | ocal school boards in developing curriculummaterials for
t he study of economi cs.

(g) One-half credit in Anerican governnent.

(h)1. One credit in practical arts career education or
expl oratory career education. Any vocational course as
defined in s. 228.041(22) may be taken to satisfy the high
school graduation requirenent for one credit in practical arts
or exploratory career education provided in this subparagraph

2. One credit in performng fine arts to be sel ected
fromnusic, dance, dramm, painting, or sculpture. A course in
any art form in addition to painting or scul pture, that
requi res manual dexterity, or a course in speech and debate,
may be taken to satisfy the high school graduation requirenent

4
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1| for one credit in performng arts pursuant to this

2 | subpar agraph; or

3 3. One-half credit each in practical arts career

4 | education or exploratory career education and perfornmng fine
5| arts, as defined in this paragraph

6

7| Such credit for practical arts career education or exploratory
8 | career education or for performng fine arts shall be made

9] available in the 9th grade, and students shall be schedul ed
10| into a 9th grade course as a priority.

11 (i) One-half credit in life nanagenent skills to

12 | i ncl ude consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent,

13| nutrition, prevention of human i munodefi ci ency virus

14 | infection and acquired i mune deficiency syndronme and ot her

15| sexual |y transm ssi bl e di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence
16 | and consequences of teenage pregnancy, information and

17 | instructi on on breast cancer detection and breast

18 | sel f-exam nation, cardi opul nobnary resuscitation, drug

19 | education, and the hazards of snobking. Such credit shall be
20| given for a course to be taken by all students in either the
21| 9th or 10th grade.
22 (j) ©One-half credit in physical education to include
23 | assessnent, inprovenent, and nmi ntenance of personal fitness.
24 (k) Nine elective credits.
25
26 | School boards nay award a maxi num of one-half credit in social
27 | studies and one-half elective credit for student conpletion of
28 | nonpaid voluntary conmunity or school service work. Students
29 | choosing this option shall conplete a mni numof 75 hours of
30| service in order to earn the one-half credit in either
31| category of instruction. Credit nay not be earned for service

5
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1| provided as a result of court action. School boards that

2 | approve the award of credit for student volunteer service

3| shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of such credit

4 | and school principals shall be responsible for approving

5] specific volunteer activities.

6 (5) Each district school board shall establish

7 | standards for graduation fromits schools which shall include:
8 (c) Achievenent of EHeetivefor—the—1988-1989——school
9 | year—and—each—year—thereafter—a cunul ati ve grade point

10 | average of 1.5 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for students
11| entering ninth grade prior to the 1997-1998 school year and a
121 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for students entering
13| ninth grade for first time in the 1997-1998 school year and

14 | t hereafter reguitretd—courses—for—graduation.

15 1. Each district shall adopt policies which are

16 | designed to assist students in neeting this requirenent. Such
17 | policies may include, but shall not be limted to: forgiveness
18 | policies, sumer school attendance, special counseling,

19 | vol unteer and/or peer tutors, school -sponsored hel p sessions,
20 | homewor k hotlines, and study skills classes.
21 2. At the end of each senester, the parent or guardian
22 | of each student in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 who has a
23 | cumul ative grade point average of less than 0.5 of a point
24 | above the grade point average required for graduati on 26
25| shall be notified that the student is at risk of not neeting
26 | the requirenments for graduation. The notice shall contain an
27 | expl anation of the policies the district has put in place to
28 | assist the student in neeting the grade point average
29 | requirenent.
30 3. Special assistance to obtain a high schoo
31 | equival ency di ploma pursuant to s. 229.814 shall be given only

6
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1| in such cases where the student has conpleted all requirenents
2| for graduation except the attainment of the a2%-5 cunul ative

3 | grade point average required for graduation

4

5| The standards required in this subsection, and any subsequent
6 | nodifications thereto, shall be reprinted in the Florida

7 | Adm ni strative Code even though such standards are not defined
8| as "rules."

9 (7) No student nmay be granted credit toward high

10 | school graduation for enrollnment in the follow ng courses or
11 | prograns:

12 (d) More than one credit in nathematics at Level | as
13 | defined in the Course Code Directory, unless individua

14 | assessnent clearly denpnstrates the appropri ateness of nore

15 | than one Level | course.

16 (9) A student who neets all requirenents prescribed in
17 | subsections (1), (4)¢5)y, and(5){6)shall be awarded a

18 | standard diploma in a formprescribed by the state board. A
19 | school board may attach the Florida gold seal vocationa

20 | endorsenent to a standard di pl oma pursuant to s. 239.217 or

21 |lin lieu of the standard dipl oma, award differentiated di pl omas
22 | to those exceeding the prescribed mninmunms. A student who

23 | conpl etes the nmini num nunber of credits and ot her requirenents
24 | prescribed by subsections (1) and (5), but who is unable to

25 | meet the standards of paragraph(5){6)(a), paragraph

26 |(5) £6)(b), or paragraph(5)(c){6)ytd)y, shall be awarded a

27 | certificate of conpletion in a formprescribed by the state

28 | board. However, any student who is otherwise entitled to a

29 | certificate of conpletion may elect to renmain in the secondary
30 | school either as a full-tine student or a part-tine student

31| for up to 1 additional year and receive special instruction

7
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designed to renedy his or her identified deficiencies. This
special instruction shall be funded fromthe state
conpensat ory education funds of the district.

(10) The public hearing and consideration required in

paragraphs—a)—and—(b)—oef—subsection(6)—and—+n subsection (8)

<&>{9)rshall not be construed to anend or nullify the

requi renents of security relating to the contents of
exam nati ons or assessnent instrunents and related nmaterials
or data as prescribed in s. 232.248.

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 232.425, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

232.425 Student standards for participation in
i nterschol astic extracurricular student activities;
regul ation. --

(3)(a) To be eligible to participate in
i nterschol astic extracurricular student activities, a student
nmust maintain a grade point average of 1.5 on a 4.0 scale, or
its equivalent, prior to the 1997-1998 school year; 1.6 on a

4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for the 1997-1998 school year
1.8 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for the 1998-1999
school year; and 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for

t he 1999- 2000 school year and each year thereafter

Additionally, the student and nust pass five subjects for the

gradi ng period i nmedi ately preceding participation; except
that student eligibility for the first grading period of each
new school year shall be based on passing five subjects and
mai nt ai ni ng the required grade poi nt average the previous
school year, including subjects conpleted during the interim
sunmer school session

(b) Any student who is exenpt fromattending a ful
school day under s. 228.041(13) nust maintain the a—%-5 grade

8
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poi nt average required by this section and pass each class for

whi ch he or she is enroll ed.

(c) An individual honme education student shall be
eligible to participate at a public school, and nmay devel op an
agreenent to participate at a nonpublic school, in the
i nterschol astic extracurricular activities of that school
provided the followi ng conditions are net:

1. The hone education student nust neet the
requi rements of the hone education program pursuant to s.
232.02(4).

2. During the period of participation at a school, the
hone education student nust denpnstrate educational progress
as required in paragraph (b) in all subjects taken in the hone
educati on program by a nethod of eval uation agreed upon by the
parent and the principal which nmay include: review of the
student's work by a certified teacher chosen by the parent;
grades earned t hrough correspondence; grades earned in courses
taken at a conmunity coll ege, university, or trade school
st andar di zed test scores above the 35th percentile; or any
ot her nmethod designated in s. 232.02(4).

3. The hone education student nust neet the sane
residency requirenents as other students in the school at
whi ch he or she participates.

4. The hone education student nust neet the sane
st andards of acceptance, behavior, and perfornance as required
of other students in extracurricular activities.

5. The student nust register with the school his or
her intent to participate in interscholastic extracurricular
activities as a representative of the school prior to the
begi nning date of the season for the activity in which he or
she wi shes to participate.

9
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1 6. A student who transfers froma honme education

2| programto a public school prior to or during the first

3| grading period of the school year shall be academ cally

4 ) eligible to participate in interscholastic extracurricul ar

5] activities during the first grading period provided the

6 | student has a successful evaluation fromthe previous schoo

7 | year, pursuant to subparagraph 2.

8 7. Any public school or nonpublic school student who
9 | has been unable to naintain academic eligibility for

10 | participation in interscholastic extracurricular activities
11| shall be ineligible to participate in such activities as a

12 | home education student until such tinme as the student has

13 | successfully conpl eted one grading period in hone education
14 | pursuant to subparagraph 2. to becone eligible to participate
15 | as a hone education student.

16 Section 5. Paragraph (i) of subsection (3) of section
17 | 229.565, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

18 229.565 Educational eval uation procedures. --

19 (3) EDUCATI ON EVALUATI ON. - - The Commi ssi oner of

20 | Education, or the Auditor General as provided in paragraph

21| (a), shall periodically exam ne and eval uate procedures,

22 | records, and prograns in each district to determ ne conpliance
23| with law and rul es established by the state board and in each
24 | correctional institution operated by the Departnent of

25| Corrections to deternine conpliance with | aw and rul es

26 | established by the Departnent of Corrections for the

27 | Correctional Education Program pursuant to s. 944.801. Such
28 | eval uations shall include, but not be limted to:

29 (i) Determination of school district achievenent in
30 | neeting the perfornance standards specified in s. 232.2454(%).
31

10
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1 Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
2| 233.011, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3 233.011 Accountability in curriculum educationa

4| instructional materials, and testing.--

5 (2)(a) Subject to State Board of Education review and
6 | approval, the Departnent of Education shall devel op, by Apri
711, 1985, guidelines for the identification or devel opnent,

8 | eval uation, oversight, and revision of:

9 1. Curriculumframeworks as specified in subsection
10| (3).

11 2. Student perfornmance standards as specified in ss.
12 | 232. 2454{%)and 229.565(1) and (2).

13 3. Model standards and procedures for the adoption of
14 | state and district instructional materials and software

15| consistent with curriculum franmeworks and student perfornmance
16 | standards as specified in this paragraph. Such nodels shal

17 | provide the diverse student popul ations of the state with the
18 | highest quality instructional nmaterials and software in the
19 | nost cost-effective manner possible. Such nodels shal

20 | i nclude a conponent to ensure the production of instructiona
21 | materials and software by the state, or a consortium of

22 | states, when econonical or superior quality instructiona

23 | materials or software are unavail able from comercial sources
24 | by special contract.

25 4. Mbdel standards and procedures for state and

26 | district adoption, analyses, and use of nationally norned

27 | student achi evenent tests or other nationally norned

28 | assessnent instrunments, as specified in subsection (4).

29 5. Criteria and procedures to determ ne the individua
30 | school programs which are npst deficient in student

31| performance. Such criteria and procedures shall take into

11
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account testing results under the provisions of ss. 229.565
and 232. 2454, and subsection (4).

6. Model training procedures for state-level and
di strict-level personnel assigned responsibilities for
eval uating and selecting instructional materials, software,
and normreferenced achi evenent neasures.

7. Standards for effective evaluation and conparabl e
eval uation and testing procedures anong districts.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
240. 116, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

240.116 Articul ated accel eration. --

(2)(a)1. The dual enrollnment program shall be the
enrol Il ment of an eligible secondary student in a postsecondary
course creditable toward a vocational certificate or an
associ ate or baccal aureate degree. For the purpose of this
par agraph, an eligible secondary student is defined as a
student who is enrolled in a Florida public secondary schoo
or in a Florida nonpublic secondary school which is in
conpliance with s. 229.808 and conducts a secondary curricul um
pursuant to s. 232.246. Students enrolled in postsecondary
instruction that is not creditable toward the high schoo
di pl oma shall not be classified as dual enrollnents. Students
shall be permtted to enroll in dual enrollnent courses
conducted during school hours, after school hours, and during
the sutmer term Any student so enrolled shall be exenpt from
the paynent of registration, matricul ation, and | aboratory
fees. Wth the exception of vocational -preparatory
i nstruction, college-preparatory instruction, and other forns
of precollegiate instruction, as well as physical education
courses that focus on the physical execution of a skill rather

12
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than the intellectual attributes of the activity, shall be
ineligible for inclusion in the dual enroll nent program
Recreation and | ei sure studi es courses shall be eval uated
individually in the sane manner as physical education courses
for potential inclusion in the program

2. The Departnent of Education shall devel op standards

to ensure that the qualifications of students who are enrolled

in dual enrollnent courses are conparabl e across schoo

districts and reflect a readi ness for coll ege-Ievel

cour sewor K.

Section 8. Subsection (5) of section 240.117, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 117 Comon pl acenent testing for public
post secondary educati on. - -

(5) No student shall be enrolled in a college credit
matheraties—or—EngH-sh course on a dual enrollnent basis
unl ess the student has denpnstrated adequate precollegiate
preparation on the seetion—oef—the basic conputation and
communi cation skills assessnent required pursuant to
subsection (1) that—+s—appropriatefor—suceesstul—student
patrtieipaton—tn—the—course.

Section 9. Subsection (5) is added to section 240. 118,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

240. 118 Postsecondary feedback of information to high
school s. - -

(5) The Commi ssi oner of Education shall annually

reconmend statutory changes to the Legislature to reduce the

i nci dence of postsecondary renediation in nmathemati cs,

reading, and witing for first-tine enrolled recent high

school graduates.
Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
13
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2 HOUSE SUMVARY

3
Rai ses the required cunul ati ve grade poi nt_average for

4 pur poses of the school district conprehensive program for
pupi | progression, high school graduation, and

5 participation_in | ntefscholastiC extracurricul ar
activities. Requires reading courses for certain

6 students below grade level ih reading skills. Restricts
access to certain high school courseS and provides for

7 satisfaction of certain requirenents, Revises certain
credit requirenents. Revises provisions relating to

8 student performance standards. Requires devel opnént of
standards relating to dual enrollment courses. Requires

9 t he. recommendati on of statutory changes to reduce the

10 i nci dence of postsecondary renedi ation
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