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By the Conmittee on Education/K-12 and Representatives
Warner, Feeney, R tter and Merchant

1 House Joi nt Resol ution

2 A joint resolution proposing an anmendrment to

3 Section 4 of Article I X of the State

4 Constitution relating to school districts.

5

6| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

7

8 That the anendnent to Section 4 of Article I X of the

9| State Constitution set forth belowis agreed to and shall be
10| subnmitted to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection
11| at the general election to be held in Novenber 1998:

12 SECTION 4. School districts; school boards.--

13 (a) Each county shall constitute a school district;

14 | provided, two or nore contiguous counties, upon vote of the
15| el ectors of each county pursuant to |law, may be conbined into
16 | one school district; and provided further that a county with
17 | 45,000 or nore students in the district schools within the

18 | county may be divided into nore than one school district, each
19 | school district to have no | ess than 15,000 students, as
20 | provi ded by general or special |aw, and subject to approval by
21| a vote of the electors of the county. 1In order to divide a
22 | county under this provision, and notw thstandi ng ot her
23 | provisions of this constitution, a comm ssion nmay be created
24 | by special law to draw school district boundary |ines,
25| all ocate assets, and nmmke provisions for the contractua
26 | obligations, debts, and bonded i ndebtedness of the schoo
27 | district, all of which shall be subject to review and approval
28 | by the circuit court for conpliance with state and federa
29 | | aw. Except for nmillage voted for bonded i ndebtedness,
30| funding for operation and capital outlay in school districts
31

1
CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.
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di vided pursuant to this section shall be calculated on a

countywi de basis and all ocated as provided by general |aw

(b) I'n each school district there shall be a schoo
board conposed of five or nore nenbers chosen by vote of the
el ectors for appropriately staggered terns of four years, as
provi ded by | aw

tb)y The school board shall operate, control and
supervise all free public schools within the school district
and deternmine the rate of school district taxes within the
limts prescribed herein. Two or nore school districts nay
operate and finance joint educational prograns.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat in accordance with the
requi rements of section 101.161, Florida Statutes, the title
and substance of the anendnent proposed herein shall appear on
the ballot as follows:

AUTHORI ZI NG THE DI VI SI ON OF
A COUNTY | NTO TWO CR MORE
SCHOOL DI STRI CTS

Provi des that counties with 45,000 or nore students may
be divided into two or nore school districts pursuant to
general or special law, and subject to |ocal voter approval.
Provides a conmmi ssion to draw district boundary |ines,
al l ocate assets, obligations, debts, and bonded i ndebt edness.
Provi des that, except for nillage voted for bonded
i ndebt edness, school district funding shall be cal cul at ed
countywi de and all ocated as provided by general |aw.
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