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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HIR 4759
By Representative Bainter

House Joi nt Resol ution
A joint resolution proposing anendnents to
Sections 3 and 10 of Article V of the State
Constitution relating to el ection of Suprene
Court justices and judges of appellate courts,
judicial terns and termlinmits, and the right
of judicial candidates to canpai gn on issues.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the anendnents to Sections 3 and 10 of Article V
of the State Constitution set forth below are agreed to and
shall be submtted to the electors of Florida for approval or
rejection at the next general election to be held in Novenber
1998 or at an earlier special election specifically authorized
by law for that purpose:

SECTION 3. Suprene court.--

(a) ORGAN ZATION. --The suprene court shall consist of
seven justices elected fromsingle-justice districts,

establ i shed by general | aw. O—the—sevenjustices—each
¥ " . ettt I . . I I
. w I r . I o
o ey r . I . e einal
appointrent—or—eteetion—Fi ve justices shall constitute a

guorum The concurrence of four justices shall be necessary

to a decision. Wen recusals for cause would prohibit the
court from conveni ng because of the requirenents of this
section, judges assigned to tenporary duty nmay be substituted
for justices.

(b) JURI SDI CTION. --The suprene court:
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(1) Shall hear appeals fromfinal judgnents of trial
courts inposing the death penalty and from deci si ons of
district courts of appeal declaring invalid a state statute or
a provision of the state constitution.

(2) \When provided by general |aw, shall hear appeals
fromfinal judgnents entered in proceedings for the validation
of bonds or certificates of indebtedness and shall review
action of statew de agencies relating to rates or service of
utilities providing electric, gas, or tel ephone servi ce.

(3) May review any decision of a district court of
appeal that expressly declares valid a state statute, or that
expressly construes a provision of the state or federa
constitution, or that expressly affects a class of
constitutional or state officers, or that expressly and
directly conflicts with a decision of another district court
of appeal or of the suprene court on the sane question of |aw.

(4) May review any decision of a district court of
appeal that passes upon a question certified by it to be of
great public inportance, or that is certified by it to be in
direct conflict with a decision of another district court of
appeal

(5) May review any order or judgnent of a trial court
certified by the district court of appeal in which an appea
is pending to be of great public inportance, or to have a
great effect on the proper administration of justice
t hroughout the state, and certified to require i medi ate
resolution by the suprene court.

(6) My review a question of law certified by the
Suprene Court of the United States or a United States Court of
Appeal s which is determinative of the cause and for which
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there is no controlling precedent of the suprene court of
Fl ori da.

(7) May issue wits of prohibition to courts and al
wits necessary to the conplete exercise of its jurisdiction.

(8) My issue wits of mandanus and quo warranto to
state officers and state agenci es.

(9) May, or any justice may, issue wits of habeas
corpus returnable before the suprene court or any justice, a
district court of appeal or any judge thereof, or any circuit
j udge.

(10) sShall, when requested by the attorney genera
pursuant to the provisions of Section 10 of Article IV, render
an advi sory opinion of the justices, addressing issues as
provi ded by general |aw.

(c) CLERK AND MARSHAL. - - The suprene court shal
appoint a clerk and a narshal who shall hold office during the
pl easure of the court and perform such duties as the court
directs. Their conpensation shall be fixed by general |aw.

The marshal shall have the power to execute the process of the
court throughout the state, and in any county may deputize the
sheriff or a deputy sheriff for such purpose.

SECTION 10. Election;retention; elteetien—-and terns.--

(a) Suprene court justices shall be elected for a term

of eight years by vote of the qualified electors within

single-justice suprene court election districts. The

territorial limts of such districts shall be prescribed by

| aw. Each suprene court justice shall exercise jurisdiction

t hroughout the state, without regard to the election district

fromwhich he or she was el ect ed. Any—justiece—of—the—suprene
e F " . F I L
F . I ey I . I I
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(b) Judges of a district court of appeal,circuit

j udges, and judges of county courts shall be elected by vote
of the qualified electors within single-judge districts

establi shed by general law within the territorial jurisdiction

of their respective courts. Each judge of a district court of

appeal, circuit judge, or judge of a county court shal

exercise jurisdiction throughout the territorial linmts of the

court on which such judge serves. The terms of judges of a
district court of appeal,circuit judges, and shaH—befor—six

years—Fthe—terns—of judges of county courts shall be for
ei ght fou+r years.

(c) Suprene court justices, district court of appea

judges, circuit judges, and judges of county courts shal

serve no nore than one termof eight years fromthe sane
4
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single-justice or single-judge district. For the purpose of

this subsection, service to fill a vacancy in office by

appointnent to a termthat includes any portion of nore than

four separate cal endar years shall be considered a term

served. The term served by appoi ntnent shall be deened to have

commenced on the date the vacancy in office occurs.

(d) A candidate for any judicial office may not be

precluded fromtaking a public position on issues.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with the
requi renments of section 101.161, Florida Statutes, the title

and substance of the anendnent proposed herein shall appear on
the ballot as follows:
ELECTI ON OF JUSTI CES, APPELLATE JUDGES;
JUDI Cl AL ELECTI ONS, TERMS, TERM LIM TS
RI GHT TO CAMPAI GN ON | SSUES
Substitutes single-nenber district election of
appel l ate judges for nerit selection and retention of such
judges. Requires trial court judges to run from singl e-nenber
districts. Increases terns of all judges to 8 years. Linmts
all justices or judges to one termfromthe sane singl e- nenber
district. Guarantees judicial candidates' right to address
i ssues. Provides for redistricting of all courts by genera
law. Pernits exercise of jurisdiction throughout its
territorial limts by all judges of a court.
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