Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4693
By Representative Wse

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to student grants; anending s.
3 240.409, F.S.; authorizing eligibility
4 determ nation and grant distribution for the
5 Fl orida Public Student Assistance Grant Program
6 to be conducted by the receiving institution
7 speci fying a dollar value range for grant
8 awar ds; anending s. 240.4095, F.S.; authorizing
9 eligibility determ nation and grant
10 distribution for the Florida Private Student
11 Assi stance Grant Programto be conducted by the
12 receiving institution; specifying a dollar
13 val ue range for grant awards; anending s.
14 240. 4097, F.S.; authorizing eligibility
15 determ nation and grant distribution for the
16 Fl ori da Postsecondary Student Assistance G ant
17 Programto be conducted by the receiving
18 institution; specifying a dollar val ue range
19 for grant awards; providing an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Section 240.409, Florida Statutes, is
24 | anended to read:
25 240.409 Florida Public Student Assistance G ant
26 | Program eligibility for grants.--
27 (1) There is hereby created a Florida Public Student
28 | Assistance Grant Programto be adninistered by the
29 | participating institutions Pepartrent—of—FEduecation in
30 | accordance with rules of the state board.
31
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1 (2)(a) State student assistance grants through the

2| program may be nade enty to fuH—ti+e degree-seeki ng students
3|lenrolled for a nininumof 6 credit hours who neet the genera
4| requirenents for student eligibility as provided in s.

5] 240. 404, except as otherwi se provided in this section. Such
6 | grants shall be awarded annually for the anpunt of

7 | denponstrated unnet need for the cost of education and may not
8 | exceed an anpbunt equal to the wei ghted average prior academc
9| year cost of tuition and matriculation fees for 30 credit

10 | hours at state universities or such other anpbunt as specified
11| in the CGeneral Appropriations Act, to any recipient. A

12 | denpnstrated unnet need of |ess than $200 shall render the

13 | applicant ineligible for a state student assistance grant.

14 | Reci pients of such grants nust have been accepted at a state
15| university or community college authorized by Florida aw. No
16 | student nmay receive an award for nore than the equival ent of 9
17 | senesters or 14 quarters in a period of not nore than 6

18 | consecutive years, except as otherw se provided in s.

19 | 240. 404(3).

20 (b) A student applying for a Florida public student
21 | assistance grant shall be required to apply for the Pel

22 | Gant. The Pell Grant entitlenent shall be considered by the
23 | departnment when conducting an assessnent of the financi al

24 | resources avail able to each student.

25 (c) The——ertterta—antdprocedure—for—estabt-shing

26 | standards—of—ebgi-bitity—shaH—bedeternmnedbythe

27 | departrent——The—departrent—s—directed—to—estabHsha+rating
28 | systemupon—which—to—base—the—approval—of—grants—and—such
29 | systemshatH—inetude—a—certiHecationof—aceceptabiity—by—the
30 | state—uni-verstty—or—community—cotHege—of—the—appH-ecant'——=s

31 | ehoiece—ant—the—use—of—anationat-yrecognized—systemof-—rneed
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1| anatysis— Priority in the distribution of grant noneys shal
2| be given to students with the | owest total family resources
3]in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system of need

4 | anal ysi s as—determned—pursuant—to—thi-s—subsection—taking
5 | iate——econsideration—thet+receipt—ot—PeH—Gants—and-—student

6 | eontributions—to—educational—costs.

7 (d) Each participating institution shall report, to
8 | the departnment by the established date, the eligible students
9] to whom grant noneys are di sbursed each acadenic term Each
10| institution shall also report to the departnent necessary
11 | denpgraphic and eligibility data for such students. The
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29 (3) Based on the unnet financial need of an eligible
30| applicant, the full anmount of a Florida public student

31 | assistance grant nust be between $200 and the wei ghted average

3
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of the cost of tuition and matricul ation fees for 30 credit

hours at state universities$t; 5606 per acadenic year or the

anount specified in the General Appropriations Act. Students
enrolled for 6 to 8 credit hours nmay receive up to one-half of

t he maxi rum award, students enrolled for 9 to 11 credit hours

may receive up to three-fourths of the maxi num award, and

students enrolled for 12 or nore credit hours may receive up
to the full award.Wen—funtds—arenot—suf-Hecient—to—rake—FuH-

(4) t5)y(a) Paynent of Florida public student assistance

grants shall ey be transmitted to the president of the state
university or community col |l ege whieh—the—reciprent—s
attending, or to his or her representative, in advance of the
registration period. Institutions shall notify students of the
amount of their awards.
(b) thastitutions—shaH——certify—tothedepartrent—
e I ey | o I . ot
eH-gi-bi-H-ty—status—of—each—awarded——student— The eligibility
4
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1| status of each student to receive a disbursenment shall be

2 | deternined by each institution as of the end of its regul ar
3| registration period, inclusive of a drop-add peri od.

4] Institutions shall not be required to reevaluate a student's
5|eligibility status after this date for purposes of changing
6 | arrending eligibility determinations previously nade. However -
7 . . . et . I I ordst I
s . ' . .
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16 (5) t6) Funds appropriated by the Legislature for state
17 | student assistance grants shall be deposited in the State

18 | Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund. Notw t hstandi ng the
19 | provisions of s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351, any

20| balance in the trust fund at the end of any fiscal year that
21 | has been allocated to the Florida Public Student Assistance
22 | Gant Program shall renmain therein and shall be available for
23 | carrying out the purposes of this section

24 (6) 7 The State Board of Education shall establish

25| rul es necessary to inplenent this section

26 Section 2. Section 240.4095, Florida Statutes, is

27 | anended to read:

28 240.4095 Florida Private Student Assistance G ant

29| Program eligibility for grants.--

30 (1) There is hereby created a Florida Private Student
31| Assistance Grant Programto be adninistered by the

5
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4693
144-216- 98

1| participating institutions bepartrwent—of—FEduecation in

2 | accordance with rules of the state board.

3 (2)(a) Florida private student assistance grants from
4| the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund nay be nade
5| enty to fuH—tirme degree-seeking students enrolled for a

6| mnimumof 6 credit hours who neet the general requirenents

7| for student eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as
8| otherwise provided in this section. Such grants shall be

9 | awarded for the amount of denonstrated unnet need for tuition
10| and fees and may not exceed a total of the weighted average
11 [ tuition and matriculation fees for 30 credit hours at state
12 | universities plus $1, 000614560 per acadenic year, or as

13 | specified in the General Appropriations Act, to any applicant.
14 | A denpnstrated unnet need of |ess than $200 shall render the
15| applicant ineligible for a Florida private student assistance
16 | grant. Recipients of such grants nust have been accepted at a
17 | baccal aur eat e-degr ee-granti ng i ndependent nonprofit college or
18 | university, which is accredited by the Conm ssion on Coll eges
19 | of the Southern Association of Colleges and School s—ant—which
20 | has—a—secutar—purposer-and which is located in and chartered
21| as a donestic corporation by the state. No student nmay
22 | receive an award for nore than the equival ent of 9 senesters
23| or 14 quarters of full-tinme enroll ment tr—a—periot—of—mot—rore
24 | than—6—~consecutive—years, except as otherw se provided in s.
25| 240.404(3).
26 (b) A student applying for a Florida private student
27 | assistance grant shall be required to apply for the Pel
28 | Grant. The Pell Grant entitlenent shall be considered by—the
29 | departrent when conducting an assessnent of the financial
30 | resources avail able to each student.
31
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apptHeant—s—chotee— Priority in the distribution of grant

noneys shall be given to students with the lowest total fanily
resources, in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system
of need anal ysi s as—determned—pursuant—to—this—subsection,
" . o . I . F " I
I bt I . I .
(d) Each participating institution shall report, to

the departnent by the established date, the eligible students

to whom grant noneys are disbursed each acadenic term Each

institution shall also report to the departnent necessary

denographic and eligibility data for such students.

(3) Based on the unnet financial need of an eligible
appl i cant, the fuH anount of a Florida private student
assi stance grant nust be between $200 and the wei ghted average

cost of matriculation and tuition fees for 30 credit hours at

state universities plus $1, 000$1, 566 per acadenmi c year or the

anmount specified in the General Appropriations Act. Students
enrolled for 6 to 8 credit hours nmay receive up to one-half of

t he maxi rum award, students enrolled for 9 to 11 credit hours

may receive up to three-fourths of the maxi num award, and

students enrolled for 12 or nore credit hours may receive up
to the full award.Wen—funtds—arenot—suf-Hecient—to—rake—fuH-
I el iaibl . _— I b I
I F I - , I .
7
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(4)5-(a) Paynent of Florida private student

assi stance grants shall way be transmitted to the president of

the college or university which the recipient is attending, or
to his or her representative, in advance of the registration
period. Institutions shall notify students of the anmount of
their awards

(b) Institutions shall certify to the departnent,
within 30 days of the end of regular registration, the
eligibility status of each awarded student. The eligibility
status of each student to receive a disbursenent shall be
determ ned by each institution as of the end of its regular
regi stration period, inclusive of a drop-add peri od.
Institutions shall not be required to reevaluate a student's
eligibility status after this date for purposes of anendi ng
eligibility determ nations previously made. However, an
institution shall be required to nake refunds for students who
receive award di sbursenents and term nate enroll nent for any
reason during the acadenmc termwhen an institution's refund

8
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policies pernmit a student to receive a refund under these
ci rcunst ances.

(c) Institutions shall certify to the departnent the
amount of funds di sbursed to each student and shall renit to
t he departnment any undi sbursed advances within 60 days of the
end of regular registration

(d) Each institution that receives noneys through the
Florida Private Student Assistance Grant Program shall cause
to be prepared a biennial report that includes an i ndependent
external audit of the institution's admnistration of the
program and a conpl ete accounting of nbneys in the State
St udent Fi nanci al Assistance Trust Fund allocated to the
institution for the program Such report shall be submitted to
the departnment on or before March 1 every other year. The
departnment may conduct its own annual or biennial audit of an
institution's adm nistration of the programand its all ocated
funds in lieu of the required biennial report and i ndependent
external audit. The departnment may suspend or revoke an
institution's eligibility to receive future noneys fromthe
trust fund for the programor request a refund of any noneys
overpaid to the institution through the trust fund for the
programif the departnment finds that an institution has not
conplied with the provisions of this section. Any refund
requested pursuant to this paragraph shall be remtted within
60 days.

(5) t6) Funds appropriated by the Legislature for
Florida private student assistance grants shall be deposited
in the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of s. 216.301 and pursuant to
s. 216.351, any balance in the trust fund at the end of any
fiscal year that has been allocated to the Florida Private

9
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St udent Assistance Grant Program shall remain therein and
shal | be available for carrying out the purposes of this
section and as otherw se provided by | aw.
(6) 7 The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

necessary to inplenent this section

Section 3. Section 240.4097, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 4097 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance
Grant Program eligibility for grants.--

(1) There is hereby created a Florida Postsecondary
Student Assistance Grant Programto be adninistered by the
participating institutions BPepartrent—ef—Education in

accordance with rules of the state board.

(2)(a) Florida postsecondary student assistance grants
t hrough the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund nay
be made only to full-tinme degree-seeking students enrolled for

a minimumof 6 credit hours who neet the general requirenents

for student eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as
ot herwi se provided in this section. Such grants shall be
awar ded for the amount of denonstrated unnet need for tuition
and fees and may not exceed a total of the wei ghted average

prior-acadeni c-year cost of tuition and matricul ati on fees at

state universities plus $1, 000$1+-5606 per academnic year, or as

specified in the General Appropriations Act, to any applicant.
A denonstrated unnmet need of |ess than $200 shall render the
applicant ineligible for a Florida postsecondary student
assi stance grant. Recipients of such grants nust have been
accepted at a postsecondary institution that is located in and
chartered as a donestic corporation by the state and that is:

1. A private nursing diplom school approved by the
Fl orida Board of Nursing; or

10
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1 2. Aninstitution either licensed by the State Board
2 | of I ndependent Colleges and Universities or exenpt from

3| licensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a), excluding those

4] institutions the students of which are eligible to receive a
5| Florida private student assistance grant pursuant to s.

6 | 240. 4095.

7

8 | No student nmay receive an award for nore than the equival ent
9] of 9 senmesters or 14 quarters of full-tine enrollnment iA=a
10 | pertod—of—rnoet—rore—than—6—consecutive—years, except as

11 | otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).

12 (b) A student applying for a Florida postsecondary
13 | student assistance grant shall be required to apply for the
14 | Pell Grant. The Pell Grant entitlenent shall be considered by
15 | the—departwent when conducting an assessnent of the financial
16 | resources avail able to each student.

17 (c) The—ertterta—antdprocedure—{for—estabt-shing

23 | the—school—of—the—appHeant-—s——choirece— Priority in the

24 | distribution of grant noneys shall be given to students with
25| the I owest total family resources, in accordance with a

26 | nationally recogni zed system of need anal ysi s as—determned
27 o I e " . o . I

28 . F " I I bt

29 | educational—costs.

30 (d) Each participating institution shall report, to

31| the departnment by the established date, the eligible students

11
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to whom grant noneys are disbursed each acadenic term Each

institution shall also report to the departnent necessary

denographic and eligibility data for such students.

(3) Based on the unnet financial need of an eligible
applicant, the full anmount of a Florida postsecondary student
assi stance grant nust be between $200 and the wei ghted average

cost of tuition and matriculation fees for 30 credit hours at

state universities plus $1, 000$1, 566 per acadenic year or the

anount specified in the General Appropriations Act. Students
enrolled for 6 to 8 credit hours nmay receive up to one-half of

t he maxi rum award, students enrolled for 9 to 11 credit hours

may receive up to three-fourths of the maxi num award, and

students enrolled for 12 or nore credit hours may receive up
to the full award.Wen—funtds—arenot—suf-Hecient—to—rake—fuH-

4){5r(a) Paynent of Florida postsecondary student

assi stance grants shall way be transmitted to the president of

the eligible institution which—the+reetptent—is—attending, or
12
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to his or her representative, in advance of the registration
period. Institutions shall notify students of the anount of
their awards
(b) tnstitutiens—shaH—eertitytothedepartients

e I ey | o I . ot
eHgibirHty—status—of—each—awarded—student— The eligibility
status of each student to receive a disbursenent shall be
determ ned by each institution as of the end of its regular
regi stration period, inclusive of a drop-add peri od.
Institutions shall not be required to reevaluate a student's
eligibility status after this date for purposes of changing
afrending eligibility determinations previously nade. Howevers
af—tnsti-tuti-on—shatH—ber+eguired—to—rrake—+efunds—For—students

c) e Each institution that receives noneys through

the Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program

shal |l cause to be prepared a biennial report that includes an
i ndependent external audit of the institution's adninistration
of the program and a conpl ete accounting of noneys in the
State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund all ocated to the
institution for the program Such report shall be subnitted
to the departnent on or before March 1 every other year. The
departnment may conduct its own annual or biennial audit of an
institution's adm nistration of the programand its all ocated
13
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funds in lieu of the required biennial report and i ndependent
external audit. The departnent may suspend or revoke an
institution's eligibility to receive future noneys fromthe
trust fund for the programor request a refund of any noneys
overpaid to the institution through the trust fund for the
programif the departnment finds that an institution has not
conplied with the provisions of this section. Any refund
requested pursuant to this paragraph shall be remtted within
60 days.

(5)¢6) Any institution that was eligible to receive
state student assistance grants on January 1, 1989, and that
is not eligible to receive grants pursuant to s. 240.4095 is
eligible to receive grants pursuant to this section.

(6) 7 Funds appropriated by the Legislature for
Fl ori da postsecondary student assistance grants shall be
deposited in the State Student Financial Assistance Trust
Fund. Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of s. 216.301 and
pursuant to s. 216.351, any balance in the trust fund at the
end of any fiscal year that has been allocated to the Florida
Post secondary Student Assistance Grant Program shall remin
therein and shall be available for carrying out the purposes
of this section and as ot herw se provided by | aw

(7) 8y The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
necessary to inplenent this section

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

14
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