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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 47
By Representative Chestnut

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education funding; anendi ng
s. 24.121, F.S.; revising provisions relating
to apportionnent and expenditure of funds in
t he Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund;
anmendi ng ss. 229.592 and 230. 23, F.S.
correcting cross references; anending s.
240. 4024, F.S., relating to the Florida
Post secondary Tuition Program expandi ng
eligible institutions; providing for initial
awar ds; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 24.121, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

24.121 Al ocation of revenues and expenditure of funds
for public education.--

(5)(a) Funds appropriated fromthe Educati ona

Enhancenent Trust Fund shall not be used for any purpose other

than the foll ow ng

Pr eki ndergarten prograns.

N

Technol ogy.

3. dass-size reduction

4. Postsecondary education. Public educationa

prograns and purposes funded by postsecondary education from

t he Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund may include, but are
not linmted to, endowrent, schol arship, matching funds, direct
grants, research and econom c devel opnent related to
education, salary enhancenent, contracts with i ndependent
institutions to conduct prograns consistent with the state
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1| master plan for postsecondary education, or any other

2 | educational program or purpose deened desirable by the

3| Legislature.

4 e dedi hs—te: et

5 | tegistature—shatt—eguitably—apportionroneys—i+a—the—trust—fund
6 | anmeong—pubH-ec—schools—ecomuni-ty—ecoHeges—antd—unt-verstties—

7 5.t¢) District discretionary lottery funds. A portion
8 | of the stueh net revenues, as determ ned annually by the

9| Legislature, shall be distributed to each school district and
10 | shall be nade available to each public school in the district
11 | for enhanci ng school perfornance through devel opnent and

12 | inmpl enentation of a school inprovenent plan pursuant to s.

13 | 230.23(18).

14 teh—Beginntng—Iuy—1—1993—ne Funds shall not be

15| rel eased for any purpose fromthe Educati onal Enhancenent

16 | Trust Fund to any school district in which one or nore schools
17 | do not have an approved school inprovenent plan pursuant to s.
18 | 230.23(18).

19 (b) The Legislature shall apportion noneys in the

20| trust fund in the followi ng manner: 70 percent to public

21| schools; 15 percent to state comrunity col |l eges; and 15

22 | percent to state universities.

23 (c) ey Each school district shall, on a quarterly

24 | basis, nmake available to the public and distribute, in an easy
25| to understand format, the expenditures of lottery funds

26 | all ocated to the school district.

27 Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
28| 229.592, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to

29 | read:

30 229.592 |Inmplenentation of state system of schoo

31| i nprovenent and education accountability.--
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1 (4) DEPARTMENT. - -

2 (c) Pursuant to s. 24.121(5) )y, the departnent shal

3| not release funds fromthe Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund
41 to any district in which a school does not have an approved

5| school inprovenment plan, pursuant to s. 230.23(18), after one
6| full school year of planning and devel opnent. The depart nent
7 | shall send a technical assistance teamto each school w thout
8 | an approved plan to devel op such school inprovenent plan. The
9 | departnent shall rel ease the funds upon approval of the plan
10| Notice shall be given to the public of the departnent's

11 ]| intervention and shall identify each school w thout a plan

12 Section 3. Paragraph (f) of subsection (18) of section
13 ] 230.23, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to read:
14 230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
15| board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and

16 | performall duties |listed bel ow

17 (18) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND

18 | ACCOUNTABI LI TY.--Maintain a system of school inprovenent and
19 | education accountability as provided by statute and State
20 | Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
21 | education accountability shall be consistent with, and
22 | inpl enented through, the district's continuing system of
23 | pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.
24 | 229.555 and 237.041. This system of school inprovenent and
25 | education accountability shall include, but not be limted to,
26 | the follow ng
27 (f) School inprovenent funds.--Provide funds to
28 | school s for devel oping and i npl enenting school inprovenent
29 | pl ans. Such funds shall include those funds appropriated for
30 | the purpose of school inprovenent pursuant to s. 24.121(5) ).
31
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1 Section 4. Subsections (1), (3), and (7) of section

2| 240.4024, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enment, are anended to

3| read:

4 240. 4024 Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program --

5 (1) The Florida Postsecondary Tuition Programis

6 | hereby created to reward outstandi ng high school students with
7 | financial assistance in degree, diplom, or certificate

8 | prograns at any eligi ble postsecondary institution. As used
9]in this section, the term"eligible postsecondary institution"
10 | neans any Florida public university, conmunity coll ege, or

11| technical institute, or any Florida private coll ege or

12 | university which has been in existence for a m ni numof 2

13 | years and has been afforded the appropriate Florida |icensure
14 | or exception fromlicensure. This financial assistance shal
15| be in the formof schol arships and nay be used to assist with
16 | the cost of education, not to exceed the cost of tuition

17 | mandatory fees, and books. Except as otherw se provided in

18 | this section, the scholarship shall cover the full cost of

19 | tuition subject to the availability of funds. The schol arship
20 | may not be used for renedial courses.

21 (3) Students may receive annual awards for the first
22| 30 senester credit hours attenpted at any eligible Forida

23 | postsecondary edueatt+oenal institution. As—used—+n—this

24 e . . . . N
25 . . . e I . . I

26 . " e . I el

27 | iastitution—The maxi num anount of the award shall include

28 | tuition, mandatory fees, and a book all owance of up to $300,
29 | except that students who receive a grade point average of 3.5
30| on a 4.0 scale, or above, in a college preparatory curricul um
31| may receive a higher award as deternined by the departnent.
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Awar ds shall be disbursed in equal installnents each academ c
term Full-tinme enrollnment shall not be required. Awards
through this program may be nade to degree-seeking students
enrolled for a mnimumof 6 credit hours who neet the genera
requirements for student eligibility as provided in this
section. Students enrolled for 6 to 8 credit hours nay receive
up to one-half of the maxi mum award; students enrolled for 9
to 11 credit hours may receive up to three-fourths of the
maxi mum award; and students enrolled for 12 or nore credit
hours nay receive up to the full award.

(a) A scholarship shall be awarded prior to the
certification or award of a federal famly education |oan or
federal direct |oan and shall be considered in the
certification or calculation of the student's |oan
eligibility.

(b) Students attending a Florida public technica
institute in order to earn a certificate or diplom nay
qualify for tuition scholarships for the cost of tuition
mandatory fees, and up to $150 per senester for a book
al |l onance. Awards through this program nay be nade to students
enrolled for a mnimumof 6 credit hours in a job preparatory
vocati onal program who neet the general requirenents for
student eligibility as provided in this section. Students
enrolled for 6 to 8 credit hours nmay receive up to one-half of
t he maxi rum award; students enrolled for 9 to 11 credit hours
may receive up to three-fourths of the maxi num award; and
students enrolled for 12 or nore credit hours may receive up
to the full award.

(7) The programshall be inplenented to the extent
aut hori zed annually in the General Appropriations Act. |If
funds are insufficient to provide the full anount of
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schol arshi ps authorized in this section to each eligible
applicant, the departnent nay prorate avail able funds and nake
a partial award to each eligible applicant. Initial awards

shall be given to eligible students, as defined in subsection
(2), who graduate in June 1997.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to the apportionnent and
expendi ture of funds in thée Educational Enhancenent Trust
Fund, Revises provisions of the Florida Postsecondary
Tuition Programto include certain private institutions
as eligibleinstitutions and to provide for initial
awar ds.
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